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SCM Associates, Inc. 

Investment Counsel Since 1986

119 Maple Street, Suite 305

Carrollton, GA 30117-3259

770-834-5839


                                                   scm@scm-invest.com

Dear Sir/Madam:  

      Attached is a chapter out of a book that is within three months of completion and is timely for individuals and families dealing with the loss of value in their investment portfolios during the current recession and bear market in stocks. Priorities and Practices in Building Wealth: Biblical Principles and Wall Street Methods is a book of inspiration and instruction.  It addresses the spiritual aspects of building wealth both on earth and in heaven and provides an investment model that is simple and well written so that anyone can follow its advice.  The introductory chapter that follows develops the plan for the book.
     People are concerned about their retirement accounts and other savings, such as their children’s’ college funds.  To enhance the timeliness of such a publication, millions of “baby-boomers” will receive their payouts from 401 (k) and other investment plans in the next ten years. Also, corporate investment plans are set up now for individuals to manage their money for retirement. Surely, you can verify what I am saying as you observe your own retirement accounts and talk to your friends.

     This book deals with preparing yourself spiritually to receive God’s blessing on your efforts to prosper in the worst of conditions.  Next, it demonstrates a time honored investment model that I have used for many years. You might say, professional investment advisors have not performed very well in this bear market, which is true with most mutual funds. However, the tools that I describe in the book have performed very well during the 2007-2009 period.  

     This is a publication that should be very attractive to Christian readers and to all investors in general who are seeking reliable guidance during the current investment climate. Furthermore,  the book should appeal to readers in prosperous times as a guide to spiritual matters regarding money and practical instruction in the investing process. 

                                                                                         Sincerely,








     Steve McCutcheon







                                                         
Priorities and Practices in Building Wealth:

Biblical Principles and Wall Street Methods

By
Steve McCutcheon

INTRODUCTION

     Most Americans become preoccupied early in life with building wealth. This is a mindset that became paramount with the survivors of the Great Depression of the 1930s, and financial independence has been taught to succeeding generations. World War II veterans took advantage of the G I Bill to leverage their parents’ ambitions with post-secondary educational opportunities.  In later generations, when most of us settle into our first jobs, we focus on buying a house, building an emergency fund, and saving for retirement and the education of our children. Furthermore, many Americans pursue wealth in order to enjoy a life-style of luxury.  Wealth is associated with security, independence, and comfort. Yet, wealth, like beauty, is in the eyes of the beholder, and that which makes one person secure and comfortable may fall far short for another.   Furthermore, the wealth perception disparities widen further across cultural lines, and the intrigue of American wealth is what draws millions of immigrants to this country each year.  For example, a villager in a third world country probably views Americans as wealthy because most Americans have adequate housing, clean water and decent sanitation, and motorized transportation, material possessions not in abundance in emerging nations. 

    In the United States and the other developed countries, we define true wealth in terms of total net worth, and each individual has his or her own benchmarks for appraising wealth. I will discuss my wealth benchmarks in Chapter 5, but for now, let us define wealth as a significant increase in your net assets to the point where you are financially independent. Certainly, you should apply your own definition and benchmarks because you will need to set goals and measurements as you seek to improve your financial standing. 

      As I stated earlier, wealth is relative to the person defining the term, and I learned this early in life. When I was nine years old, my parents moved the family to southwest Georgia in order for my father to enroll in a Baptist college. He served as minister of two churches over the six years that we lived in Colquit and Thomas counties.  When I was 10 years old, my father decided that it was time for me to learn how to work, so he asked a church member and neighbor if he had any work on his farm that I could do. That started “indentured servitude” for me for six summers.  I arose before daybreak and worked all day to help gather tobacco, beans, peanuts, cucumbers, squash, and watermelons.  I helped feed and water the livestock and learned to work G-model John Deere, Farmall, and Ford Cub tractors.  I also worked side by side with the share-cropper families and the day workers who helped with the produce harvests. I learned a lot about the hard scrabble-life, heard a lot of cuss words, and learned what these farm workers thought about wealth because they talked, indeed dreamed out loud, about improving themselves financially. 

      The share-cropper thought that the farmer was wealthy because he owned his house, land and herds of livestock; had running water in his house; drove a late model pick-up truck; and sent his children to the agriculture junior college in the next county.  The day –laborers thought that the share-cropper was wealthy because he had a permanent house and a steady job; dressed in a white shirt and tie on Sundays; sent his children to school on a school bus; and owned a decent pick-up truck, although all the children had to ride in the open-air cargo flat. Now get this. The farmer thought the banker from whom he borrowed money to plant a crop with his share-cropper was wealthy.  The banker wore a shirt and tie to work; worked behind a desk from 9 A.M to 4:00 P.M; took off on Wednesday afternoons; drove a Cadillac; attended the Methodist Church; and sent his giddy daughter to the university.

       I learned at a very early age most people measure wealth by material possessions, houses and cars being at the top of the list.  However, how many people have you known who incurred big debts to finance their expensive life-style of material possessions?  Of course, material possessions are the most obvious ways people have to show their wealth and others to assess one’s wealth. In Biblical times, the term “cattle of a thousand hills” was a common expression of wealth.  Evidently, human beings have not changed in our perception of wealth over the course of human history.  However, in consideration of the perils of easy debt, it is obvious that material possessions as a class is not an adequate measure of wealth.   

          Man’s perception of wealth is relative, but God’s definition of wealth is absolute.   Jesus defined wealth as that which we store up in Heaven and that which results in eternal blessings.  He said also for us not to store up treasures on earth which can be corrupted and taken from us (Matt. 6: 19-21).  Furthermore, He ended this sermon with: “You cannot serve God and money (mammon)” (Matt. 6: 24). Obviously, there is a conflict between the relative and the absolute, which I will address after I let you know more about the purpose of this book.

Purpose of the Book
    The purpose of this little book is to teach you how to build wealth by using an uncomplicated system of investing in stocks that I have developed over almost 25 years of investing professionally.  I have read literally hundreds of books and articles on investing, but I have never read a book with the practical nuts and bolts that I am going to show you.  I have used parts of this method for nearly 40 years of my investing lifetime, and the total system has evolved over many bull and bear markets.

     Who needs another investment book and why is this one different? Following the bear market of 2007-2009, every investor needs to gain more control of his/her investments, and this book provides a complete course of action.  Also, the times are different now than even a decade ago in the financial matters.  Millions of Americans born after World War II reached the early retirement age of 62 in 2008 and that cohort will increase by 34 per cent in 2009.  Many retirees will receive lump-sum payouts from corporate pension plans over the next 20 years.  Also, the trend in corporate retirement plans is the 401(k), whereby the employee manages his/her own investment, and in 2008, forty–eight million Americans owned 401(k) plans.  Aside from the retirement planning, most Americans seek ways to improve their quality of life, and many seek to do so by investing in a portfolio of stocks or stock mutual funds, and the numbers of investors will continue to grow.  Therefore, this little book is timely and relevant for the modern household. 
     I will address in Book One the apparent conflict between what Jesus said about money and seeking wealth and the earthly wealth-building methods that I explain in Book Two.  Here is the theme about the reconciliation of the two ways of building wealth: If we satisfy a set of priorities based on God’s Word, there is no conflict between building eternal wealth and earthly wealth.   The postulate is that there is a process that we go through as maturing Christians that pleases God and allows for a return on investment in Heaven and on earth.   

     I believe that many Christians never receive all the financial blessings that God has in store for them because they never ask God to bless their finances and/or they do not satisfy the priorities God set forth for blessing. James the brother of Jesus said in James 4:2-3, “You do not have because you do not ask God.  When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, (in order) that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.”  My objective herein is to set forth the several priorities that the Bible says will satisfy God’s conditions for blessing His people.

     The top priority in my theory of investing and managing money is that we must live in accordance with God’s Will and Purpose for our lives, including the righteous use of our money. Jesus said to seek first the Kingdom of Heaven and righteousness, and God will provide the necessities for life to us (Matt. 6:33). The next priority is to seek eternal rewards with the resources God has entrusted to us now and in the future and to subordinate seeking earthly wealth for our own welfare and pleasure ( Matt. 6:20 ).  Therefore, the unique feature of my investment discipline is that I focus on Biblical principles to lay a framework for teaching my investment model and discussing other financial matters. Based on the scriptures, it is evident that God blesses those who are obedient to His commands and fulfill certain prerequisites that He clearly sets forth in the scriptures for financial blessings.  I focus on those scriptural principles to help you prepare yourself to fulfill God’s conditions for each promised blessing.  The assumption is that God loves us; He knows us better than we know ourselves; and He has a plan for our lives, which includes prospering us.  This conclusion is in accord with the promise God spoke through Jeremiah, The Prophet, to the Children of Israel as He declared their release from captivity in Babylon.  God declared to the People that He had plans for them, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future” (Jeremiah 29:11).  Certainly God’s laws, principles and promises of the Old Testament are applicable to us in the 21st century and beyond.  

      I need to define how I use the term God’s principles, and I want to do that by contrasting principles with the term God’s laws. God’s laws are the Sovereign and unchangeable commands that He established that govern the natural order of everything in existence ranging from the vast universe to the singular individual.  Gravity and the Ten Commandments were established as immutable laws to govern nature and human behavior, respectively.  God’s principles set forth Divine promises that can be fulfilled only following our accomplishment of predetermined conditions.  For example, in Malachi 3:10, God said if we give back to Him a portion (tithe) of what He has entrusted to us (condition), He will reward us financially (promise).      

     Who can profit most from this little book?  Those who are seeking Divine guidance for your finances and who realize the long-term benefits of investing in stocks will benefit most from this publication.  If you have tried investing in stocks and have been humiliated, perhaps you will find inspiration and methods to try investing again. If you are participating in a 401(k) or 403(b) plan or IRA, as you manage your retirement funds, you certainly will find help from my investment strategy.  If you are an experienced investor and have relied on a financial advisor or mutual funds but you would like to manage your money yourself, the uncomplicated method described herein should be appealing to you.  Let me assure each reader that you do not have to be a sophisticated investor to profit from this practical approach to improving your financial well-being. Furthermore, if you have never studied the Biblical principles which address managing your money, Book One of this text should be enlightening.     

     Comments from readers, students, and clients over the years have made it clear to me that many market-watchers are perplexed about the workings of the “stock market.”  Even many mutual fund investors and participants in company 401(k) plans do not really understand the terminology and methodology of investing in commons stocks.  Nonetheless, I have always maintained that the owner of an investment account is the best manager of his/her money, as long as the individual understands the basics of investing and has a system that will work for profit over time.  I attempt to dispel much of the mystery of participating in financial markets and to lead you into the development of an investment strategy that will minimize risk and maximize return over a lifetime of investing. Investment strategy is simply the process of establishing long-term investment goals; identifying appropriate investment instruments for your risk tolerance; and developing a system for finding, analyzing, and managing these investment instruments.  I walk you through my methods of finding and analyzing stocks and managing a portfolio of stocks and other investment instruments.

     My investment approach is uncomplicated, not requiring higher mathematics or any complex techniques.  In fact, simple arithmetic is all that is necessary to do the computations that are useful in helping you understand the value and fair price of a stock.  I certainly do not intend to lead you into day trading or discuss the techniques of hedge fund managers, which does not suggest that I completely understand myself what these traders do.  

     I frequently cite Bible verses that focus on God’s principles for the use of money, and I discuss the unimpeachable guidance that is available to us from the Holy Scriptures regarding money matters.   I also discuss how you can bless others with your wealth and financial knowledge.  I can see you helping others by teaching God’s principles of financial blessings and teaching the basic investment methods that I am going to teach you in Book Two. I hope that you will develop a course to teach in your church and join me in teaching these Biblical priorities and investment methods to all who are interested. 
     If you are a more experienced investor, what is in this little book for you?  First, I do not think one ever ceases to learn about investing; I certainly study methods and strategies almost every day.  Next, I have included my Stock Analysis Formula that is a system that you might want to try, first in a hypothetical portfolio.  The Formula sets forth twelve basic criteria for analyzing stocks and scores each stock for an absolute value and then ranks all stocks that are covered in a best to worst ranking.  If you are skilled in using a computer spreadsheet, you can duplicate this Formula because I provide the spreadsheet formulas for each of the twelve criteria used in the ranking of each stock.  On the other hand, the discussion and Holy Scriptures regarding the life-changing aspects of the righteous use of money may be the most enlightening and useful function of this text.
What’s Ahead
     The first chapter begins with an admonition to begin or enhance your financial strategy with a commitment to a lifetime stewardship plan.  It might seem counterproductive to start an investment book by talking about giving away money, but this is an important step as you cultivate the attitude and practices that will be pleasing to God in your quest to improve your financial independence. Granted the culmination of our discussion here is substantially improving your financial well-being, but the overriding theme is investing in yourself and in the practices that ultimately will fulfill your spiritual goals; lead you as you prepare yourself to approach wealth building with righteous motives; and learn to fulfill God’s plan for your money. Chapter Two is a discussion of the three personal characteristics one must evidence, according to Holy Scriptures, in order to receive and retain financial blessings and eternal rewards related to our use of the money that God entrusts to us.

     Chapter Three is my stewardship testimony, which includes the mistakes, difficulties, and disappointments that are part of life and that should not deter us from our goals.

I review the principles that I recommend to you which I learned from the scriptures and good teachers. 

     In Chapter Four, I discuss starting or buying a business as the ends and the means to financial success.  Entrepreneurship is the most powerful force in the long-term growth of the U. S. economy, and it is the most productive way to become financially independent.  Starting a business or buying a business can be a daunting task; therefore, my main focus in this chapter is motivational, but I do make some suggestions for how you might proceed if owning your own business appeals to you.   Thousands of new businesses are initiated each year in the U. S., and many do not succeed.  I will address that issue and offer some advice based on my own experiences. I tell the stories of five Christian role-models in my community who have been very successful in starting and running privately held corporations. Each of these individuals is a committed Christian, whom I have known personally for 40 years. They tell how God has blessed them in business and how they recommend starting or buying a business.

    Book Two begins with Chapter Five, and I discuss the role of God-given vision in establishing your spiritual and financial goals, the nature of wealth, and the benchmarks of wealth which you can use to establish your financial goals.

     In the next five chapters, I address the investment markets in general and focus on the systems and methods that I have developed for investing.   I confine the discussion to common stock analysis and to building a portfolio of stocks.  It is impossible to “be all things to all people;” therefore, I do not address any hedging techniques or other trading methods.  I review the terminology and fundamentals of the investment world because we need a common language and understanding to enable our moving forward together.  Also, I have included a discussion of the Formula that I have developed that you can use.  Furthermore, I advise you of different tools that are available on the Internet; publications that you need to buy and use as constant references; and computer software that will make it easier to analyze and manage a lot of data.   There are several chapters devoted to this instruction section. After you study these chapters, you will be able to analyze a stock and determine if and when to buy it.  Also, you will know what to look for to determine when to sell and preserve your gains. The systems and methods taught in Book Two are all you need to be a successful investor.  

    I have included in Chapter 9 the common mistakes that investors make and the emotional aspect of investing, acknowledging certainly that professionals make mistakes and get uptight also. My intent is to help you improve your return by avoiding these pitfalls and, probably more importantly, control your emotions and strengthen your resolve in the inevitable times when things are not going well with your investments.   

     I have included a chapter that synthesizes the investment methods into a suggested investing checklist to help you develop a routine to perfect your investment strategy. Then it is up to you, with God’s guidance, to develop and implement your own investment plan.  You will need to set your own financial goals and develop your own discipline to achieve those goals.   Of course, no human being can give you a precise blueprint for becoming a high net worth individual.  You will need to write down your own plan and address the ways to achieve each step. 
      Be careful about asking successful people for their ideas for and evaluations of your investment plan.  I have found that successful people have been eager to share their knowledge and experiences with me, and I have gotten some good ideas and directions, particularly about starting a business.  But you have to be in control and know how you are going to proceed under Divine leadership, and others might not understand your scriptural approach to achieving your goals and following the investment system that I am going to teach to you. By following this process, you will end up with an investment checklist to use in the research and analysis of stocks and management of your portfolio.  Also, you will be introduced to starting a business as a means of improving your net worth and to allocating a portion of your total income to building a stock portfolio. 

     Throughout the book, I draw on personal experiences to make points of good and bad incidences and behavior that may help you as you develop your investment strategy. I certainly do not hold myself out as a perfect pattern for someone to emulate.  What I discuss is based on the bumps and bruises of life, with specific reference to my life as an investor, which may suggest to you what to avoid and what to pursue as you develop the best approach to investing in yourself and investing in securities as your investment plan unfolds.  

Disclosures and Assumptions
     I need to make one additional point or as money managers say: I need to make a disclosure in the very beginning.  I did not conceive this investment book originally to be based on a religious perspective. However, I did plan eventually to write a brief autobiography about my life as a steward and to discuss the scriptural basis for financial blessings.  But one day, I got the inspiration to combine the scriptural teaching and testimony with the investment methods. As I developed the outline for each chapter and thought about my own experiences, that personal process was a powerful witness that Biblical scriptures which God set forth about money are the immutable principles for financial success, and the righteous use of our money is a strategic element in fulfilling our purpose in life as Christians. 

     I need to disclose also that I have wrestled throughout the shaping of this scriptural text with the focus on a Christian concept at the apparent exclusion of other religions. As you will see from the quotes and conclusions that I make, much of the text is from the Old Testament, and of course, the concept of tithing originated with the teachings aimed for the people that God called His Chosen Nation.  I could have expressed each Old Testament text as Judeo-Christian theology, but I decided that I am not well enough taught about Judaism or any other religion to be inclusive in my discussion.  Therefore, I addressed myself to my fellow Christians and to any who might be seeking spiritual answers in their lives and want to learn more about Christianity and the plan of salvation through Jesus Christ.     

     I want to address my friends who do not outwardly profess their faith in Jesus Christ.  I believe that there are wealth-building principles and principles for success in general that God instituted which are available to all people, regardless of their faith or lack thereof. These standards are evident in the practices of those who do not communicate a faith in God and the Divine inspiration of the fundamentals that they follow in achieving their wealth. I will review these principles of success in business and professions because these principles are evident in the work and lives of all successful people. I must add that many people who are not bold about their faith still have a strong and abiding commitment that often is demonstrated at the most unusual times. Everybody has to settle his/her own relationship with the Almighty.  My objective is simply to review the scriptures related to establishing one’s faith and receiving financial blessings and report the plan that has been successful for me and my family.  

      I declare that this book reflects my own theology and the powerful evidence in my own life of unquestionable Divine leadership in my finances and in discovering my purpose in life.   

     As I have implied earlier, this little book is two books in one. First, it is a spiritual treatise on giving, rewards and withholding of rewards, and the eternal life; and second, it is a securities investing manual.  To the pundit, the two may appear worlds apart.  However, the marriage of the two is perfectly clear to me and hopefully will be to you as you progress through the chapters.  The theme is that the ends and the means of building wealth is a spiritual matter ordained by God to honor Him; to promote the spiritual growth and eternal and earthly rewards of the righteous; and to advance His kingdom on this earth. 

     I acknowledge also that as a Christian layman, I may not appear qualified to address these spiritual issues as would be a minister or anointed and experienced Bible teacher.  Nonetheless, I have drawn from some anointed teachers, such as Derek Prince, particularly his book, God’s Plan For Your Money, which I recommend for a more literate and thorough discussion of the spiritual issues that I have tried to discuss in the Stewardship chapter that follows.  I have drawn heavily on Prince’s book, but I have given him credit of course, as with other writers. However, I admit that I am so thoroughly taught by Prince’s treatise and that of other great teachers that I really cannot separate my own thoughts from all the reading and studying for years that are recorded deep in my mind and soul. On the other hand, God has shown me through His Scriptures some very exciting views of His meaning about our finances that are contained in popular texts. 
       I must also give my late father and mother and my wife credit for their teachings over the years.  My father was a scholarly minister, and my wife is a life-long Bible student.  Perhaps it will give you some comfort knowing that the Stewardship chapter is a compendium of inspired teachings by many great teachers and more importantly, the Divine inspiration that I have experienced in the call to undertake this endeavor and the daily guidance to scriptures and ideas over the months of bringing forth this book.  

     Let me assure you that this is not a treatise on prosperity theology, in the sense of offering $10 and getting $100 from Heaven sometime in the near future.  The doctrine set forth throughout this book emphatically states that our expecting financial blessings must be preceded by our Holy motives and attitudes and a righteous relationship with Our Lord.  My contention is that stewardship is a life style, and the process is as rewarding as the ultimate prosperity.  Also, the focus of any teaching about prosperity should be on self-discipline and service to others that are the basic assumptions in Biblical teachings about money and prosperity. 
     To conclude this Introduction, I assume that I am addressing Christian readers who are diligent in your Christian walk and committed to growing spiritually. If you are not a Christian or if you might doubt your relationship with God, you may accept the grace of God by acknowledging Jesus Christ as God incarnate on this earth. Jesus said “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life, and no man comes to the Father (enters into Heaven) except by Me” (John 14:6).  Jesus came, lived, and died as the sacrifice for our sin of iniquity brought on mankind by the judgment God visited on Adam and Eve and their posterity for all ages. 

      Adam and Eve were disobedient to God’s ultimate command that they rely on Him and not seek to be independent of Him by eating of the Tree of Life, the symbol of rebellion  (Gen. 2:9, 16-17;3:1-7).   God’s creation sought to be like Him and to rule themselves, which was downfall of Satan.   God sentenced mankind to eternal spiritual death because of this rebellion, and that is why we all need a Savior who satisfied God’s judgment of mankind (Eph. 2:4-5, Living Bible). God mercifully planned a perfect, sinless sacrifice that would satisfy Him.  So after Adam’s fall, God prepared to send His Only Son, who would be in the form of a human being, because the redemption of mankind would require a human being to be able to die and thus serve as a sacrifice. Also, the sacrifice would have to be sinless in order to satisfy God’s rule of atonement.  As a dying sacrifice, Jesus vicariously assumed the sin of the world for a brief time, and the time between death and resurrection, He was separated from His Heavenly Father, because God could not look upon sin in any form.   

     Many people think that Jesus plead with His Heavenly Father to spare Him from the torture and pain of the ignominious death on the Roman cross.  But I do not believe that the pain and torture made Jesus sweat drops of blood.  It was the prospect of being separated from God Almighty and having His Father turn His back on the Son, because of this miracle of assuming sin for all mankind for all ages. Jesus was a Divine Being, and the gravity of sin in His life drove Him to despair. Perhaps we can more nearly grasp the despair of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane if we apply our personal experiences of despair. Have you ever been rejected by someone whom you loved and you thought loved you?  Have you ever rejected someone and seen the pitiful hurt etched in their face and the remorseful pain in their eyes?  Have you ever hurt your parents or someone else you loved very dear to you?  Do you remember seeing the hurt on his/her face? Do you remember the awful anguish that you felt?   Multiply that anguish by an infinite number, and you can begin to imagine how Jesus felt. It was even more pronounced for Jesus because He was facing spiritual death.  Jesus actually was cast out from God’s presence for a while, but He was restored and He preached to the dead before his resurrection (1 Peter 3:19), but that is another story.  For a Divine Being to become sinful was a gripping and wrenching experience to which only Jesus can attest. That sacrifice of the Messiah saves us from spiritual death if we will believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, and we live out our lives worshipping Him and obeying our Heavenly Father.     

     That is the story of mankind’s fall from God’s grace and why every human being must have a Savior.  Jesus Christ, the Messiah, offers us restoration if we believe in Jesus as Savior and allow Him to be Lord of our lives.  The pardon and fulfillment of this act of Divine Grace requires a deliberate and completely voluntary decision on our part to accept Jesus as God’s Son and the Savior from sin and perdition. Furthermore, salvation or redemption requires our acting out our faith in complete discipleship with Jesus Christ throughout our lives.  Participating in group rituals or catechisms and/or relying on good works and compassionate deeds will not get you salvation and eternal life.  Jesus said simply, “I am the way, the truth and the life.  No man enters in except by me” (John 14:6).  Christianity is a commitment requiring separation from the ways of the world.  Jesus said: “Forsake the world, take up my cross, and follow me” (Mark 8:34, Matt. 16: 24). That means that we have to follow Jesus and keep our commitment to Him, regardless of what life throws at us and people of a sinful culture inflict on us.
     If you have not made this deliberate decision to accept Jesus as Messiah and Lord and made the commitment to follow Him regardless of the consequences, you can make that decision now.  You must acknowledge that you were born in sin; that you need a Savior; and that you are hopelessly separated for eternity from God without a Redeemer. Then you ask Jesus to come into your heart and birth within you a new person.  You may accept Jesus by praying this prayer:

   Dear God, I know that I was born a sinner and that I am in need of a Savior.  I believe that you sent your only Son, Jesus, to live among us without sin.  I believe that Jesus took the sin of all human beings for all time, and He served as a sacrifice to atone for the sin brought on by the judgment of Adam and Eve.  I accept Jesus as my Savior and make Him Lord of my life.  I ask you to cover my sins for all time with the blood of Jesus, and I will follow Him and be obedient to Him all the days of my life. Please accept me into your Kingdom and fill me with your Holy Spirit that I might serve you in holiness and ministry to my fellowman.  Amen.  

     Bless you my friend.  You are now a Christian.  Now find a Bible teaching church and join a spiritual membership.  Get to work in the Kingdom and begin by sharing your testimony of the saving grace that you have experienced. 

   Now I can confidently assume that we are on the same page, and we share the same belief about who we are in Jesus Christ and His reconciling us to the Father God.  In the unlikely case that you have not yet made your confession of faith or reaffirmed your discipleship, at least you know the framework in which I am addressing the subject of stewardship and other steps along the path to financial blessings in your life. Now we can move through the steps in getting to the method of wealth-building, beginning with the first step of righteous stewardship.  

About the Author:  Dr. Stephen C. McCutcheon has been an investment advisor for over 25 years and written extensively in investment analysis. He is founder, president, and chief investment officer of SCM Associates, Inc. investment counsel. He was also founder and president of Southern Capital Management Company, a broker dealer firm and SCM Portfolio Fund, Inc., a SEC-registered mutual fund.  McCutcheon wrote a stock market column for Georgia Trend for years and taught investment courses at a regional university.  He served as a college and university administrator and professor and university foundation investment associate before devoting fulltime to the practice of investment management. 

     He is a life-long Bible student and a teacher of adult Sunday School for 10 consecutive years. He has served as deacon chairman, finance chairman, and trustee of his local church.  He is a life-long contributor to Christian and charitable endeavors. 

