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Introduction... 

As Christians we accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  We confess Him with our mouth.  “Every knee shall bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord…" (Philippians 2:10-11)  Accepting Jesus is our conversion.  With the conversion comes the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Is that enough?  What does your soul long for?  Do you desire a deeper relationship with Christ?  

After the Apostles were "converted," Jesus told them to wait for the Holy Spirit to fill them.  Just what is fullness of the Holy Spirit? What does it look like, and how do we get filled, completely filled?

In the Book of Acts, we find the Apostles being filled with the Holy Spirit.  From that time on, they began spreading the Good News of salvation thru Jesus Christ, our Lord.  However, none of their acts were possible until they were filled with the Holy Spirit.

What kind of people did Christ first call to be filled with the Holy Spirit?  They were ordinary people with an extraordinary desire to find the Messiah.  If you are an ordinary person, with an extraordinary desire to be one with the Spirit, start by seeing the qualities the first indwellers of The Holy Spirit displayed.  You might be surprised to see yourself in these chosen ones.

Let’s look into the lives and Acts of those who first received the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Within the lives of those Disciples, we will find examples of completely filled souls.  As we learn from their example, we too can walk filled with the Holy Spirit promised by Jesus Christ, a gift...

All scriptures quoted in this study are from the New International Version unless otherwise stated.

For the purpose of this proposal, the answers to the questions are on the last page.
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Lesson 1 

The Promised Gift of the Holy Spirit

Acts 2:2-4a

Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.  They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them.  All of them were filled with Holy Spirit...

I wonder Ladies, do you remember your first experience of the Holy Spirit touching your life?

   
I grew up in a small town in Indiana.  The summer days were hot and humid.  The grass was always wet at night, and the corn fields loved the moisture.  I adored the outdoors at night.  Maybe that was because we didn’t have air conditioning and it would be stuffy in our house.  

   
My mother, sister and I often sat on the front porch with our old mutt “Smokey” close by.  We’d look into the night sky and name the stars.  I’m not sure if my mom knew them, or made them up, but she was good.  We’d always start with the North Star, the Big Dipper, and the Little Dipper.  I couldn’t distinguish the little dipper for a long time.  And my sister would always inform me as to how stupid I was!!  (“Ain’t love grand.”)

  
It was on such a night as this that I remember the Holy Spirit comforting me, my first recollection of His presence in my life.  

  
After an evening of babysitting next door, I was walking home.  I had to pass thru a vacant lot between our two houses.  The weeds were waist high, and damp with that Indiana summer humidity.  It was dark.  There was a path thru the lot, but I remember wishing I had a flashlight.  Fear began to grip me.  I was afraid there might be an animal on the path or worse yet a snake.  Now keep in mind, central Indiana didn’t have lions, tigers, or bears.  Perhaps I would encounter a raccoon, squirrel, opossum, or yes a small snake.  But none the less, I began to fear that LONG walk thru a vacant lot to my home.

   Sitting on porches was a common practice for us at that time.  We often sat on my Quaker Grandma’s porch.  She’d sit fanning herself with a paper Mache’ fan, or pealing an apple for me from the apple tree in her backyard.  The conversation often turned to “The Lord.”  It was in one such conversation that she told me if I were ever fearful, just pray to Jesus, and he’d send the Holy Ghost to protect and comfort me.

   And on that long path, (maybe 120 feet!!), walking thru those wet “animal infested” weeds, I prayed to Jesus.  The Jesus my Grandma had told me about.  He answered me, I felt it!  I felt Him!  The comfort of the Holy Spirt was upon me, or as He was known then, The Holy Ghost.  I remember skipping the rest of the way home, and flying in the back door so happy, so filled with joy. 

   In I Corinthians 1:3 Paul refers to God as “The God of all comfort.”  My first memory of the Holy Spirit was comfort. As we study the Book of Acts, we’ll see the first Indwellers of the Holy Spirit experiencing fear, and also the God of all comfort.  Let’s dig in….

The Book of Acts is the beginning of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit and the Acts performed by the disciples after they received fullness of Spirit.  First, let's start in Luke.  Read in the final chapter of Luke, 24:45-53.


1.
 What did Jesus promise His Disciples? (vs. 49) ______ _____ ___ ______. 

How? How could this band of nobodies be "clothed with power from on High?"  They weren't "special."  They were fishermen and doubters.  They probably stunk!  I stunk too when He first called me to follow Him.  Today Christ might choose computer geeks, moms, dishwashers, addicts, firemen, bus drivers, roofers, janitors or criminals. Common “folk” like you and I.  Actually, we are the ones being called by Him, daily.

Jesus said:  "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me." Luke 9:23 (Italics mine)

Let's watch the "acts" of these chosen followers:

Read Acts 1:2-8 

2.   How did Christ give instruction to the Apostles? _________ _____ _______  _________ (vs.2) 

3.
What are they waiting for? ____ ___ _________ _____ ___ ______ ________ (vs. 5) 

4.   What word did Jesus use to describe The Holy Spirit? (vs. 4) _______________________

5.   What does Matthew 7:11 say God’s children must do to receive God’s gifts? _____ ________.

Acts 1:8 tell the Apostles to be His witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in the surrounding areas.  Jerusalem was “home” to the Apostles.  Notice that God wants to start our witness at home.  

Samaria was one of the surrounding areas.  Jesus gave the first example of teaching in Samaria.  

Read John 4:9-10

6.   Why was Jesus forbidden to associate with the Samaritan lady? ______ ___ ___ ________ _____ _________. 


The Samaritans were Gentiles.  The Jewish people were forbidden from associating with Gentiles. 

   John 4 is the first invitation in the New Testament, for the gentiles to come into the Kingdom of God, the Father of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  In John 4:10, Jesus again speaks of a “gift”:  “If you knew the gift of God…”  There just isn’t enough money to buy it, or enough hard work to earn it.  The Holy Spirit is a gift.

   The disciples were to witness "to the ends of the earth."  That includes the continent on the other side of the planet that no human of Biblical times had heard of.  How could they witness to us?  We definitely would be "the ends of the earth," as described in Acts 1:8.   Their witness has grown from the Acts we are studying, and it is still growing today.  It is our duty; no it is our purpose to keep witnessing close to home and to the "ends of the earth."

   Acts 1:11 states: "Why do you stand there looking into the sky?"  What do you suppose they were looking for?  Perhaps they were disappointed.  Maybe they felt abandoned and alone.  Have you ever been abandoned and alone?  I've been abandoned more times in this life than I care to count.  It hurts! It leaves one fearful of the future. I always blamed myself, "I must've done something wrong." Thank You Lord, for inviting me in, so that when the pain comes, I too can look up for help.


Do you think they thought they misunderstood?  It’s possible.  Christ was gone and they were all alone....  waiting. 

7.   After reading Acts 1:12-17, what do we find the apostles doing? (vs. 14) ________________ ________________

8.    Do you have a core group that you join together with and "constantly pray?"________.  Perhaps you're sitting with them now, perhaps your answer is no.  Making a habit of meeting constantly in prayer will help our lives to be completely filled with the Gift of the Holy Spirit.

9.   What was the reason Judas helped with the arrest of Jesus, as described in Verse 16? ___ __________ __________

10.   Verse 16 also states that long ago David's mouth was used by whom concerning Judas? ____ _____ ______.

Please read Acts 1:20-26

11.   Why was it necessary to replace Judas? (vs. 20) _____________ __ ________.   Christ's life was fulfillment of scripture and the disciples were to continue.  Even in our lives today, scripture must continue to be fulfilled.

Take a moment to discuss how YOU can fulfill scripture today in our society.  _________________________________________

12.   When the disciples prayed for guidance in choosing a replacement for Judas, what did they believe God knows? ____________ _________ (Acts 1:24)

   He still knows our hearts today.  David asked God to examine his heart:  Psalm 26:2 "Test me O' Lord, and try me; examine my heart and my mind."

   I fear what the Lord would see in the hearts of mankind today.  I sometimes wonder if He is very disappointed.  I am so grateful His mercies are new every day.

13.    What are some things our society has a heart for today? _______________________________  

Are these the desires of His heart? ______________________________      When we are filled with the Holy Spirit, we are more able to know the desires of His heart.  It may not be our own desires and definitely not the desires of society.

Read Psalm 42:1-2  

May He find our heart desiring Him, wanting nothing more than to pant for Him.   What a great example David set for us.

Psalm 69:9 "Zeal for Your house consumes me."  Let our hearts be consumed with zeal for Christ.

In Acts 1 we saw that Jesus promised the Holy Spirit would come.  Let's read Acts 2: 2-8.

   Just imagine "a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.  They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them."

14.      How do you suppose they felt?_____________________. 

I believe I would be fearful!  Scared half to death!  Are you aware that fear is one of the worst enemies of the cross?  Fear causes many Christians to resort to attending Church and staying in their comfort zone, unable or unwilling to go further.  We are unable to move beyond the surface and into the depths, due to fear and selfish desires.  Our salvation becomes a sedative.   I’ve heard people say: “What if He sends me to Africa!”  I've been to Africa on a three week mission trip, He didn't require of me to stay.  There should be no fear of where God leads.  Remember, He knows our hearts.  

As I was thinking about fear I was reminded of a story in my life:  Recently, I was walking thru a flea market, and a few feet in front of me, I saw a man with a LARGE boa constrictor wrapped around his body and neck.  I stopped, unable to go further.  I have a very unhealthy fear of snakes.  Fear paralyzed me.  I turned around and looked for another way out of the flea market.  

Don’t let fear of what may lie ahead paralyze you, and make you look for another way out.  Instead, let the Holy Spirit fill you and guide you.  

      Now read  I John 4:18.  

15.
What adjective is used to describe fear? ______________  

We are punishing ourselves when we fear.  The New King James Version refers to it as “torment.” Keep this verse in mind, as well as the description of punishment and torment.  We will see it again and again in the lives of some in the book of Acts.

Look at what happens next.  Read Acts 2:4.  Does it say “they got a little bit of spirit?” (That’s what you get at a pep rally!)  

16.     How much Spirit did they get? _______________________.

   The filling of the Spirit is the heart of our study.  The apostles were converted by Christ and His precious blood.  They finally got it when He came back, walked with them, talked with them, ate with them, and showed them His scars.  (Luke 24)  Not until they were filled with the Holy Spirit did they begin the good works that has spread even to our continent.  We also must be “filled with the Holy Spirit” in order to carry the message and do His good works.

Before we end today’s session, let’s look at one of the strongest warnings in the Bible.  Read what Jesus had to say about the only unforgivable sin in Matthew 12:31-32.

17.   What is blasphemy? (You may need a dictionary!)   ________________________________________.

     Jesus is saying the sin blasphemy against the Son of man will be forgiven.

18.   What sin will never be forgiven? _____________ ___ _____ ________ __________. (vs.32)  

The Holy Spirit makes us whole and one with God the Father.  Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is attacking our own Soul.  

   God, Help us understand the importance of Your Holy Spirit in our lives!!  That’s what this study is all about.  My prayer for you is the manifestation of the Holy Spirit in your life. 
Please close by praying that very thing.  Ask the Holy Spirit to manifest Himself in your life.  Ask it every day of your life!

At home this week, please read Acts chapter 2 thru chapter 3, verse 10, as well as 2 Peter 1:4-10.

ANSWERS TO LESSON ONE QUESTIONS

1.  Power from on high

2.  Through the Holy Spirit

3.  To be baptized with the Holy Spirit

4.  Gift

5.  Ask Him

6.  Jews do not associate with Samaritans

7.  Constantly praying

8.  Personal answers

9.  To fulfill scripture

10.  The Holy Spirit

11.  Fulfillment of scripture

11 b. personal answers

12.  Everyone’s heart

13.  Personal answers

13 b. No!

14.  Personal answers

15.  Punishment

16.  Filled

17.  Personal discussion

18.  Blasphemy of the Holy Spirit


