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   The following pages have been taken from my proposed manuscript: Hope Amidst the Darkness. I have chosen these pages to show a representation of my writing along with the Scripture that I compiled for the gift book. Unfortunately the photography could not be downloaded because of the file size restriction. My goal was to have the photography enhance what had been compiled from Scripture. As for the marketability of my proposal--I believe that it will resonate with people who are going through a variety of life situations. People need hope, and that hope is found only in the Lord as revealed in Scripture. I love God. My heart's desire is for people to know God and to find comfort and guidance through His Word. In addition to the current manuscript submitted I have been writing a family devotional that is unique. I am very excited about it and have had positive feedback from several individuals who are reading what I have written thus far. 
     As you peruse through the following pages, note that if it were sitting before you in book format it would open as even/odd pages (6-7; 12-13; 18-19; etc...). My intention was for the book to start with who God is and build on itself. However, no matter where the book opens, the two adjoining pages will stand alone for whatever point is being made. 
     I would be happy to send a copy of the full manuscript with photography to any interested publisher.

HOPE AMIDST THE DARKNESS

…by His light I walked through darkness! Job 29:3
cover

FOR THE GLORY OF GOD
                                  Who among you fears the LORD 

and obeys the word of His servant?

                                Let him who walks in the dark,

                                       who has no light,

                                  trust in the name of the LORD
                                      and rely on his God. Isaiah 50:10
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Delight 

yourself 
in the 

LORD

and He 

will give

you the 

desires

of your 

heart.

Psalm 37:4
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OPENING WORDS
I am not one to come up with some super ‘novel’ idea and creatively weave a story that will capture my audience’s attention and captivate their imagination. What I have is a zeal for God and a passion for His Word. Many people view the Holy Bible as a great instruction manual; and they are right to do so. But God's Word is so much more. It is a message of hope and love and encouragement.
Do you feel as though your life has no purpose? Be encouraged. Like an artist, God has created you for a purpose and has a plan for your life. Let Him be your master and serve Him out of a heart of love.
Do you feel like a failure? Stand strong. God is your King and He has written you, by name, in ‘His-story’. Take heart. This world is not our home. We are just sojourners on our way to the ‘Promised Land’.    
Do you feel frightened? I have heard that God has said in every one of the books of the Bible, “Do not fear.”  God is the Good Shepherd. When God is with you and for you, no one can prevail against you.  
Are you suffering? Be comforted. Let God's Spirit of comfort carry you through this dark world with its pain and pitfalls.

 Have you been abandoned or orphaned? Trust in God . God will never leave you nor forsake you. As your perfect heavenly Father, He will love you and care for you as His own dear child. 
Do you yearn for closeness and intimacy? Listen, Almighty God calls His church by the name ‘bride.’  You are God’s beloved  and He has written you a love letter, the Holy Bible. Ponder that in your heart and rest there for a minute.   

God is providentially caring for you and guiding you through this life. Greater still, He is preparing a heavenly home for you. One day He will bring you home to live with Him forever. So once again I say, “Take heart and be encouraged.” We may live in dark times but so have those who have come before us. We can rest in the truth that Jesus has overcome the world and has given us victory. We do have a message of hope, and that message is worth living and dying for!    
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WHO IS GOD
Our God, I Am is your name. 

Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth 
and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God, 
Psalm 90:2 God has always been and always will be forever and 
ever, without beginning and without end—eternal, immortal 
God.
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He has made everything beautiful in its time.
He has also set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what 

          God has done from beginning to end.   Ecclesiastes 3:11
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HOW GREAT IS GOD--
BEYOND OUR UNDERSTANDING!

THE
 NUMBER

OF HIS
YEARS

IS PAST  

FINDING
 OUT.

Job 36:26
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Almighty Sovereign GOD---

I praise you, for you alone are the true God; you alone are the living and eternal King. Jeremiah 10:10
Holy and awesome is your name. Psalm 111:9
I praise you, for I can rest in the truth that you are always 
good.  2 Chronicles 5:13 
For the LORD my God is the God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, Deuteronomy 10:17  compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness…Exodus 34:6 

I praise you, for you are high and exalted. Who can comprehend the depths of your wisdom and knowledge? For you are incomprehensible. Who can compare to you? For your judgments are unsearchable and your paths beyond tracing out. Romans 11:33
I praise you, for you are my Father, my God and my Savior. Psalm 89:26 You are my fortress and my deliverer in whom I take refuge. 2 Samuel 22:2-3
I love you and adore you. You are my dwelling place Psalm 90:1 

You will not share the devotion of your beloved.  

For the LORD my God is a consuming fire, a jealous God. Deuteronomy 4:24
Help me to always walk before you and be blameless. Genesis 17:1
I pray this in the matchless name of the risen Lord Jesus. Amen
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FOR 

THE 

LORD

GIVES 

WISDOM,
AND

FROM

HIS

MOUTH

COMES
KNOWLEDGE

AND

UNDERSTANDING.

PROVERBS 2:6
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There are 66 books that make up the Holy Bible. 
Since many books make up a library, 
the Holy Bible can be called God’s perfect library. 
I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go;
 I will counsel you and watch over you.  Psalm 32:8
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SAVED BY FAITH

Although God’s law is perfect and good, no one has ever been saved by the law of God. Salvation has always been through faith. Those in Old Testament days looked forward to the coming savior. 
Abram believed the LORD. The LORD accepted Abram because he believed. So his faith made him right with the LORD.

Genesis 15:6 (NIRV)
It is for this reason that Abraham is called the father of faith. 

God’s law was never intended to save anyone. Instead, it was written to show us how sinful we are so that we may know that we need a savior. 
Therefore no one will be declared righteous in His sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin. 
Romans 3:20.
 We are all sinners, lost and separated from God. We are all in need of a savior.
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, Romans 3:23
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       Have mercy on me, O GOD,
                according to your unfailing love;

                             according to your great compassion 

                              blot out my transgressions.

                                   Create in me a pure heart, O GOD, 

and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Psalm 51:1, 10

29

JESUS
In the New Testament our great hope has been revealed. That hope is the Lord Jesus Christ. Not just for the Jews, but for anyone who will come to Him. 
God appointed me to bring all of His Word to you. That Word contains the mystery that has been hidden for many ages. But now has been made known to God’s people.  And here it is. Christ is in you. He is your hope of glory. Colossians 1:25b-26,27b (NIRV)

Because of God’s great love for you, He sent you His very own Son to save you from your sins. 
For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16
32

THEN  YOU

WILL KNOW

THE

TRUTH,  

AND  THE 

 TRUTH 

WILL SET

 YOU FREE.

JOHN 8:32
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Jesus did not stay dead. No, we worship the risen Lord.
For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or

gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to 
you from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake. Through Him you believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and glorified Him, and so your faith and hope are in God.

1 Peter 1: 18-21

As the scriptures express it,

 “I am placing a stone in Jerusalem, a chosen cornerstone, and anyone who believes in Him will never be disappointed,” 1 Peter 2:6(NLT)
40

We are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.

For I am Convinced that
neither death
    nor life,
neither angels
    nor demons,
 neither the past
    nor the future, 
nor any powers, 
neither height
       nor depth,
 nor anything else 
 in all creation, 
will be able to
 separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8: 37-39
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Jesus is God the Son. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father, interceding on our behalf. 
The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of His being, sustaining all things by His powerful word. After He had provided purification for sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. Hebrews 1:3
Jesus is our King and if we belong to Him, we belong to His kingdom.

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God… 1 Peter 2:9
Jesus is our great High Priest. We can now go to God in prayer, praying for all things according to His will, in Jesus’ name. 
For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way just as we are—yet was without sin. Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. Hebrews 4:15-16  
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Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything,

By prayer and petition,

With thanksgiving, present your requests to God.

And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, 

will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
Philippians 4:6-7
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OUR RESPONSIBILITY
God is speaking to you. Make it your hearts desire to live to please Him. 
I have hidden your Word in my heart
 that I might not sin against you. Psalm 119:11 

We can not know our Holy God, nor can we obey and please Him, if we do not know His Word.
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O nations of the world, recognize the LORD is glorious and strong. Give to the LORD the glory He deserves! Bring your offering and come to worship Him. Worship the LORD in all His splendor. 

1 Chronicles 16:28-29(NLT)
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THIS I DECLARE OF THE LORD:

He alone

                                                                              Is my

                                                                          Refuge,
                                                                              My place

Of safety;
                                                                             He is

                                                                             My god,
                                                                           And 

                                                                         I am 

                                                                        Trusting 

                                                                           Him.

Psalm 91:2(NLT)
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God loves you.

He will never leave you. He will never abandon you. 
He will always accomplish the very best for your life, 
if you just trust Him.

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose. Romans 8:28.

Rest in the promise that He is an awesome God,
able to do more for you, and through you 
than you could ever imagine. 
And now, all glory to God,
who is able to keep you from stumbling,
and who will bring you into His glorious presence
 innocent of sin and with great joy. All glory to Him,
who alone is God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Yes, glory, majesty, power, and authority belong to Him,
in the beginning, now, and forevermore. Amen.
Jude 1:24-25
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FINAL WORDS
     I primarily compiled this to give my fellow believers hope from God’s Word and to encourage each one of you to open your Bible and listen to what God says. However, I do realize that some of you may not believe in Jesus and so the following words are for you.

     When I was a young girl my grandparents would bring me out west on vacations with them. Although the plains of the Dakotas and eastern Montana are a beautiful kaleidoscope of colors, nothing thrilled my soul more than that first distant view of the Rocky Mountains. I would watch with eager anticipation and awe as we drove closer and closer to their imposing white-capped peaks. I did not grow up going to church or knowing the things of God. I did not know Jesus as my Savior---but I knew in my heart that only a being bigger and more majestic than those mountains could have created them.
     I have never had the money to travel the world. What I have seen is about equivalent to a grain of sand on the shores of a vast sea. And yet, it is enough to testify to the existence of a creator God. Early on I rejected the empty and hopeless explanations the world gives for our existence. I sought out truth. Through many years I sought truth through different human means. Is our purpose to love? Is life about pursuing personal happiness and contentment? I knew there was a God. I just did not know what that meant for my life. Finally, I turned to the source of truth and listened to His words written down for me. I opened the Holy Bible and began reading it. I let God speak to me. He was the teacher and I was the pupil. Yet, the subject was tough and I did not ‘get it’ right away. I plunged ahead, often in confusion, sometimes in boredom and yet, always with anticipation. God was so patient with me. I started in Genesis and read my way through the entire Old Testament without understanding. Then, something happened. In the pages of the gospel I learned who Jesus is. Jesus is God the Son sent to redeem me from my hopeless way of life.  I finally ‘got it’; and I just know that my teacher smiled. Jesus is the truth I was seeking all along. I knew I was a sinner separated from God. Now I knew my Savior. An awakening happened within me as joy and peace entered my soul like I had never felt before.  

     If you have a yearning for truth and have not accepted Jesus as your Savior, listen, God is speaking to you. Jesus loves you and died to pay the debt for your sins. You were created in God’s image; created to glorify Him. If you want that life, look unto the cross of Christ and believe. The Bible teaches us That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved, Romans 10:9. If you have done this, you have gone from death to life. You are now written in the Lamb’s book of life (Revelations 20:12). All glory to God!!
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I am the WAY 

                     the TRUTH and 

                      the LIFE:
No man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

John 14:6 (KJV)
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The Bible teaches us who God is. God’s glory is the sum of all of His attributes. When we praise God for who He is we give Him all the glory. Although God is without limit, here is a list of His attributes to get you started. Meditate daily on the character of God and give Him all the glory. 

May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Jesus Christ, so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Romans 15:5-6 
Abba (Father): Psalm 89:26; Galatians 4:6-7   

Beautiful:  Psalm 27:4 

Blessed: Daniel 2:20 (KJV); Ephesians 1:3; 1 Peter 1:3 (KJV)
Creator: Genesis 1:1; Colossians 1:15-16

Defender: Psalm 20:1 (KJV); John 17:11 

Everlasting: Psalm 90:2; Isaiah 9:6; Daniel 7:27

Faithful: Psalm 117:2; 1 Corinthians 1:9

Friend: Proverbs 18:24; James 2:23

Gentle: 2 Samuel 22:36 (KJV); Matthew 21:5; 2 Corinthians 10:1; Galatians 5:22
Healer: Exodus 15:26; James 5:14-15

Holy: Leviticus 11:44a; Revelations 4:8 

Hope: Psalm 25:3; Romans 15:13

Humble: Isaiah 57:15 (KJV); Luke 14:7-11
Inerrant Word: Haggai 1:3; 1 Thessalonians 2:13; 2Timothy 3:16
I Am: Exodus 3:14; John 8:58; John 18:5-6
(This is a very small list of the attributes included. The book ends with rest of the attribute list--two pages in all.)
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