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I. Content:

A. The Premise

The illegitimate birth rate, methamphetamine, gangster rap, RU486, Monica Lewinsky, Elliot Spitzer, Osama Bin Laden, the Iraq war, the Patriot Act, the current account deficit, job outsourcing, and the housing bubble are troubling morally, politically, and economically.  These examples are symptoms in the cycle of national decline observed repeatedly in history and strongly in the United States today.  This book examines the mechanisms of decline where changes in cultural values spring from emerging generations.  A plan is presented for Christians to survive in an America plunging into a moral, political, and economic Dark Age.  

While the decline of the United States is beyond individual control, Christian parents can repair the crumbling foundations as they shape the value system of their children.  Recent studies have shown that 80% of American parents give their children Christian training but only 25% remain in the faith.  In contrast, 94% of homeschooled children remain in the faith as adults.  The reasons for this success and correlated techniques to reproduce this success are explored in this book.  Homeschooling prepares the next generation to survive the Dark Ages with a solid foundation in a world where the previous foundations are being destroyed.

B. Unique Selling Proposition


The intention of this book is to answer the question asked by the Psalmist, what are the righteous to do when the foundations are being destroyed.  Americans have many foundational institutions on which they rely including solid churches, job security, stable government, and established nuclear families.  New approaches to living must be developed as these foundations are destroyed.

Readers will gain an understanding that:

· Homeschooling is the most effective way to pass values on to the next generation breaking the cycle of moral decline in succeeding generations.

· Evil is pervasive in the United States and part of repeating patterns of decline.

· The future quantity of Christians in America can be predicted with a unique mathematical projection.

· The projected outcomes for the United States strongly affect the family.

· There are key drivers of sociological development and learning in children.

Christian readers will be comforted knowing the direction of the country and how it relates to God's plan.  Parents will benefit from direct actionable recommendations to keep their children from adopting the values of a country in decline.

The book is designed to:

· Cite academic authorities on each subject.

· Use statistics to prove each point.

· Logically connect each premise to the conclusion.

· Show how supporting actions to survive the Dark Ages align with the theories presented.

C. Overview Flow of logic in the book

The book uses a flow chart illustration to show the influences on human development and each chapter elaborates on a specific portion of the process. (unfortunately, there is not enough storage allowed to show the image.  Please e-mail me for the image).
The central purpose of the flow chart is to show the growth and development of an individual from a baby to an adult.  The individual has many influences in their life which lead them to specific outcomes that are seen to be ideal or not ideal.  

The dialogue starts in the lower right hand corner in a box called the "World" where the problem of evil in the culture is identified.  The descending staircase is an illustration of the steps of national decline that repeatedly destroy the foundations of culture and morality.  Non-ideal personal outcomes fuel the historical cycles of decline in morality in the world.  The state of the world influences the messages broadcast in school, the media, through social networks, and through the family.  These are the primary influences on the growth and development of an individual.  Each of these influences passes through a person's Social Learning filter that amplifies or attenuates the message to establish the final effect on the person's values.  The pie charts next the adult outcomes indicate the likelihood of a Christian adult outcome based on different cultural inputs.  The ideal pie chart shows that homeschoolers succeed 94% of the time in reproducing their values in children.  The not ideal pie chart shows that most Christians only succeed 25% of the time in reproducing their values in children.

The diagram also illustrates a cycles where non-ideal outcomes feedback into the state of the world, which intern shape the culture, and goes on to affect the growth and development of future generations.  Breaking this cycle is the goal of parents preparing for the Dark Ages in America.

D. Manuscript Status

1. A initial proposal of the manuscript is complete.  

2. The length is about 63,262 words that occupy approximately 239 pages double spaced with 12 point font.

3. Special features:  The manuscript includes 7 figures and some mathematical equations in the appendix.

4. Review suggestions:  With limited time please consider the first, second, and last chapters.

II. Market

A. Characteristics

The audience for this nonfiction book is intended to be general interest Christian readers in the United States.  This group would benefit from understanding the changes in America and the reasons those changes are occurring.  The solutions advocated in this book will be particularly applicable to Christian families making decisions about how to raise their children.  Some of the explanations and statistics are somewhat technically inclined so the book may appeal more to those who have completed a college education.

B. Motivations

People will be motivated to read this book if they have asked with the Psalmist, "what are the righteous to do?"  If they have been dismayed over the evening news or the personal habits of their teen age children or grandchildren, they will find the explanations in this book gratifying.  This book also may be inspirational to parents who are looking for confidence that they can successfully raise their children to walk in the ways of the Lord.

C. Affinity groups

Several affinity groups will be interested in this book.  

· The audience of Chuck Colson's Breakpoint  

· The audience of  James Dobson's Focus on the Family 

· Readers of Christianity Today or Christian History magazines

· Readers of Parenting magazine or The Link – Homeschool Newspaper 

· Families involved in home education conferences.  

· Readers of Against the Night: Living in the New Dark Ages by Chuck Colson, The Fourth Turning by Strauss and Howe, or The Last Christian Generation by Josh McDowell.

· Devotees of history and sociology will find the insights and predictions of this book intriguing.

D. Competition

Many books on singular related subjects have been authored about the decline of the US and the advantages of homeschooling.  The author believes that this book contains the unique link between macro-historical trends and the sociological development processes of individual thinking.  Unifying themes and recommendations make this book particularly suited to understanding future cultural directions and preparing families.

III.   Author

A. Background

The author is educated with a Masters Degree in Business Administration (MBA) from Michigan State University, a Masters Degree in Mechanical Engineering (MSME) from Purdue University, and a Bachelors Degree in Mechanical Engineerng (BSME) from Michigan Technological University.  He currently is employed as an engineer but dedicates significant time to family and church activities.  He is the father of three children and was motivated to write this book after researching ways to train up his children in the way they should go so that when they are old they will keep the faith.  This is his first book proposal.

B. Previous writing

The author has published articles in technical journals, including the International Journal of Vehicle Design and Atomization and Sprays.  Other technical articles by the author appear in conference proceedings.  The most significant written effort was demonstrated in the completion of a Masters Thesis.

C. Personal marketing

A 110 page PowerPoint presentation has been prepared to accompany book presentations.  It is expected that churches, homeschool groups, and Christian radio programs will have an interest in personal presentations once publication has been secured.  The author has experience in preparing presentations, web page publication, and public speaking to help market the book.  There may also be an opportunity for a CD as the author has selected several songs that reinforce specific themes of the book including:

- Little Boxes by Malvina Reynolds

- Turn, Turn, Turn by the Byrds

- May the Circle be Unbroken by Johnny Cash

IV. Chapters Summaries and Sections

The Dark Ages


**** Medieval


**** Spiritual Darkness


**** America


**** Jamestown v. Plymouth


**** Historical Deeds of Darkness in America


**** Modern behavior


**** Faith in America


The first chapter develops the concept of a Dark Age.  It looks at the roots of the term and the first application to the middle ages in Europe.  It then extends the concept to look at spiritual darkness and the prevalence of evil in American history.  Jamestown and Plymouth are contrasted as a metaphor for darkness and light in America at the foundation of the country.  Current evil practices are examined to illustrate the extent of darkness in modern America in contrast with the numbers of the Christian faithful.

Why the Culture War Will Be Lost


**** Fundamentals of Democracy


**** Shifting Demographics.


**** The Youth are Less Christian


**** A Demographic Projection


**** Christians Are Loosing Their Youth


**** Christian Activism


**** The Implications



A thought experiment on democracy reveals that the values held by the majority will eventually become the law of the land, in spite of Constitutional guarantees of liberty.  A unique calculation of the number of Christians in America shows the diminishing influence of Christians.  The most disturbing statistics show that many youth who are brought up in Christian homes fail to maintain their faith into adulthood.  This change signals a spiritual and moral Dark Age settling in America.

The Decline and Fall of the United States of America


**** Great Awakenings


**** Analytic History


**** History of the Human Race


**** Generational Dynamics.


**** The Impending Economic Collapse


Several historical theories are examined explaining why great empires rise and fall.  Fallen nations have followed similar patterns and have had surprisingly similar durations of strength.  Howe and Strauss identified 100 year cycles containing crisis and awakenings.  Glubb identified the following seven stages of empires:

1.  Outburst

2.  Conquests

3.  Commerce

4.  Affluence

5.  Intellect

6.  Decadence

7.  Decline and collapse

The location of America in the cycle of rise and fall is shown clearly to be in the stage of decline and nearing a crisis.  A collapse or crisis is predicted to occur in the lifetime of most readers.

Why do Nations Decline?


**** Observed Values Shifts

**** Socialization and Physiology


**** Social Psychology


**** Social Learning Theory


**** Biblical Insight into the Rise and Fall of Nations


**** Why Nations Decline



The decline of nations can be directly traced to the changes in personal value systems.  These value changes over time are governed by sociological processes.  Social Psychology indicates that people form values based on affinity groups, attitudes, reinforcements, and imitation.  The fact that values are learned rather than inherited is a critical realization in planning an education programs to survive the Dark Ages.  The fall of nations can be attributed to changes in culture mixed with the Sovereignty of God and the ruler of the kingdom of the air.

Problems that Perpetuate the Dark Ages


**** The Influence of the Mass Media on Value Creation


**** Socialization in Free Compulsory Government School.


**** Academic Achievement in Free Compulsory Government Schools


**** History of the Free Compulsory Government Education in America.


**** Life before Free Compulsory Government Education


**** The Goals of Free Compulsory Government Education in America.



Social leaning theory requires an examination into what influences are creating values in the youth today.  A detailed examination of the media and school shows that they overwhelm the influence of families during the teen age years of life.  The scope and intent of these institutions is revealed and diagnosed as the cause of the spread of immoral values to children.

Strategies for Dark Age Survival


**** The Alternative to Institutional Education


**** How Children Learn


**** God's Model for Education


**** Evidence Homeschooling can be Successful


**** Work as a Tool to Shape the Next Generation


**** Social Networks to Shape the Next Generation


**** The Future of the Church in America


**** Changing America


**** Eschatology


Survival strategies are given to influence the values of children in the direction desired by Christian parents.  A review of how children learn and what the Bible says about education establishes sound reasons for homeschooling.  Homeschooling is shown to successfully reproduce parental values in children.  Other survival actions are recommended for the family, its social networks, and the media.  A prediction of the dark future of America is given and framed within reference to God's grand plan for world history.

Appendix A



The appendix describes the mathematical basis for the demographic projection in Chapter 2 calculating the number of Christians in America in the future.

V.  Thanks


Thanks for taking the time to consider this book proposal.  I look forward to hearing about your interest in partnering with me to bring this information to the public in book form.

Robert A. Wade
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