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‘I’m going to give you two endings’, was my cryptic response to an earlier request for a  wider ‘Theory of Everything’. This chapter is more philosophical and holistic, even prophetic, using these current scientific ideas to resonate with our search for a deeper reality. The other was more personal, encoun​tering dimensions of the spirit – where real prayer changes things. ‘It works’, as recent clinical experiments seem to reveal. 

The challenge was to make sense of a spiritual reality beyond the reductionism of the three-dimensional world picture of Richard Dawkins, who focuses on the physical, ruling out any dimensions of the spirit. We shall move beyond the positivism of Stephen Hawking where only what can be tested and proved is true, to the models of transcendence in today’s physics. 

We wanted to make sense of the mysteries and paradoxes in science, as well as being able to find a language for talking about prayer, miracles, healing, the resurrection and eternal life in the context of a multidimensional worldview. 

My prophetic understanding is that the new scientific world picture will become a multidimensional worldview to enhance our perception of a holistic reality. 

The Spiritual Universe /p. 147 
‘Can you make sense of heaven and eternity in the light of the current Theory of Everything?’ queried Angus. ‘We’ve been on an exciting journey of discovery – this might be the final challenge – to link it with our spiritual discoveries?’ Richard the down-to-earth scientist questioned me. Where to start!

‘CAN YOU MAKE SENSE OF HEAVEN AND ETERNITY

IN THE LIGHT OF THE CURRENT THEORY OF EVERYTHING?’

 ‘What about that new M-Theory in 11 or 12 dimen​sions that you were excited about?’ Josh was into multi-media in his art studies, keen to translate the indescribable into visual metaphors. Melissa was still vitally interested in the spirit world. As a budding psy​chologist, she wanted to put to rest some of the dark powers that still plagued her. Richard however wanted to begin with the science: ‘It does seem as though M-Theory is a fantastic underlying theory of everything’. ‘And still can’t be experi​mentally tested’, teased Angus. ‘I’ve more proof of the presence of the Spirit!’, laughed Josh. The others sided with Richard: ‘we think we know where we are, even with today’s science’. However with this new theory of the twenty-first century still catching everyone’s imagination, we will have to accept some mystery with it – for it was M for Mystery or Magic, or the Mother of all theories. Melissa remembered the strange ideas of the 1980’s, of par​ticles not being points, but tiny loops or strings, which vibrated like Ruth’s violin strings. ‘A cosmic string quintet’, joked Ruth, ‘or a well-tempered universe!’ This was to lead to superstrings in 10 or 11 dimensions. And then they found not one but five different superstring theories as well as supergravity in 10 or 11, Richard pointed out, though he doubted whether it was real: ‘How can all these be one grand Theory of Everything?’ Superstrings and even supergravity are now identical in one unique framework using the creative concept of duality. ‘A very exciting prospect’ Josh enthused. He already saw enormous implications for talking about God, Jesus and the Spirit. He wanted to press on; an idea was forming in his mind, steeped in multimedia pictures, of duality and the Trinity, of Jesus as Son of God … but the others wanted to focus on the science. 

In the Big Bang, our customary three space and one time dimension had expanded. The other seven space dimensions had contracted. ‘Until recently’, Angus reminded us, ‘we thought these seven would be all compactified – curled up very small’. Richard confirmed from Brian Greene’s book135 that one or more of these extra dimensions may well be com​paratively large or even infinite. 

‘Therefore they could be tested in the next generation of particle accelerators’, Ruth enthused – an exciting thought, Richard agreed. He had explored further. In Stephen Hawking’s ‘The Universe in a Nutshell’, current M-theory suggests that there are not only strings (in one dimension or ‘brane’), but vibrating two-dimensional membranes (2-branes), and even three-dimensional blobs and a host of others – ‘p-branes’. As their inventor, Paul Townsend, calls them: ‘a democracy of branes!’136 
Josh and Melissa were enormously excited: ‘just a fraction or so away from us at each point in spacetime, is a shadow world’. Richard was also entering the thrill of the visible universe like a 3-D brane, floating within higher dimensional space, ‘So we are only shadows (branes!) of a deeper reality, a higher dimensional spacetime’ – ‘shades of Plato’s cave’, interrupted Ruth. ‘So it would provide a super model for your faith-stuff!’ Melissa accepted this new world picture. 

The Spiritual Dimensions 
And so the group began to see a deeper pattern emerging from M-Theory for the Holy Spirit and healing, as well as the dark shadows of ley-lines, white witches and wiccas. There is certainly a widespread awareness of the supernatural. As Josh knew, there were also the dark powers – a lower dimension, he thought – the occult dark dimension that he had met before. Josh knew these dimensions also included the numinous feeling of the stone circle, which had triggered the whole expe​rience of the Flatlanders many months ago. 

Out of the Cave – a look at Eternity. 
	Then a visitor asked if he could join us. Phil had heard about M-Theory, and wanted to know how this fitted in with the idea of eternity. He felt that these multidimensional theories had a deeper significance. We weren’t sure we could answer this. A unified understanding in theoretical physics involves new concepts, ‘extra dimensions beyond the physical three’, as 

Martin Rees has pointed out.137 

	The Astronomer Royal also 

	Out of the Cave
	warned that previously held intuitions​ about space and time

	-A Look at Eternity.
	‘will have to be jettisoned’. This con​firmed our confidence that a new world picture was being more widely accepted.

	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	


We had shared some out-of-the-cave experiences. ‘Maybe we thought we lived in a three dimensional world, but are really shadows cast by the higher dimensions revealed in M-Theory,’ pondered Angus. 

‘Could this be an analogue of the incarnation?’ wondered Richard, rather doubtfully. As a positivist, he couldn’t decide what reality is. He realized he may have to make a leap of faith, perhaps ‘What if …?’– as Kaluza once tried. 

We were all wary of ‘eternity’ perhaps because of its being bound up with the concept of time: time for Richard was just a succession of moments, a clock ticking since the world began -until it ends. ‘This is the Arrow of Time,’ as Richard echoed what many scientists assume. Or as the atheist Peter Atkins might insist, the experience of time is merely the gearing of the electrochemical processes in our brain to this ‘purposeless drift into chaos’ as we sink into equilibrium and the grave. 

‘You surely don’t believe that’, demanded Josh. Even Richard Dawkins’ militant atheism (from his rather narrow biological standpoint) admits to a feeling of awe over living things. 

‘It seems to me’, interjected the pragmatic Richard, ‘that there are two times. One is the ‘chronos’ dimension of science, the regular progression of seconds and minutes and hours. But there is also the ‘kairos’ dimension – the multi-dimensional moment which takes us out of the mundane, the everyday. Kairos is the creative, perhaps ecstatic time of love, of the spirit, seen in moments of transcendence’. 

We all remember beautiful sunsets over the hills, a baby’s first cry – for some even the scoring of a vital goal … But there is also the dragging time, even boredom, and the tor-turer’s time (the apparently everlasting time in solitary confinement, which Richard Wurmbrandt once described to us). ‘Indeed of Jesus on the cross,’ mused Josh. 

Richard reminded us that time (and space) technically begins at the Big Bang. At that point all dimensions are unified at so-called t=0. If there is a big crunch, chronological time will cease then. 

Even here the only point that we can conceive is our time, starting from the self-awareness beginning in our childhood, up to ‘now’, our human limit. ‘Eternity was beyond us, liter​ally,’ joked Angus. The catholic idea of God in everlasting time or space seemed to have the wrong concepts, an inappropriate ‘category error’. Josh preferred to think of God being involved with his creation, changing and interacting with his universe. ‘Needing us,’ as the process theologians might say.138 
Ruth, our musician, had been particularly interested in healing time, and in letting ourselves into the dimension of music. 

She preferred a string quartet where her violin sang in another dimension. ‘We haven’t begun to think about time unless we talk about music’, she said. ‘It’s like contemplation if it goes well. Otherwise it becomes repetitive and boring.’ As Angus remarked, ‘I think that’s what happened when I used to go to church services.’ ‘When the Spirit is present it’s so differ​ent’, Josh reminded us. ‘The hard question: is your music linked to the timelessness of eternity, a sort of taking time out?’ Josh thought we only really exist when we are aware of the higher dimensions, ‘a kind of redeeming the time?’ 

God is outside time – but also within it. 
Eternity, then, seems to be real only when it is now! The past does not exist any more. The future has not yet appeared! Josh preferred the more personal ‘everlasting life’: ‘it is both now and not yet.’ Now in the awareness of the Spirit, and not yet as regards to the fulfillment of everything in the end times. 

‘I think God’s eternity is not endless time’, Richard was thinking on his feet. ‘He is not on some kind of endless time line,  and he has allotted us all the time we need to fulfil our poten​tial  – our destiny if you like.’ 

God is outside time- 

but also within it‘Music is like that’, mused Ruth. ‘Alternating sound and silence can be magic, another dimension of reality’. ‘Sort of working with the grain’, was how Richard looked at it. ‘Or patterns of equilibrium and tension resolving by the end.’ Melissa put in, ‘It’s like suspending reso​lution until the promise is fulfilled’. 

‘Have you heard any of John Tavener’s music,’ I challenged them. It seemed to me that music itself was a true redemptive analogy of the Spirit. Tavener believes his music may well be tapping into ‘a deep longing for the sacred’139 in our lives. His critics say it’s just ritual repetition, rather like substitute religion. ‘I’m happy with Mozart, or Beethoven’, said Ruth, ‘but Shostakovich really challenges you into another world again.’ 

A new heaven and a new earth. 
After these thoughts, we decided that the eternity of the book of Revelation is one of activity, joy and wonder, inviting us to share in God’s new dimension of spacetime, ‘the new heaven and new earth’. Time itself will be redeemed with the whole cosmos. God’s eternity has been made known and its mystery opened up in Jesus – the self-involvement of God. ‘Perhaps the old earth and heavens in their three dimensions will have passed their sell-by time. All the extra seven or so dimensions could then unroll, giving us a thrilling new picture of what happens when this world ends?’ I reminded them of the prophetic words from the New Testament writer to the Hebrews,140 echoing the verses from Isaiah:141 
In the beginning, O Lord, you laid the 

foundations of the earth, 

And the heavens are the work of your hands. 

They will perish, but you remain; 

they will all wear out like a garment. 

You will roll them up like a robe; 

like a garment they will be changed. 

But you remain the same, 

And your  years will never end. 

And as my friends inevitably suggested in the Flatland story, ‘He will lift them all up!’ 

‘Which way to heaven?’ challenged Angus. ‘Do we enter at the Cross, rather than in vague transcendence?’ Josh demanded. 

‘The new heaven could be a universe with more dimen​sions’ Richard exclaimed. ‘I think we are beginning to take M-Theory seriously!’ 

We occasionally live in two times: England time, say, and Beijing time (‘a world away,’ I said, checking my ‘prayer watch’ on my right wrist, set eight hours ahead). ‘It’s as if the Creator-God of the universe can see all times at once: certainly earth time, Jupiter time or time on the other side of the galaxy, 100,000 light years away’. Josh was astounded by his own logic. ‘He is in more than a one dimensional chronos. He is the Lord of all time, Lord of all dimensions.’ God stands outside time as well as within it – ‘Kingdom time’, as Jesus might have put it. 

Heaven is then God’s dimension, beyond and within the world of space, time and matter, which for some is all there is. Now we are invited to see dimensions of our world which are normally hidden, but which Jesus brings to new life. The Spirit is God’s presence and power within creation.142. 

Opening doors to the spiritual realm. 
We seemed ready to say that Eternity may be glimpsed from time to time in the natural world, in our consciences, in meeting the Holy Spirit – particularly in healing. ‘Could it be that ‘eternal life’ is even more important than physical health?’ wondered Josh. Jesus equated it with the Kingdom of Heaven. Melissa accepted this: ‘the Kingdom of Heaven must be here. It starts with the air we breathe, the very room we are in, if we are ready’. 

‘What about the next life?’ Angus challenged. 

Ruth was paraphrasing the original: 

‘In my Father’s house are many dimensions’ 

‘F-Theory indeed’, thought Melissa and Ruth. 

‘If we welcome the Spirit even now God adds a dimension of himself to our spirits’. It was this new quality of life, enjoyed with God now and to be enjoyed hereafter, which Josh found such a completely fresh insight. Josh was aware that our bodies, souls and spirits were intimately joined: ‘and with the God-given Spirit dimension if we invite him.’ Melissa agreed. ‘M really does stand for Mystery!’ 

We may even suggest a hierarchy of dimensions, from the highest, down through angels and archangels, in the biblical model. ‘Yes,’ mused Josh, ‘and the Satan, the Evil One, with his demons or dark spirits in much lower dimensions, already defeated by Jesus in his Cross and Resurrection!’ 

Things were beginning to come together for the Flatlanders. It was Richard and Ruth’s turn to challenge us: ‘This is surely M-Theory come down to earth; talk about shadows of the eternal in higher dimensions!’ Angus was feeling euphoric: ‘this is really doing my head in’, he laughed.

M really does

     stand for 

     Mystery

If God Has prepared these redemptive analogies we heard about, they may be found in everything we have been talking about all the year. ‘We should expect to find them in today’s cosmology and physics?’ This was to be our last challenge. 

Dimensions of the Spirit in physics today. 
Angus remembered the first thing that struck him amidst the awe and wonder of the Big Bang theory of creation: ‘if there was a Creation there must be a Creator.’ For Ruth the extra embedding dimensions needed to describe curved space gave her room to think of God as enfolding the world with his love and care, embedding us in his Spirit. Josh had found that the idea of the black holes being singularities spoke powerfully to him. ‘Entry points to other dimensions?’ he pondered. ‘Isn’t Jesus the real singularity, an entry point or gateway to the Kingdom and to the coming of the Spirit?’ ‘We are all entry points’, Ruth almost surprised herself. ‘All of us are like a sin​gularity, where we can welcome the Spirit when we create space for the Spirit to speak to us’, (‘or the dark forces’, reminded Melissa). For Ruth it was Jesus giving himself on the cross. This is what opened the way, the greatest singularity of all, allowing God to send his Holy Spirit. ‘The dimensions of the universe were wonderfully expanded at that point!’ said Richard, warming to his theme. 

As God said to Job, ‘even chaos is under my control.’ 

Richard had gone further, remembering the evidence of those fractals, pictures which revealed the wonderful hidden order beneath Chaos. ‘The fractals point straight to Jesus,’ he saw clearly. ‘The amazing hidden order within the apparent chaos is what John called the Logos (and the Chinese call the Tao) and the Logos made flesh was Jesus, of course.’143 Richard, looking further, saw Jesus as the real Attractor. ‘Perhaps a better analogy is the Hidden Attractor, as he is not always recognized?’ 

It is even said that evolution is chaos with feedback and a hidden order. Adam and Eve represent the first Homo sapiens to become aware of the spiritual dimensions beyond the physical. 

But we all knew: it was Flatland that changed us. Particu​larly as there was no religious language and that they themselves unravelled what was to happen. As Angus remarked, ‘It seemed to take on a life of its own’. Ruth reminded us that the Sphere didn’t just send down a circle. . ‘He came himself, and took the risk of openness and vulnerability, 

 the section of the sphere seen as the circle was of course Jesus for us.’ ‘He had to put off the glory of many dimensions and become a Flatlander.’ 

‘Certainly the new picture from today’s physics of the world, as only a three dimensional shadow of a deeper reality of many dimensions, sort of stabs you alive!’ Richard was ready for the final frontier of quantum theory. ‘This deeper reality is observer-centered and the observer is Jesus’, Josh con​firmed: ‘and the pilot-wave or guiding wave in higher dimensions is the Spirit.’ Einstein’s ‘spooky action at a dis​tance’ of particles, once connected, comes to life in extra dimensions; ‘extra dimensions of prayer’, was Ruth’s analogy. We cannot now be separated from the wider dimensions of God’s love. The extra or higher dimensions certainly illuminate what M-Theory describes in the 

new duality.

This deeper Reality is 

Observer-centered 

and the observer

is Jesus       

 ‘Wow!’ exclaimed Richard, ‘I can see how the idea of a particle being at the same time also a probability wave in more than three dimensions is seen as the same underlying concept in duality. Wave and particle, like the different string theories, describe exactly the same physics, and are really aspects of the same underlying reality. 

Melissa was ecstatic: ‘now we can see how this illuminates the creedal belief in Jesus as both divine and human144. What a wonderful revelation from today’s physics – now that’s a redemptive analogy!’ 

‘It all fits together!’ 
A deeper reality for both science and belief. A new unification rather than the old conflict. The cost of ignoring this is a distant God, a loss of immediacy of the presence of the Holy Spirit and of the encounter with Jesus. 

Redemptive analogies abound in waterfalls and blast furnaces, harbors and mountain tops, a vision over Beijing, ‘or even the Harry Potter or C.S.Lewis books,’ added Melissa. ‘We have to be real to ourselves, our spiritual experiences, our mind and reason’. 

The Spirit reveals himself through the created order, in cos​mology and physics, as well as through our own experience of his presence. Heaven is ‘God’s dimension of present reality’. A dimension, normally kept secret, a deposit, a gift for our encountering the Spirit, if we are willing. Perhaps chaos and disorder are like suffering. Inner healing then leads to a new wholeness and integration, unification between the Lord and ourselves if we become a new creation in Jesus. Through him we can ‘know the mind of God’. 

I predict that taking M-Theory seriously is how scientists will investigate all areas at the sharp end of science today. Science and faith will be seen as mutually compatible insights within a multidimensional universe, the new worldview of contemporary science. 

‘Shalom’145 between science and belief!’ 

(P.157)

(Ref.145 Shalom – basic meaning is ‘wholeness, completeness’, but im​plies much more, e.g. ‘peace offering’ as part of restoring a bro​ken relationship. )

THE NEW FLATLANDERS:  A SEEKER’S GUIDE TO THE THEORY OF EVERYTHING.  Reviews and Comments:

‘Really stimulating…It is beautifully written and full of interest, challenging and inspiring. It is a wonderful book. I do hope it is widely read.’ – Professor Colin Humphreys, Cambridge University physicist.

‘Everyone should buy a copy of this book’… ‘If you think science disproves faith, or faith can ignore science, read why you are wrong’. - Chairman of session, Science and Religion Forum Conference, short talks session, Chester- Sam Berry, Professor of Genetics, UCL

‘Just to say I’ve been reading your Flatlanders, and think it’s a wonderful achievement – you’ve sustained the metaphor without straining it and managed to use it to make fresh sense of every major Christian doctrine: pretty impressive!’ – Rowan Williams, Archbishop of Canterbury.

‘This is a brilliant piece of popular writing that draws together contemporary physics and religious belief…The third chapter, on ‘Quarks, Superstrings and M-branes’ is a marvellously clear introduction to this rapidly developing area of physics. It is a key chapter in the book in that it introduces the idea of multi-dimensionality, which plays a key role in the developing argument. The next few chapters focus on aspects of contemporary science that suggests that the reality we know is part of a broader spiritual reality.… the writing remains remarkably clear and accessible..

The final two chapters tie things together, and return to the analogy between the spiritual and the multidimensional, which is the central theme of the book….these are issues that Middleton may explore more fully in his next book, ‘Dimensions of the Spirit’.

The present book is a tour de force of popularisation, and thoroughly enjoyable to read…

It is a shame that it has not been published by a better known publisher who could have marketed it more effectively. It deserves a wider readership.  - Dr. Fraser Watts, Starbridge Senior Lecturer in Theology, Cambridge University. (Cambridge, The Magazine of the Cambridge Society, New-year 2004)

 ‘It’s a fascinating study...relating how modern advances in science can authenticate a Christian faith…I find many concepts in the book literally mind-boggling, and the whole idea of multiple dimensions to life, deeply interesting.. a thoroughly worthwhile read.’ – Prophecy Today, Feb.03.

‘If you are still living in the flatlands then this is definitely the book for you. The New Flatlanders provides a focus for the author’s powerful explanation of Christian faith. This is a great book for sceptics’. –Christianity and Renewal (5* review by Denis Alexander), April, 03.

‘It is a wonderful read and I greatly enjoyed it…You put across very clearly the way in which science is becoming as much of a mystery in the best sense as theology has been for some time. It will give people much cause for thought.’ – Bishop Ambrose OSB, of Hexham and Newcastle.

‘I am very impressed by it. It is not only inter-reactive but, considering the complex ideas you are expressing, also very readable.’ – George Carey, Archbishop Emeritus.

…’a creative contribution in an area where Christians have often feared to tread- demonstrates effectively how science and faith are not opposed’ – Nigel McCulloch, Bishop of Manchester.

‘I couldn’t put it down. It is rare to find a book that really gets you thinking ‘outside the box’, challenging what you have always thought, and exploding intellectual depth charges in your mind’ – Editor, ‘Plain Truth’, Sept/Nov 03. See also his OnLine Magazine interview: ‘if you want your mind exploded, read on.’ 

-Www.plain-truth.org.uk/sep-nov03/new_flatlanders.htm

I read ‘The New Flatlanders’ and enjoyed it immensely.  My, what a collection of endorsements you have!…Congratulation on your accomplishment!’ – Philip Yancey, author, June 04.

‘The beauty of this is that you get the feel of conversation and the questions people ask, together with Eric’s answers…I thoroughly enjoyed reading it and wanted to know what came next…a book for seekers and a source of stimulation to Christians who wrestle with the challenge of how their faith fits in the world of science…I think it is a great book and well worth a read.’ – Christians in Caring Professions, Newsletter, Dec.02.

‘a series of conversations with students, which makes the subject matter easily accessible.. Particularly exciting is M-Theory (the current Theory of Everything, M standing for Magic, Mystery, marvel, membrane or Mother of all theories)..having captured the imagination with the metaphor of Flatland… Now how shall I get my students to ask these kind of questions?’ –Durham Newslink, The Online Newspaper of the Durham Diocese.

‘Eric Middleton’s book updates the flatlander analogy from a Christian perspective and does so with remarkable success… It becomes clear as the book advances that the world is far more complex and far more unusual than the students thought. Evolution, the Big Bang, quarks, superstrings, the anthropic principle and similar ideas are explained clearly and well…

He writes entertainingly and clearly – no mean achievement when dealing with complex ideas – and this book would be an excellent introduction for an intelligent young person (or adult!) who has an interest in science and a mind which is willing to be opened to wider possibilities…this book provides the broader view of the intelligibility of the universe which many find frustratingly absent from Richard Dawkins’ books.

The centrality of Jesus and his unique position to Eric Middleton’s own vision is clear from the book…. pointing towards the sort of spiritual reality which a material understanding of the world does not provide. 

It is this type of imaginative and innovative approach that is needed to show that Christianity today is not locked into an irrelevant past but can speak to modern audiences and, in so doing, can provide insights that are not available elsewhere.’ –Peter Vardy, Heythrop College, London University. (‘Dialogue- A Journal of Religion and Philosophy’, 21 November, 2003)

Readers-

 ‘It’s a brilliant and unique introduction to the issues of science and faith. I intend to use it for seekers as an apologetic tool.’ – Iain Macauley, Baptist Minister.

‘I cannot tell you enough how very much I have enjoyed reading it. I found it incredible, beautiful and amazing.’     - Marie Newby

‘Thank you for the book… how very much I enjoyed it’.  Headmaster,  J.G.Knowles,  –Rector of Hutcheson’s Grammar School. Glasgow.

‘What a fantastic book! I’ve enjoyed all your ideas and shall read it again and again. A tremendous gift to communicate so much to this bear of little brain!’ - Marjorie Stemmerding, poet.

 ‘ You have a knack of explaining complex scientific theory in a way people can understand…I was very impressed… a gateway book..that challenges you to think more about science and faith and start to see them in a new light’  - Chris Hall, promotions agent.

‘The book has a really happy, spiritual feel to it  that is so full of love’ –‘Josh’, one of the original ‘Flatlanders’.

‘I have met bits of your book before, but you have put it all together, and I now understand the whole of it – it all makes sense now!’ – Tom, a college student, after hearing one of my talks on ‘The New Flatlanders’.
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