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Preface

Many Evangelicals hold the notion that some Mediterranean or European power will rise to world dominance and produce the character known as the Antichrist.  Those Evangelicals foresee the downfall of the United States, by means of financial collapse or otherwise; and they foresee another rich and powerful nation rising to lead a ten-nation federation that conquers the world, first with its apparent benevolence and wisdom, and then with its military.


However, a growing number of Evangelicals sees the present financial crisis as a sign that their interpretation of things prophetic is about to be proven true.  At many times in years past, an unexpected thing has happened, and the fringes of the Christian world began to proclaim, “Armageddon is approaching!”  To be sure, Armageddon has been approaching since the beginning of the Church at Pentecost, and indeed, since it was known in the eternal mind of God before the creation.  Armageddon is yet approaching. “When?” is the question.  The answer: We know neither the day nor the hour.
Any such claim as that by the Evangelicals that is backed by any single event on the world stage, however, must stand the risk of looking foolish if its predictions do not prove true.  It may be that this is the beginning of the financial crisis that will strike the whole earth during the first half of the tribulation period.  Or perhaps it is no more than a wake-up call to the world to get a grip on its money.  Who is able to answer these things?

Many have shouted about the “end of the world” at various world crises.  Those who speak incessantly of them at every little hiccup in the world are called “doomsday prophets.”  Neither phrase is truly accurate.  “The end of the world” occurs after the millennial reign, at the destruction of the heavens and the earth.  We will observe that climactic event from heaven. 

John was taken into heaven, and saw all of time happening at once, and continuously.  There will be an end of this physical universe, but that event must be at least one thousand seven years in the future.  There are things that must happen before “the end of the world.”  “Doomsday” is similar, as it occurs at the great white throne judgment, at the end of the Millennium.


The devil has arranged it thus.  He has generated crises in the world in times past, and he has excited the attention of those who awaited our Lord’s appearance at the rapture.  He let word of it slip out, but then discounted it as nothing.  When the appointed time arrived, and prophecy did not immediately come to pass, then those who had believed those predictions were let down abruptly, and to their shame.  It may be months or years before they return to a spirit of hopefulness.  Our hope must persevere, under any and every circumstance, as we walk boldly with Christ and in His name.  May we not become a reproach to that name through our own carelessness!


We cannot really conceive of the intelligence of the devil.  We know that he is very powerful, and has legions of fallen angels to do his bidding.  All of these angels were created with eternal life, and when Lucifer fell, and they followed him in his pride, they did not lose their eternal life.  They were not mortal.  All who were with Lucifer in the fall have remained with him, and are with him today, and will join him in hell.  All of them see tomorrow as clearly as they see today.  The end was written from the beginning, even as the scroll of time must continue to unroll for at least a thousand seven more years.



God has not given us a spirit to fear, but a spirit of faith and power.  Nevertheless, it is unwise to ignore the devil’s interference in our own lives.  All who desire to live godly in Christ will suffer persecution.
  The devil loves to hammer upon the saints whose desire is to serve God.  God allows it, as it tempers the gold and the treasures that we lay up against that Day.


The devil is eternal.  He is created, but he is now eternal, a seemingly impossible contradiction.  But we do not understand all that we know, nor do we have any idea of the things that we do not know.  The devil is often at work in our present circumstances, but the things that he does today will affect us in certain other ways later.  He works us individually, in detail, and he works us generationally, as well as  by epochs and ages.  That is, we can trace his activities over the course of recorded history and see how he has brought us to the point at which we now find ourselves.  That will be the topic of another paper.

The devil raised up many false gods before the appearance of Christ; often raising up “demi-gods” among the pagans, so that when the real son of God appeared, most would be predisposed to dismiss Him as just another so-called God-man; another one who will end his days in a hole in the earth, just as all men do.  

Satan has brought the mighty God down to the level of a man, in their minds, that they should judge Him.  Unfortunately for Satan, however, he must ultimately fail in that endeavor.  

Thus, we must turn our understanding Godward now, trusting that He will lead us through the hallways and dead ends of prophecy; that we should step from time into eternity, to the eternal beginning that He has already determined for us.  It is time to examine again both what we believe, and why we believe it.
Therefore, necessity is laid upon those Evangelicals to present sufficient Biblical evidence to substantiate their claim.  They may show that there will be a financial crisis that erupts around the world, but that alone is not sufficient to suggest that the rapture and the judgments of the tribulation are at hand.    There have been many financial crises in Gentile world history that have not ended at Armageddon.

What of the many other things that are prophesied to happen during the tribulation?  If there is not a cohesive and coherent coming together of all that we know will happen, then any “sign,” such as the present financial discomfort in the world, may or may not be connected with the final train of events that leads to the destruction of Gentile world dominion.  

Those who dwell incessantly on things prophetic eventually tend to become drawn into minutiae.  They lose sight of the big picture.  It is akin to focusing one’s eyes upon a single pixel in a digital photograph.

Our minds cannot conceive of the glory of God.  We do not await the mortal flesh of the Lord at the rapture, but we will see Him as John saw Him while he was in the Spirit, in heaven, seeing time from an eternal perspective.  John stood in the courtroom of heaven and observed the future, when that time had not as yet unrolled on earth.  He both saw and withstood the brilliance of the glorified Person of the Lord.

Christ comes to the earth in judgment, as the Lion of the tribe of Judah, His face shining more brightly than the sun; and out of that brilliant glory shine two beams of still brighter light, emanating from His eyes.  What must it be like to be able to withstand such glory?  How crestfallen must John have been, after experiencing the glory of God, to be made to step back from eternity into time.  It was in John’s gospel that Jesus said, “In My Father’s house are many mansions…  I go to prepare a place for you.”

After the rapture, we will have the same sort of body in which Christ came out of the tomb, with powers over nature and matter that we do not know or possess today.  But Christ does not look now as He did when He arose from the dead.  He looked like Himself, and had powers over nature that we will also have.

From the rapture onward throughout eternity, we will be able to withstand the brightness of His glory because we will be like He was when He came out of the grave.  We will finally be able to see Him as He is.
  Today, the glory of the Lord would completely destroy us; it would vaporize us and dissipate our molecules into their elemental atoms, and then would destroy those atoms.  
There is a bigger picture and, while the details are interesting, it is the bigger picture that offers clarity.  It is the bigger picture that brings cohesion and coherence to the details.

Instead, modern day “prophets” begin looking for signs wherever some tiny connection might be suggested by some worldly or local event.  It is to the discredit of an otherwise profitable discussion of eschatology that such should be the case, however, seeing that now all discussion of prophetic themes is summarily dismissed by many serious theologians.  They simply do not have time to read every paper they receive in the mail.  “Oh, it’s another one of those,” and into the trash it goes.

Indeed, many very devout and finely educated theologians rarely ever delve into things prophetic after they graduate the seminary and are ordained.  Responsible as  shepherds, appointed by Christ to His flock, pastors tend to speak more and more about the subtle burgeoning of depravity over the past half century or so in the ways of the world.  They caution against sin when they ought to instruct concerning grace.  It is the word of reconciliation that is fruitful.  Those preachers and teachers who do study and teach prophetic things are a blessing to the Church, for wherein but in prophecy lies our hope?

* * *
There come periods in the history of the world, almost cyclically, when it is time to step back and make fresh assessments of the accuracy of our understanding of prophetic things.  Had the Jews stepped back and considered the words of their own prophets, they might not have had their Messiah executed by the Gentiles.  If the Jews had listened to their prophets in the three hundred years before they went into captivity, Nebuchadnezzar might not have taken Jerusalem in 586 B.C.  If the Jews, possessing the prophecies of Daniel, had calculated the timeframe that he gave them, they could have known that Jesus was the Lord from heaven.  They were caught up in their present lives, and didn’t notice the fulfillment of many prophecies all around them.  They were so caught up in temporal matters that they did not have time to consider those times or seasons that had slipped up on them while they were unaware.

When one studies prophecy, a holistic understanding is required:  not a single thing or event, but an entire construct that fits together to make a cohesive and coherent whole.   Viewed in this manner, one can tell easily if the stage is set for the things that are prophesied to follow the rapture.

This paper makes the case that this is one of those times when Christians must revisit their interpretations of these things – not to make major changes, but to tweak our understanding a bit.  To clarify certain points that have in more recent years come to light.  Such minor adjustments as this paper suggests, however, produce immense ramifications and repercussions that will soon ring in a new age, the Kingdom Age.  

Nevertheless, the shift from the old view to the relatively new and growing view is truly a minor point in the overall prophetic scheme.  It merely answers the questions that every serious theologian must address at some point:  From where does this beast arise?  From what region of the world?  Scenarios have been suggested over the years, but no one has been able to establish with Scriptural authority that the beast comes from Europe, the Middle East, or any other place.  Now it is possible to present evidence that appears to substantiate those Evangelicals’ claim, who foresee a near-term rapture; and at the same time, to identify the little horn of Daniel 7:24 – not the person necessarily, but the nation.

Virtually all of the prophesied geo-political alliances that are defined in Daniel, Ezekiel, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and the Revelation are already in place, or are moving in the right direction.  Those alliances described in Ezekiel thirty-eight and thirty-nine need not occur until just before the mid-point of Daniel’s seventieth week, not immediately following the rapture.  Yet, the last of the pieces are moving into place today.  It is astonishing to behold.

If the things prophesied to happen when the tribulation period begins are already taking shape on the world stage, and if the nations of the world are acting in the manner prophesied; if that which is said to be already is, then we are responsible to encourage Christians with this wonderful news and renewed and invigorated hope.
In the context of the geo-political realm, we find a man stepping onto the world stage whose charisma has evoked strong emotions in many people in many of the nations of the world.  One of his gifts is the ability to reduce problems to their lowest common denominator and resolve them sensibly and simply.  His personal confidence remains high as his administration begins to mesh with the governing system in all its departments.  His popularity is growing day by day.  

Even his detractors must admit that he has a personal magnetism that is drawing hundreds of millions of people around the world to him.  According to two international polls, more than eighty percent of the people in more than eighty countries around the world hoped that Obama would win our election.  When he won, there was actual dancing in the streets of many nations.  He is seen as that sort of “world-changing,” or “transformational” leader who will reshape the world in a fair and wise way.  There were staged celebrations around the world when President-elect Obama took the oath of office.  There were fireworks and rejoicing around the world.  It was a unique event in the history of civilization.

All of this world acclaim came initially from his demeanor alone, as he repeated the same few speeches countless times in diverse places in our country during his campaign.  In his first week, he began changing the direction of the nation dramatically, first by Executive Order, and then through legislative successes.  Yes, the world cheers his arrival still with great expectancy.  If that is not a characteristic of the Antichrist, then what indeed can be?  

Perhaps President Obama will be only the latest in a long string of disappointments to those who watch and wait.  But a man is coming who will be like him, and who will appeal to many around the world, as this man already does, even while the stage is already set for the unfolding of prophetic events, which we shall demonstrate in this paper.

So, we have this phenomenon of “Obamania” occurring at the same time as the financial crisis, not of the United States alone, but of the world economies.  This will surely lead eventually to some new world currency, possibly the “geo,” as the European Union has the “euro.”  Or maybe he will call it the “neo,” signifying a “New Beginning” in the history of civilization, following the devastations of the first half of Daniel’s seventieth week.  There will be a world economy; of this much we are certain.  At what point it will be introduced, we do not know.  It will be in place by the middle of the seventieth week of Daniel.
There has also emerged on the world stage the most powerful nation the world has ever known.  It is rich and mighty, and is able to project its power where needed to accomplish its purposes.  

Its new leader, however, is seen as a peacemaker.  He wields a mighty bow, but he brings no arrows to the table.
  This nation has a military against which there is no defense.  Its power has been demonstrated twice in recent decades, and is being demonstrated even now.  The world has surely already said of this nation, “…who is able to make war with him?”  Bands of guerillas may be an irritant to him, but no nation will fight him, not today.
At the same time, this great nation is serving as the primary broker for Middle East peace.  When a meeting is necessary, the United States is almost always involved.  From Camp David to Annapolis, we have been the peacemaker, the arbiter of compromise and harmony.  Great things are anticipated of Mr. Obama at a near-term meeting.  Hillary Clinton and George Mitchell will work out the details, but it will be President Obama’s plan, which is of the devil.  He will host the signing of the treaty – if he is that man.
For the first time in the history of the world, both Arabs and Jews understand that peace is more profitable than war, and they have an undeterred determination to find a resolution that will both accommodate all sides and require compromise by all sides.  All that is needed is one man with a plan, not his own, but of the devil himself.  
Perhaps this President will prove to be that man.  Or perhaps he will not.  No man can say with certainty that any other man is the Antichrist until he brokers a treaty of seven years between Israel and many.  The Church Age saints will not be on earth to witness the ratification of that treaty, for the rapture will have occurred before that event.
A paper of this length cannot possibly be exhaustive of this broad area of understanding.  Neither does this one make any such claim.  Rather, it seeks to demonstrate through the Scriptures that there is a way to identify the nation of the beast, while also proving that the Evangelicals are probably right as far as they go.  They simply recognize two issues among many of the most fundamental issues and base their opinions on the financial crisis and the worldwide charismatic following that President Obama enjoys.


Neither of the Evangelicals’ basic premises is demonstrably incorrect.  If we have reached that long-sought moment in time when the rapture is as proximate as it is imminent, then the Evangelicals rightly recognize this financial crisis as a clear indication of what is shortly to come to pass.  No dates; just times and seasons.
  What needs to be determined is whether other indicators are also in place.

There is a very narrow area of eschatology in which the realm of serious Conservative theology might alter a view that has not changed materially in several hundred years; certainly, not since Darby.  
But even the illustrious Dr. Walvoord suggested more than forty years ago that the United States will play a major role, subordinate to, but in support of some other nation of the beast during the tribulation.
  That was a great blow to those who predict the demise of this nation.  John Walvoord, if the Lord tarries, will prove to have been one of the Church’s foremost eschatologists.  It is not a great leap from Walvoord’s position to realize what the situation on the ground actually already is.  
Hope is the forgotten virtue.  In the New Testament, hope is always directed toward the rapture and the resurrection of Church Age saints.  It is the only hope that we have of escaping the death experience.  Ah, more!  It clearly appears that we may be that generation of saints who are alive at the translation of the saints.

There are also two other conditions that the angel revealed to Daniel when he inquired as to when these things will be.  Those two conditions are: 1.)  many shall run to and fro; and, 2.)  knowledge shall increase.  
On only the top three airlines, out of more than three hundred airlines, half a billion people flew in 2005.  This does not count private planes, trains, buses, caravans, automobiles, motorcycles, trucks, carts, horses, mules, donkeys, wagons, skis, skates, bicycles or shoe leather or the soles of people’s feet.  

What is today a twenty minute trip into town was, two hundred years ago, a well-planned, all day trip, perhaps with an overnight stay.  A trip to town was not a thing to take lightly.  Today, people are buzzing all around the planet, from small villages to immense cities, and from continent to continent.  If that is not many, many does not exist.  

As for the increase in knowledge, one need only mention the Internet, that recently developed storehouse of the cumulative knowledge of man.  It is available to anyone and everyone who has the means of connecting to it.  Never has there been an explosion of knowledge such as this phenomenon has generated.  The only greater increase in knowledge will be infinitely greater: the increase that will come when we are translated from temporal to eternal creatures.


There are many other, less dramatic clues by which one might determine, roughly, his place on the prophetic map.  We will know the times and the seasons.  If we confess that these are the times and the seasons, but we do not then examine the prophetic map, to study it in detail, then we are simply mouthing platitudes that have no genuine impact upon our own lives.  

But if we do examine the prophetic map, we see that Rome has already been resurrected.  The European peoples, formerly subjects of Rome (which is also in Western Europe), took of themselves and transplanted themselves in the New World.  They grew and they prospered and they filled the land.

Negotiations between the Arabs and the Jews toward peace only become more urgent the more blood that is shed upon the sands of the Middle East.  We find the event that inaugurates the tribulation period moving desperately closer to realization, the ratification of a treaty of peace in the Middle East between Israel and “many.”  Before that happens, the rapture will happen, perhaps several months beforehand.


Never in the history of the world has the geo-political stage been utterly set for the fulfillment of prophecy.  Russia will not long buy into whatever program the Antichrist proposes.  She and her allies will soon seek to curry favor among the Arabs by destroying Israel.  The nations that are named among her allies are already in her camp, or are moving in that direction.  The nations that are to be allied with the nation of the beast are already so aligned also, as we shall see.  There is nothing to keep the rapture from happening this very moment.  Everything is not only already in place, but the players are apparently moving upon the stage.


One cannot say with certainty whether the Christ-proclaiming Evangelicals are correct in their pronouncement, but the stage is assuredly fully set and everything that will be in motion already is in motion.  


This paper is intended only to whet those appetites and hone the understanding of those looking for the collapse of the United States before the Antichrist steps onto the world stage.
  
The Conservative view is largely right on the money, but it misidentifies the nation and region from which the beast will arise.  We are that little horn that arose after
 the ten nation federation, with Roman blood coursing through our veins.  That is an inescapable conclusion.
Once our understanding of that concept is clear, then it is easy to see how the world stage is in full compliance with the words of the prophets.  Those nations that are to be allied with Russia in her invasion of Israel are her allies already.  

The nations of the West are in alignment as well, though in some cases, the alignment is shaky.  Germany, for example, chose to side with the great power to her north in both the Ukrainian and Georgia/South Ossetia affairs.  
Germany broke ranks from NATO.  The repercussions of that have not stopped reverberating in Europe.  Nor have the political implications.  Over the next few years, we can expect to see Germany draw closer to Russia as her relationship with the West chills.  Russia is in an early burgeoning resurgence, as she reaches the tentacles of her influence toward the South and East.  She doesn’t have the money for it, but her best shot at dethroning the nation of the beast will be to push Israel into the Mediterranean, thereby gaining control of the world’s supply of oil.  It will be a desperate gamble, which Russia will lose, at God’s hand.  Walvoord declares that oil is the hook that God will put in Gog’s jaw to draw him into the hills of Israel, where God can then glorify Himself in Gog.
This paper will discuss certain aspects of this individual who is the Antichrist.  It discusses the nation he leads.  Most Scripture quotations will be taken from the New King James Version of the Scofield Study Bible III (Oxford University Press, New York, 2002), and other versions and materials as referenced.  While the paper presumes some understanding on the part of the reader of Daniel seven and nine and Revelation thirteen, a brief general overview of parts of those passages is provided for ease of reference.  Above all, the purpose of this paper is not to titillate unbelievers or sensationalize world events to come shortly; but it is to indicate to Christians the likely proximity of the rapture  in time, and to exhort them to service as  the Day draws near.

It is the author’s prayer that this paper be read and discussed, and that those who read it realize the most important times and seasons since the Church Age began.  It is his prayer that the true Church will awaken from her long slumber and recognize the time in which she lives; and that God may be glorified by our faith and service, earning heavenly treasure as our reward, shortly to be disbursed.
Wm. Anderson Simpson, Fort Valley    03/03/2009
�   2 Tim 3:12


�   Jn 14: 1-3


�   1 Jn 3:2


�   Rev 6:2


�   http://lionofjudah.tribulationforces.com/articles/prophecy/radmacher_imminent.html


�   The Nations in Prophecy, John F. Walvoord;  Zondervan, Grand Rapids, MI, 1967. pgs. 172-175


�   The Church Age began when our Lord went out of the house and sat by the sea (Mt 13:1), but the Church itself was not formed until several months after the age actually began.  In like manner, the Church may be raptured some few months before the clock starts again on God’s dealings with Israel as a nation.  That clock stopped when Israel rejected her Messiah.  It will restart when Israel and the Arab world ratify a treaty brokered by the beast.  The Church has nothing to do with Israel nationally.  We need not be on the earth simply because God is not yet dealing with Israel nationally.  The rapture has always been imminent, and it remains so today.  The difference is that today we have the words of Scripture matching perfectly the world conditions predicted nearly three thousand years ago.  That has never before been the case.


�   We fail to speak of Zechariah, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Joel, and the prophecies against the nations in Ezekiel and Isaiah in particular.  That which is said of those nations and cities and peoples can be said of each of those peoples today, especially in their relationships with Israel.


�   Dan 7:24
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