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Here’s the introduction to My Gospel, and the first chapter. This should give you a sense of the trajectory of this book. I wrote this out of a desire to create a tool to help new believers (and not-so-new believers) dig deep and build their lives on the Rock. I have also written a second book, My Gospel Companion, which is a workbook/study guide. The book and its companion lend themselves to convenient church school use since the book has thirteen chapters and the companion has a corresponding thirteen weeks of daily studies. The seventh day of each week is for group discussion.


I am not in a position, financially, to self-publish, so I am hoping for a publisher that will see the market value of this book and its companion. You may contact me at, Roy@TheBetterPlace.org, or use my phone or postal address that is provided here by The Writer’s Edge.

Your partner in the adventure,
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Roy L. Miller
MY GOSPEL

 Roy L. Miller

INTRODUCTION


As I was working in my office one morning at the church where I was the pastor, my secretary buzzed me to ask if it would be o.k. for a gentleman from India to stop by and speak with me. She explained that this same man had called to make an appointment to see me close to a month previous but that I had been out of town at the time so he chose not to pursue the meeting. I told my secretary to tell the man I would meet with him that morning.


I don’t recall his name. I’ll call him “Mr. Gupta” in honor of an Indian professor I once had.  Mr. Gupta arrived shortly, and, after greetings were exchanged, we sat at one end of the conference table that was in my office. We sat adjacent to each other at the end of the table nearest my desk and the book shelves that were at that end of the room.


As we spoke, he explained that he had been in our town of Wellsville, NY for the past month for the purpose of visiting his son who lived there. He explained further that he had determined, as he began his trip to the U. S. of America, that he would seek out a person who could explain the Christian faith to him. He knew there were Christians in India, but he didn’t know where to find any in the Hindu region where he lived. He thought he should have no trouble finding someone to speak with about Christianity while visiting his son.


Mr. Gupta began his search for someone to speak with by asking a colleague of his son for recommendations. That person suggested that he speak with Rev. Miller at the Methodist Church. – When Mr. Gupta originally contacted my secretary, she attempted to set an appointment for him to meet with me. However, when she identified all the times I could not meet due to prior obligations on my calendar, Mr. Gupta decided to find someone else to speak with. So, he asked a second person, “Whom do you suggest I speak with to learn about Christianity?” That person gave him the same response as the first person had given. Mr. Gupta told me he responded by explaining that Rev. Miller was way too busy and couldn’t this person recommend someone else? But the second person insisted that Rev. Miller was the one to speak with.


Days went past and Mr. Gupta was occupied with his son’s family and with seeing the sights of Western New York State with them. Finally, as the time of his visit was nearing an end, he determined to try again to find a person with whom he could discuss the Christian faith. He asked yet another person whom he should talk to,   and he received the same reply he had received from the previous two people. “So”, he said, “I called you again and here I am. I believe I am supposed to speak with you.” – Indeed, he was supposed to speak with me. That was obvious, but I’m not always quick to see such obvious things.


What would you say if someone said to you, “I am here so you can tell me about the Christian faith?” With no more of a lead-in than that where would you start? Well, in my case Mr. Gupta had explained that he would be on a plane headed back to India the very next day. So, my response was to say, “I have several copies of the book Mere Christianity by C. S. Lewis right here on one of my shelves. This book explains the faith very well and you can read it while you’re on the plane.” 


As I began to search for the stack of Mere Christianity books on the shelf where I knew they were, Mr. Gupta politely protested, “I am supposed to talk with you. I would like to hear what you have to say about Christianity.” 


But as he sat at the conference table in my office, I continued to search for a copy of the book in exactly the place where I recalled I should find it. I couldn’t find it. Those books were not where I knew they were. Nevertheless, I continued my search while Mr. Gupta and I carried on a conversation that grew ever more awkward as he asked me to just sit down and talk with him and as I continued to say, “But this is a very good book if I can just find it; I know it’s right here someplace.”


Finally I had to give up my search and I sat down again at the table adjacent to Mr. Gupta. I said a silent prayer asking God to direct the conversation. Mr. Gupta began by expressing some of his disillusionment with the Hindu faith, especially the doctrine of reincarnation. That was just the opening I needed to begin to share the Gospel with him based on a part of the Gospel message that has been especially encouraging to me. 


I read to Mr. Gupta from Romans 7 starting at verse 14 and then on to verse 15 where the Apostle Paul said, “I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do.” I continued to read further, “I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature, for I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do – this I keep on doing” (verses 18-19). And I concluded with verse 24 which says, “What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?”  I confessed to Mr. Gupta that this scripture is personally meaningful to me because it describes my own struggle. I said I thought it also expressed the struggle of people everywhere and then I asked if this scripture expressed his experience. 


“Yes! Yes!” he said, “It does! That’s me!” I then offered my opinion that we can be reincarnated a million times and yet never solve this problem. Mr. Gupta readily agreed. The dilemma that Paul expressed over 2,000 years ago was a problem everyone had then. It’s a problem we still experience today. And no matter how many lives we might live, it will never stop being a problem. 



Part of the rational for reincarnation is that we will continue to be recycled through this physical world until we are able to completely detach ourselves from all worldly objects. The experience of every generation is that no person ever truly comes close to reaching such a perfection that will emancipate them into nirvana. The dilemma expressed by Paul in Romans chapter seven is the dilemma of every person in every generation. Apart from the initiative of a personal, loving God who comes to save us, there is no hope to ever really improve one’s “karman” and to escape from the perpetual enslavement of “samsara.” We are hopeless if left to ourselves without a savior. (And, in my opinion, the one true Savior, who is the one true God, takes us to an infinitely better eternity than nirvana.)


Our conversation was on a roll now. I proceeded to read verse twenty-five where Paul launches into praise for Jesus and then chapter eight of Romans where Paul begins to explain the work of Jesus Christ who gave his life as a sin offering, who was raised from the dead, who has given us his Spirit with resurrection power so we can live a victorious life controlled by the Spirit and not by our sinful nature. Mr. Gupta asked the questions, and I simply responded based on my knowledge of scripture and my personal relationship with Jesus. And Mr. Gupta believed the Gospel and received for himself the gift of salvation that Jesus purchased for him. – “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.” – John 1:12.


I learned of Mr. Gupta’s death a few months later because his obituary appeared in our local newspaper. Right then and there I was especially thankful that I had been privileged to talk with him and not to merely put a book in his hand. I’m confident I will see Mr. Gupta again one day when I join him in our Father’s Kingdom. Oh, guess what? As soon as Mr. Gupta left my office I turned to resume my search for that stack of books. And there they were, right where I knew they were and exactly where I had been looking for them just as easy to see as anything can be. I blame my guardian angel for hiding them.


Mr. Gupta knew I was supposed to talk with him and not just give him a book. As I have already indicated, I was a little slow to pick up on that fact. But, I’m learning.  Each one of us who knows Jesus Christ has a story to tell. And someone is waiting to hear your story. 


Jesus told those who had believed in him, “and you shall be my witnesses” – Acts 1:8. This is true for all of us who know Jesus. We can witness regarding who we know and what he has revealed to us as we have lived and walked with him by faith. As we read the scriptures and meditate on what we read, God gives us grace to understand. We can then witness regarding this understanding. If you know Jesus, there are people who need to hear the Gospel as only you can tell it. You are his witness.


The Apostle Paul often referred to “the gospel” or to “the gospel of Jesus Christ” when he spoke and wrote. But on at least three occasions he called the gospel of Jesus Christ “my gospel” (Romans 2:16, 16:25 and Second Timothy 2:8). This makes sense, not because the gospel Paul preached was about him but because he expressed it in a unique way that was unlike the way anyone else expressed it. This holds true for you and me.  There’s only one Gospel of Jesus Christ, but we each express that Gospel in our own unique way. Therefore, I have determined to tell you “my gospel.” This is to say, “The Gospel of my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ the way I tell it.” I have been encouraged to tell my gospel in writing simply because many people have gone out of their way to tell me they have been helped by my telling of the Gospel. I hope and I trust that you, the reader, will be helped in some measure as well as you read the chapters of this book.


A note to the reader about interacting with the Bible as you read this book: Already you have read some quotations from the Bible and other references to the Bible as you have read this introduction. Because the Gospel is based on the Bible, as you read through the chapters of this book, you will be reading many Bible quotes and references. You will gain more from your reading of this book if you take time to look up the Bible references and see the quoted verses in their context and see the portions of the Bible that are referred to.


Not everyone who reads this book will be familiar with the Bible, so here is a little guidance. There are many “books” in the Bible. Some are only a page in length. Others are several pages in length and are divided into chapters. Each book has a title or name. You will find a table of contents at the front of any Bible where all the books are listed along with the page number where they can be found. Each book of the Bible has been broken down into verses. The verses are indicated with small numbers that can be found within the text. Books that are longer than a page or two are also sub-divided into chapters. Each chapter is indicated by a large number at the beginning of the chapter.


To use one of the scriptures that was referenced above (Romans 2:16); “Romans” is the name of the book. “2” is the chapter number and “16” is the verse number within that second chapter. As with just about anything, the more you use a Bible, the more familiar and comfortable you will become with it. In time you will not even need to check the table of contents.

ONE

For the Love of Us

Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the Lord makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring and prolong his days and the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand.









 – Isaiah 53:10

The Apostle Paul wrote to the Corinthians that he had “resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified” – I Cor. 2:2. This ugly, unimaginably cruel murder is at the very heart of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Many have rejected the Gospel because of the crucifixion. Paul said the crucifixion is a stumbling block and foolishness to persons who do not know Jesus (I Cor. 1:23). People have questioned why a God who is supposed to be love could will the murder of anyone, least of all His own Son. Others see the crucifixion as a sign of the impotence of God. Still others see it as a sign that Jesus was not who he claimed to be; that he was merely a good man who was at the wrong place at the wrong time. Many heresies have evolved out of human attempts to rationalize or to explain away the crucifixion while ignoring the teaching of scripture.

The Mess We Have Made


To understand the reason for the crucifixion and to know why it is, in fact, “good news” for us, I go back to the beginning of God’s revelation to us. I go to the first book of the Bible. 


In the first chapter of Genesis we find an account of creation from the very beginning. This chapter, and those that immediately follow, lay a foundation to help us understand the spiritual dynamics that are at work in all the rest of the Bible. On the first day of creation God said, “Let there be light,” and there was and it was good. On the second day God spoke the atmosphere into existence. Next he created dry ground, then vegetation and so on. As God went about the work of creation, He kept observing that it was good. Finally, He created human beings in His own image and commissioned them as servant rulers over all the rest of creation. Then, upon surveying all He had created, He observed it was “very good.” But the world we live in today is far from “very good,” so what happened?


What happened is found in the third chapter of Genesis. Here we find a husband and wife who are identified as Adam and Eve. Adam had been instructed by God not to eat from the “tree of the knowledge of good and evil.” And he had been told by God that should he ever eat of that tree, he would die (Gen. 2:17). Apparently Adam had later given this information to his wife because when Satan engaged Eve in a conversation where he questioned the truth of this particular instruction from God, Eve knew what he was talking about. She repeated the warning that had first been given to Adam, that death would follow if she were to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (Gen. 3:2). 
Now, Jesus said of Satan, “he is a liar and the father of lies” – John 8:44. We see Satan being Satan here as he lies to Eve and tells her that she will not die but that she “will be like God, knowing good and evil” – Gen. 3:5.


To know God is to know good. To know nothing but God is to know nothing but good. The rejection of God is the door into knowing evil. At first Adam and Eve lived in a right relationship with God. God was their only God. They lived in complete obedience to Him with no other gods besides Him. It was paradise. Then they chose to reject God, to disobey, to become gods unto themselves. “You will be like God,” Satan had said. That was the fruit that looked so pleasing and good to eat. That was the fruit they ate. Adam had been standing right beside Eve during the whole conversation with Satan, and he decided with her to be his own god.


We all fall into this temptation. At first we do so unwittingly. As children we think and behave as if we are the center of the universe. “It’s all about me.” Later, as we grow older, we become consciously aware of the will of God placed by God within our hearts (Rm. 2:15) and perhaps we also are made aware of His will as it’s revealed in scripture. We then willfully reject God, just as Adam and Eve did, because we prefer to live our lives to please ourselves rather than in obedience to God. We choose to become our own gods.


The consequences of rejecting God were immediately recognized by Adam and Eve. When God was their God, they were naked as regards their own righteousness, yet they were unashamed because all of creation saw them clothed in God’s righteousness. Now that they had rejected God, they discovered they had no righteousness of their own; they were naked and exposed as such. The Apostle Paul claimed to be without fault in regard to legalistic righteousness of his own doing (Phil. 3:6), yet he considered that to be filthy rags compared to the righteousness that comes from God. The best Adam and Eve could do was to put some fig leaves together; not even close to the covering God would provide for them. 


To be completely righteous is to know what is right and to do what is right in all things at all times. As finite creatures we cannot begin to know what is right in all situations. So, we just keep making more and bigger messes. Politics, even at its very best, pits people against people because everyone has different ideas about what the right course of actions is. In fact, no one really knows what is right, nor can anyone know what is right. Only God has that capacity. The variables involved in choosing a right course of action are always beyond our finite capacity to grasp. Apart from God, there can be no true righteousness. And that’s not all.


God is the only source of true courage and security. Apart from God, we find ourselves fearful, anxious, worried and insecure. Adam hid because he was afraid. That had never happened when God was his God. 


God is the only source of love. Apart from God, we fall short in the love department. To love with the love of God is to be patient and kind. It is not to envy, boast, be proud, rude, self-seeking, become easily angered, or to keep a record of wrongs. It is to rejoice with the truth, to always protect, always trust, always hope and to always persevere (I Cor. 13:4-7). Adam and Eve had lived in love, in perfect harmony with God and with each other. When they became their own gods they quickly turned to berating and accusing each other. In doing this they were reflecting the character of their new mentor whose very name means “adversary” and who is also called the “accuser” (Rev. 12:10). 


Can you begin to imagine what a different world we would live in if only everyone loved everyone else with the love of God? There would be no oppression, no poverty, no war, no abuse of any kind, no crime, no divorce; it would be a very different world.


God is the only source of life. We may exist apart from God sustained by the eternal laws of creation that God has established, but we cannot live apart from God. Satan lied. Adam and Eve died. They were created in God’s image to live and reign with Him forever, but they rejected that life when they rejected God. These first people opened the door to death where death had never been before. Theologians refer to this first rejection of God as the “fall.” And so, we now live in a fallen world. 


I find it difficult to imagine, from our vantage point in a fallen world that is full of death, what it must have been like to be in a world where there was no death. At least not for those created in the image of God. We were designed to live forever in spirit, mind and body. What a different world we live in today!


In the beginning God created everything very good. Then the first people broke their relationship with God to be gods unto themselves. Now we live in a world where that brokenness has spread far and wide and it just keeps on spreading. I see it like this: when you throw a rock into a pond, it “breaks” the pond at the point of entry. But, because the whole universe of that pond is interconnected, (each molecule of water touches others which touch yet more and so on) it is impossible to break the pond at any one point without breaking it at every point. The ripples spread. If I were to attempt to stop those ripples from spreading, I know what would happen; I would just make more ripples. I would only add to the brokenness because I lack the perfect righteousness to know how to stop those ripples. The Apostle Paul expressed it this way, “…sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men” – Rm.5:12. That’s the ripple effect.


Genesis reveals the ripple effect simply by telling the story. We have already seen the effects of the immediate splash. Adam and Eve knew a fear and insecurity that they never new before. They started accusing and berating each other and creation. As we read what God said to Adam and Eve regarding some of the consequences of the spreading brokenness that they would soon experience, we can see the ripples spreading. God explained the plant life would be altered, (perhaps as the brokenness spread to the genetic code of the plants) and the man would find it ever more difficult to grow and harvest crops. 


The woman and man had exercised an equal partnership in their rule over creation. The woman had been taken from the man’s side as his equal. She had not been taken from his head to rule over him or from his foot that he should rule over her. Now God explained the woman would desire her husband. Not in the way that love desires but rather in the sense of wanting his gifts, his abilities and his authority, including a desire to rule over him. But God explained what would also happen is the man would rule over the woman. This had never happened when the man loved the woman. Now, in his fallen state, the man would assert his greater brute strength to satisfy his selfish desires.


The story goes on. In chapter four we read about the first murder. In chapter five the ages to which people lived begin to be recorded. Adam lived for 930 years. Others lived less. Some lived longer. Noah lived for 950 years but then life expectancy really began to drop off. Shem lived to be 600, Arphaxad made it to 438, Shelah 433, Eber 464, Peleg 239, Reu 239, Serug 230, Nahor 148, Terah lived to be 205 years old and his son Abraham made it to 175 years. I suspect you see the pattern. By the time of Christ, 40 was considered to be old. Today average life expectancy, with the help of medical science, is still only in the seventies. This is the story of the ripples of brokenness spreading. 


We live in a world where entropy has been identified as a law of physical science. This is the degradation of the matter and energy in the universe to an ultimate state of uniform inertness. Clearly, this entropy could not have always been at work. If it had been then the complex formations of matter that we can observe all about us never would have come into existence. We live in a world where the DNA of all living things is experiencing its own entropy as it is ever more degraded from one generation to the next. Therefore, diseases continue to multiply. 


The world we live in is not the world as God made it nor the world as God intended it to be. Of course, we cannot blame Adam and Eve for the mess we find ourselves in. The fact is that we have all thrown our rocks into the pond of creation. We have all rejected God to be gods unto ourselves. We have all added to the brokenness many times over. Paul puts it this way, “There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” – Rm. 3:22-23.

We are a little more than half way through the first chapter at this point, but this is the limit allowed here by The Writer’s Edge. Give me a call and you can read the remainder of this chapter and also of the book. RLM

