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Dear publisher,

 
What can a Canadian missionary translating an essay by a French Christian, who has devoted his life to studying faith as it relates to the environment, culture and the media, contribute to the English non-fiction book market, especially in the U.S. book market?


The answer? An international comment on why Christians are not complacent about these issues and what ‘having dominion over’, ‘keeping’ and ‘developing the earth’ mean from a biblical perspective.  In a social and intellectual climate where life is said to be without meaning, this is a sincere and compassionate essay that leads the reader to reflect on the predicament from which God intends to deliver mankind and is already delivering.


After countless hours of translation and revision, a complicite vocabulary and language was developed between author and translator leading to the visit of the author to Quebec in October 2007 where he gave nine conferences on various university campuses.  Having a good base in the English language, the author was himself able to revise the 17 chapters of the finished translation.


Two cultures have been affected by the call of Christians to mediate between ecologists and the church and stimulate all to love and good works.


This is truly, not a negligible work, for its usefulness in the current debate and its breadth of study (the entire biblical metaphor of gardens).


A real joy to read, I am indebted to Frederic Baudin for his wonderful treatment of the subject and his excellent writing of the French language.  He is a multi-talented person and takes us easily into the mind of the best French Protestant theologians. One remains thrilled to be a believer in Christ Jesus after reading this.


Daryl Zoellner
Chapter One :  The Garden of Delicacies

Theme :

The Original Garden and the gardens of the world are described.   From the writings of  Genesis an understanding of God’s world from God’s point of view is given.  Re-entering Eden is impossible.  The beloved man and woman are distanced from the Creator and have reproduced a false image of their created selves, rather than the true one.

Conclusion :

Grace had its beginning (where sin increased, grace increased all the more).

Yet, to have communion with the Creator, one must pass humbly by the angels with flaming swords who are devoted to serving and celebrating God. 

Chapter Two:  The Garden Without God

Theme : 

Relative distance from God gave rise to a number of  issues that man could not adequately deal with on his own.  Many of them had to do with alienation in human relationships, of man with the world and of man with God.  The thoughts of God needed to be revealed to man and men and women had to be convinced of them.  Idol worship was a more simple format to follow and forever a temptation.  Love needed to be revealed again and again.   eg. Lot, Abraham, Ecclesiastes

Conclusion :

Relying on his or her own understanding is not sufficient and one must search for God with all one’s heart.  The world will comply to man’s interventions when man complies to God’s plan.

Chapter Three : The Garden of Egypt

Theme :

Middle Eastern Empires are described and they come and go.  God begins to speak to the world through Moses.  A people are created who become a nation of blessing for the nations.  Rituals are re-interpreted, through the alliance God makes with his people. Transcendence and immanence are compared.   Monotheism becomes a norm to imitate.  The world knows this God through the Exodus experience. eg. Miriam, Aaron, Moses

Conclusion :
The Garden of Egypt brought prosperity but also great bondage.  God hears his people request a home of their own.  Moses wants to bring God with them as they travel through the world. 

Chapter Four : The Garden of the Desert

Theme :

The desires of the heart are described as God’s people find their survival living experience to be too hard for them.  They believe God has an evil purpose for them.  Moses himself must expect his leadership also to be a blessing from God.  He too loses fait hand makes the mistake of fighting back at God in dissatisfaction.  Wonders and miracles are commented.  God’s responsiveness to the actions of his people astounds the reader.  He is forever merciful and Moses always desires God’s presence.  The Golden Calf experience turns Moses causes Moses to fear for the spiritual well being of the people.  The priesthood is established.

Conclusion :

Moses is an example of how God creates leadership among his people.  The purpose of leadership and the leader’s relationship to God are defined.  Yet, Moses learns that he will not see God and live.  Rather, he will believe with a serving and celebrating heart.

Chapter Five: The Garden of the Law


Theme:

Men and women may not simply walk into God’s garden.  He benefits his people and the world through a contract of love.  The love has boundaries and this is where the Law of God comes in to protect and define that love.  God wants to make a world of love.  This means some freedoms will be conditional upon the limits of love.  In history the reaction of man to restraints has taken many forms.  Moses holds the people to their commitments. Nobility and depravity confront one another.  

eg. Moses,  Blaise Pascal, Manichaeus

Conclusion:

A definition of sin is helpful to man.  Cause and effect reveal the distance in relationship gaps.  Honesty is defined and unconditional love is a life-giving blessing.  Toxic weeds and brambles are to be rooted out of the human heart and experience.  The insult of human treachery is a deterrent to the goals God has set for his entire Creation.

Chapter Six:  The Garden of the Temple

Theme:  

God and man need a common meeting place in which to mutually offer the kind of hospitality that will take into consideration the importance of God’s participation.  An appropriate place must be designed and visited by God.  The fact that this is a specific and chosen place for God to reside with his people is discussed.  Israel is no better than the other nations.  God chose to start with them however.  The secular and the sacred figure in this discussion. A scapegoat must carry the weight of humiliation and light, perfume, blood and a treasure chest are introduced as symbols of peace.

eg. Moses, David, Solomon, Abraham and Isaac
Conclusion:

God carefully prepares an appropriate place of reconciliation that is surrounded by a white linen veil.  God prescribes a garden of objects and precious stones - of fruitful images and of simplicity of maintenance and portability.  This is an important image that shows God is the same in both the Old and New Covenants.

Chapter Seven: The Garden of Festivals


Theme:

Three main Hebrew festivals are described in depth – Unleavened Bread, Harvest and Ingathering.  The Day of Atonement and the Passover are described.  God’s benefits are related to the earth and the harvest from it.  Service to God is rewarded with the bounty of the ground.  Redemption has a purpose for the tangible rewards God intends to give in a new fertile land.   The preparation and joy begin in the holy place where every sin is accounted for.  Every obstacle to benefiting from God’s caretaking is first removed.  The angels with the swords open the door back to a glimpse of Eden.  Injustice and violence and their consequences are found in the enemy camp where there is revolt.  Such places would be miserable - to draw people of all nations to look to the Israelites for the answers to life’s deepest question:  to whom should man bind himself and what purpose may man find in celebrating?

eg. High priest, priests, Job, the Ecclesiast, Habakkuk, and Bishop Augustine

Conclusion:

The celebrations begin with recognition of our personal identity – man under God who made the sun rather than man under the sun alone.  Pietism is not enough to gain access to God.  God must offer an invitation of access to himself to both the pious and the perverted.

Chapter Eight: The Garden, Promised


Theme:

The Promises of God are a source of doubt to unfaithful people who walk only by their senses.  Rebellion is fed by this lack of trust in the goodness of God. Faith must meet the world of dangers and needs on a daily basis.  The dangers and need fester and may be prolonged for an entire lifetime if not accompanied by belief.  There is a waste of resources and a refusal of prosperity when this happens.   God’s rest is offered but refused by the people who want someone to take them back to Egypt. eg. Kadesh,Joshua, Caleb, Abraham

Conclusion:

Prosperity is ahead and not behind God’s people.  God expects each of us to conquer and manipulate the spaces given to us with care, working to develop them and to prosper our families and neighbours, if not, the land will vomit out its inhabitants.  Removed from idolatry, it will produce milk and honey.

Nine: The Garden of the Earth: developing it

Theme:  

The Creation Mandate is lived out through redemption in a benevolent relationship with the one who endears the world to us because he endears us to him.  God gives a role to man to boldly cultivate it for the benefit of others. Man uses various means to dominate it in an exploitive way and for his own pleasure until it becomes wasteland.  The right use of the material world is the subject of Greek and Roman philosophy.  Augustine and Pascal discuss lust and lasciviousness. We may predict the consequences of our assaults on nature depending on the spiritual sanity with which we operate.  Husbandry and fertility are discussed.  Industrial society is in need of direction.  Agricultural and urban life are either hindered or helped by the definition of the role we play in establishing a future good place for those who follow us.  Common grace is given but there are pantheistic and Gnostic beliefs that give rise to questionable use of the earth.

Conclusion:


Ecology starts with an understanding of the command to develop the earth according to its God-given beneficial potential.  We lose its potential when we neglect it.  Animals and plant become extinct.  Balance will be established as we work with God and not against his purpose of using us to bless the world in a pro-active way.

Chapter Ten:  The Garden of the Earth:  caring for it

Theme:

From the mid-nineteenth century, Western cultures have been in some way involved in conservation works and co-operative planning.  Here, the author gives a history of these activities.  Ecological disasters, the media and the United Nations appear in the discussion.  The ozone layer and CO 2 emissions are studied.  How Christians of various faiths become aware of the needs for caution and defined their own responses. The Pope and the Patriarch Bartholomew I display an interest.  The Year of Jubilee and the instructions of Paul in the Letter to the Roman provide guidance.  Ezekiel and Jeremiah provide examples of the good use of power.

eg. National Parks, habitats and sanctuaries for wildlife, naturalists, Lynn White Jr. and the blame placed on Christians.  Francis Schaeffer’s rebuttal, Rachel Carson and the definition of pollution, Deep Ecology is promoted as a new way to replace our belief in God (a return to monism as opposed to theism)

Conclusion:

Making the world an object of idolatrous affection is not in God’s plan. Instead there is a communication established in the various ways we work with God in the world.  God uses the earth to teach us about himself and to endear us to him, not primarily to the world.  We labour for God and all things are taken care of.   Eliminating suffering and destitution are our responsibility.  With communication lines open, much can be done as we work with God in this world.  The world might be more manageable in a world we bring down to our own size but he world is comprehensible to God in an infinite way.  We need to work with him.

Chapter Eleven:  The Garden of the Earth: successfully managing it

Theme:

The economy of managing resources is a major concern for the developing world.  Industrialized countries have not set a good example in every situation.  Foreign investment and globalization are influences that require some legislation.  The discussion here takes us from greenhouse gases to climate change.  Kyoto and nuclear energy are discussed.  Oil reserves and conservation are part of the political decisions of nations who have little money to develop or clean up.  That wealth is like gold and there are exchanges of ‘pollution rights.’ Genetic modification, pesticide and disease control need to be managed. 

Conclusion:

Consumer habits that promote economical prudence and individual moderation, 

may be encouraged both by Christians and non-Christians. Fair trade brings relief to exploited markets.  Poverty can be reduced by microeconomics.  Biodiversity can be rich when love and generosity are demonstrated.

Chapter Twelve:  The Loving Garden

Theme:

The author removes us from this world once more into the world that redemption has bought for men and women.  It is a world that treasures beauty and faithfulness.  The Other is another human who is loved and cherished.  It could be a man if we are a woman or a woman if we are a man.  The human and the divine are inter-meshed in the metaphor of the lover and the beloved.  Christ and the Church are alluded to or God and his Beloved in the Garden of Eden.

eg. the Shepherd, the Conqueror, the Shulamite Bride, Solomon.  The erotic is used to remind us that a beneficial freshness is found when we work for the wellbeing of others.  What might be unclothed will be clothed.  Paradise is described as that private orchard that provides for another’s need.  The lovers’ relationship is a rediscovered Eden.  Human sexuality is redeemed as are all other inter-personal relationships.  A Baal or Ishtar can never give any other relationship but that of a slave mistreated by a harsh master.  The prostitute of Hosea, Jeremiah or Ezekiel is divorced but always free to come back to the one who loves her because he loves her.

Conclusion:

The garment of salvation covers the despised and ugly other person we find in our pathway.  We are our neighbour’s keeper.  God is our loving keeper or husband.  He poetically sings to us.  Isaiah and the other prophets resort to this theme often to remind us that God does not mean to harm us but to make us more devoted to him who deserves our attraction to him rather than our repulsion. The Accuser isolates humanity by his guilt-infliction.  The guilt is true guilt but it is forgiveness that must be attributed to the unfaithful one, not rejection.

Chapter Thirteen: The Garden of Suffering

Theme:

This chapter describes the events that took place in the Garden of Gethsemane. The trials and the crucifixion are recounted.  A correlation is made to the Passover of Egypt and the Last Supper. The Loving Redeemer must be stretched beyond comfort even to death in order to obediently love with grace sufficient to supply the all humanity.  Jesus is the Redeemer who gives the sacrifice to reach our human need.  We need a representative who is imprinted with God’s original design for man – a second Adam to perfectly respond to God, the Father’s affection.  He was completely misunderstood by most since he should have been concerned more for the welfare of Israel, the Beloved.  She had become so enthralled with herself that she had forgotten she was to be a light to the nations.  When the true light, or true beauty came, the darkness tried but failed to snuff him out.  The fruitful olive tree must be crushed by God in the Olive Garden and pressed into useful loving service.  Jesus was the unique Lamb offered to God in that appropriate place where the reconciliation came about – in the Garden of suffering but of true beauty. 

eg. John, Peter, Joseph of Aremathaea, Nicodemas, women who followed Jesus

Conclusion:

The Garden has been extended to the whole world and Israel is given the first invitation to come inside and meet its Preserver.  Those who met the suffering servant are awestruck by his devotion and perseverance in spite of all obstacles.  Most abhor him as one would abhor the ancient scapegoat who bore the humiliation of everyone’s sin.  

Chapter Fourteen: The Tomb and Resurrection Garden


Theme: 

A green shoot appears on an old stump.  The Messiah is resurrected.  The first reaction of Mary the Magdalene is to see in him a Gardener and some Roman soldiers, who stole his body.  She finally realizes that her name is being called and it is her loving Rabbi who is calling.  He has been dead and is now alive.   Now Jesus is the Gardener – her gardener.  He is also the tree where all the birds of the air find shelter. 

Conclusion: 

Jesus crossed into heaven itself not just through a linen curtain of the tabernacle or temple.   He now pleads for our safety in spite of our treachery and unloveliness.  Now God’s people may have the Law written on their hearts.  God dwells with his people and they can become a fruitful garden that fills the world with its fruit.

Chapter Fifteen:  An Olive Branch Garden

Theme:

The kingdom of God has been brought near.  Pentecost comes during the Festival of Weeks.  The first crops of the season are to be gathered in.   The author describes the relationship between Jews and Non-Jews and the relationship between The Christian Church and Israel through the past to the present.  He depends on the viewpoint of Paul in his letter to the Romans. 

eg. Simeon in the Temple when Jesus is brought for circumcision, Saul who ministered as Paul

Conclusion:

Jesus, the Seed of the Divine Olive Tree, which is planted in human hearts, does not want racism to keep people from the Garden of the kingdom of God.

Chapter Sixteen:  A Heaven and Earth Garden

Theme:

The creation itself is liberated from its bondage to decay.  The joy and peace under God’s sovereignty is the gift the Gardener gives to his people.   A New Society is created out of all nations – a Garden rescued from destruction.  The tension related to the already and the not yet of the complete restoration of the earth causes Christians to be divided in their choice of what to do about the present world environment.  The author makes a case for us to continue redeeming the time and cultivating, developing and successfully managing earth’s resources for the wellbeing of others and of future generations.  The Holy Spirit is our guarantee that God will replace evil with good - in us to begin with - and in the neighbourhoods in which we live.  The author relates the end times with a Christian worldview of the role we play in ecology-based discussion.   Shall evil increase so that grace might abound?  No!  The meek shall inherit the earth.  Various philosophies are promoted by other worldviews.  The author argues for an adequate theology of our story, not that we want to turn environmentalism into a religion or worship of the goddess Mother Nature but to be in prayerful consideration of how we might be able to properly have dominion over the earth in a beneficial way.  Applied Sciences and technology may be on our side.  We may set good examples for newly industrialized nations so they do not fall into the same pitfalls of the Western nations. 

Conclusion:

God is not a stranger to this world.  Jesus walked the earth.  He knows it and loves it.  He will return for he dominates time and will guide the world to its destiny for which he is the one who fills all in all as the chosen ruler of all rulers.

Chapter Seventeen:  A Heaven on Earth Garden

Theme:

This chapter principally describes the New Jerusalem as an urban garden with one tree that supplies all its needs by one harvest per month.  A river surrounds the city and her caretaker is present at all times to wipe away tears and heal with the leaves of the tree.  The Lamb is on the throne.  The Book of Revelation is the story of all the gardens of the Bible and all of the imitation gardens that need to be replaced by the New Jerusalem.  Sodom is now healed.  A hope is sealed up for the believers to which they aspire in their earthly lives and endeavours.  It calls for active living in a purifying and beneficial way.  Christians know the beginning and the end of their story and they may turn the pages back and forth.   Martyrdom is not suicidal, narcissistic nor a gamble.  Rather we may now be living sacrifices, devoted and acceptable to God, loving him and loving others by protecting, developing and sustaining that development for future generations.  

Conclusion:

The best is saved for last for those who do not see immediate results of their work in this life.   Reward in the heaven on earth garden to come is prepared for the mistreated who persevere. 

The Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come!’

