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UNIT 1

BEGINNING WITH THE ORIGINAL BLUEPRINT FOR MARRIAGE




· Learning from the Failure of the First Marital Dream Team

· Looking outside of Ourselves

· Misleading Assumptions and Traditions

· Finding the Divine Design for Marriage

· Redeeming the Divine Image from Failure

· Revealing Truth to Your Marriage

The game of basketball was invented and perfected in the United States. Basketball became an Olympic sport in 1936, and Team USA has won 109 of 111 games. Since 1992, when professional players from the NBA were first invited, the United States maintained a perfect record of 24-0. The first Dream Team won the Olympic basketball tournament with an average margin of victory of 43.8 points; Coach Chuck Daly never used a timeout. The U.S. dominated basketball.


The 2004 Dream Team held Most Valuable Players Tim Duncan and Allen Iverson, young rising stars Carmelo Anthony and LeBron James, and several other impressive professional players on the roster. Statistically speaking, they should have continued the perfect legacy. However, on August 15th, 2004, at Helliniko Indoor Arena in Athens, in the very first game of the Olympic tournament, the 2004 Dream Team was soundly beaten by Puerto Rico: 92 – 73.
 The game was a nightmare from the beginning. By halftime, Puerto Rico had a mind-blowing 22-point lead. The Dream Team crawled to within eight points in the fourth quarter, but Puerto Rico exploited every weakness in the Dream Team. While Carlos Arroyo, the Puerto Rican point guard, was crafty with the ball and scored 24 points, none of the players on the Dream Team demonstrated any of the talent which had made each of them famous.


For many within the world of sports, the loss was the biggest upset in history. After losing two more games and barely obtaining a humbling bronze medal, the 2004 Dream Team lost a total of three games – a record that represented more losses in a single year than the country’s Olympic teams had suffered in all previous Olympiads combined.


How did the 2004 Dream Team lose? Were the players truly not so great, or did Puerto Rico present a far superior team? With more NBA championship medals than all the other competing Olympic teams combined, and with multi-million dollar salaries to prove their value, no one could debate the greatness of the players on the Dream Team. On the other hand, Puerto Rico carried a 0-5 record against the U.S. in Olympic history, getting crushed in their last Olympic match by the 1992 Dream Team: 77-115. More recently, the U.S. had beaten Puerto Rico with a score of 96-71 in a warm up game in Florida, just two weeks before this catastrophic failure.
 So what on earth happened on August 15, 2004?

The problem was neither the lack of talent on the Dream Team nor the superior talent on the Puerto Rican team. The Dream Team was ruined by the poor blending of talent. Most, if not all, of the mistakes made by this team (poor shooting, lackadaisical attitude, horrific shot selection, and reckless overall play) can be attributed to one thing: abysmal teamwork. When the team has twice as many turnovers as assists, players are hogging the ball and not depending on each other. When the team is 3-for-24 from three-point range, players are choosing to throw the ball away rather than passing the ball to a teammate who has a better shot. This behavior demonstrates an egotistical focus on self and a lack of trust in teammates.

After the game, U.S. guard Dwyane Wade confessed that they struggled to play as a team. 
 Richard Jefferson, another U.S. player, complained that his teammates had very little time to meld their talents and bond as a team.
 I imagine that U.S. Coach Larry Brown doubted his ability to lead these NBA players to truly work as one team.

What would happen if the U.S. team never learned from that failure? Would they continue losing more and more Olympic matches? Would the team become so accustomed to losing that they completely forget about their amazing talents and leave their God-given abilities buried in the past?

Fortunately, USA Basketball has learned from this great failure. Determined to never let it happen again, the team has embraced a new philosophy; now, they field complete teams instead of piecing together rosters of NBA All-Stars at the last minute. They now recognize that each player must intimately know and value his teammates’ talents in demonstrable ways, but he must simultaneously cultivate a sharp awareness of his opponents’ talents as well.


Conversely, men and women have not learned from the single greatest failure in history. As a result, they have unknowingly buried God-given talents, thereby growing accustomed to living with far less than God intended. What we have here, ladies and gentlemen, is a crisis of eternal proportions.

LEARNING FROM THE FAILURE OF THE FIRST MARITAL DREAM TEAM

In the Beginning, God perfectly crafted with His own hands the first marital Dream Team: Adam and Eve. They were without any fault, defect, or flaw. Most importantly, when God breathed life into them, He directly deposited His Spirit into them. They were completely without any sin in their spirits, knew no sin in their minds, and were created without a sin nature. I will boldly say that they were like God and as blameless as Jesus, the Son of God. Yet, somehow, Adam and Eve, God’s perfect design, failed to stand up against the attacks and schemes of Satan. If God created them perfectly, then how did they fail? (One might further ask, “If God created His angels perfectly, then how did Satan cause a third of the angels fall?” Ultimately, how did Satan fall?) If God’s loving Spirit indwelled Adam and Eve’s bodies and walked alongside them in the Garden of Eden, then how did this Dream Team fail by choosing to follow Satan and disobey God? Ultimately, the failure of Adam and Eve (and the fall of many angels) seems to point to one of two horrifying possibilities: either God’s work was flawed and weak, or Satan is more powerful than we realize.


Although our spirits cannot accept either of these possibilities, we are still faced with the task of comprehending how Adam and Eve were overcome by Satan and ultimately gave into sin. Have we ever seriously thought about the causes of the biggest failure in history? We may not want to think about how the perfect can fail, because it might lead us to one of those two possibilities. No Christian would ever suggest that the Fall of mankind was the result of either God’s poor design or Satan’s superior power. This very thought puts God’s omniscience and omnipotence on the line. We can’t think that maybe God didn’t put enough of His Spirit into them, or that perhaps He made them too weak and naïve. It can’t be possible that God created us with a vital flaw. Right? We can’t entertain the possibility that Satan has the power to easily destroy virtually anything, even that which is perfectly designed by God. So, we would rather bury the failure forever, with the city of Atlantis under the ocean, hide it with the treasure of the Incas in the Amazon jungle, or lock it up in a vault with the Watergate files. Put the whole mess behind us and never think about it.

Ironically, that is exactly what Satan wants us to do, lest we learn some incredible truths that he wants kept hidden. Or worse yet, he wants doubts to fester in the back of our spirits, where he can cultivate the seeds of doubt into weeds of unbelief and fear.


These questions may lie dormant and ignored, until one day, when an archaeologist of truth arrives with a biblical map in one hand and a compass from the Spirit in the other. To discover the truth, he swam to the bottom of the oceans of doubt, trekked through the jungles of corruption, and unlocked the secured vaults of tradition.


I challenge you to be this archaeologist. Your journey will require you to abandon the safety of some of your former beliefs and face life-changing opportunities. When you do, you’ll find that it is not God who is on trial, but rather Adam and Eve. I’ll tell you right now: the two possibilities mentioned earlier – that God is fallible or that Satan is more powerful – are concoctions of the Enemy. Although Satan would love for you to believe either of these possibilities, he is satisfied with your fearful ignorance. You’ll never learn from the Great Failure, never find Adam and Eve’s buried talents, and never discover the schemes Satan used against them and continues to contrive against us.


When we unearth the prehistoric bones of Adam and Eve, we will reconstruct God’s intended design for marriage. As we investigate the catalyst of the failure, we’ll discover the truth: the failure was not the result of the imperfect creation of the design, but rather the imperfect implementation of the design. The problem was not the apple in the tree or the “pair” on the ground; instead, it was Adam and Eve’s ignorance of all the fruit God had given them. God created Adam and Eve perfectly, and He implanted them with everything they needed to easily counter Satan’s attacks. However, they allowed Satan to convince them to lay down their perfectly designed, God-given gifts and defenses.

LOOKING OUTSIDE OF OURSELVES


Ultimately, the failures in today’s marriages follow this same pattern over and over again. We make choices everyday that perpetuate Adam and Eve’s Fall. Each day, we are faced with choices between right and wrong, obedience and disobedience, the tree of life and the tree of death. Each day, we choose to follow God or Satan. As Christ followers, it is our desire to choose the way of God, but even so, sometimes we fail. Even Paul wrote, “I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do” (Romans 7:15). Satan is waging a war on your marriage, causing you to struggle to choose God and to be defeated by Satan’s schemes. In His perfect design, God has equipped you and your spouse with all you need to live a victorious life, to fight any of Satan’s weapons, and to claim all of God’s blessings. If you have ever felt that you and your spouse were meant to be something extraordinary, you have stirred what God has placed within you. However, it is up to you and your spouse to understand your marriage of One Flesh, to use the talents He has given you, and to awaken as the Dream Team that God designed you to be.

My soul has been crying out to God for that victory in my own marriage. I’ve spent many hours in prayer on my knees, countless nights reading marriage books, and numerous weekends at marriage retreats. I’ve searched Scriptures for examples of Dream Team marriages that victoriously stood against Satan and abundantly lived as God intended. However, before I continued any further, I needed to ask: what makes such a marriage?

People have attempted to find the answer to this question in many ways. Most marriage counselors will base their answers on extensive research, surveys of hundreds of couples, and years of personal experience. Nearly every marriage manual follows these patterns. These books are practical because they reveal very interesting and useful observations. With sophisticated social surveys and psychological tests, they provide down-to-earth explanations of why men and women behave the way they do. Then, the authors ingeniously prescribe seven practices, ten steps, or twelve ways to improve relationships or marriages. I love many of these books, including The Five Love Languages, by Dr. Gary Chapman; His Needs, Her Needs, by Dr. Willard F. Harley, Jr.; and Men are from Mars, Women are from Venus, by Dr. John Gray. All of these have proven to be extremely useful.

Nearly everyone can point to one of the psychological stereotypes or categories and say, “That describes me almost perfectly.” However, these approaches are predicated on human reasoning; they are based on what we currently see and feel. Their data and calculations are all correct, but the results are not radically transforming marriages because they are founded in what man is rather than on what God intended man to be. Is it more powerful to learn about what you are, or what you were designed to be? It may be fun to discover that you are a “blue ESTJ beaver,” but transformation requires learning what God intended you to be. This is the key difference between this book and so many others. While others attempt to assess the current behavior of men and women, the goal of this book is to reveal how God intended them to be.
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You can manipulate a survey to confirm anything you want to believe. The results of studies and research commonly conflict with each other, or when the studies are rerun, their findings are reversed. These marriage and personality surveys assume that people behave the way that God designed them to and that we can discover God's design by studying ourselves. We cannot identify the right answer by surveying hundreds or thousands of people, because we cannot infer the perfect from the imperfect. We will not find the right answer or formula by staring at each other because what lies before us is not what we were intended to be; reality is not truth. We have to look somewhere else. The answer is outside of us, outside that which we can see or experience now.

One of my mentors told me, “You can get good ideas. Or you can get divine vision.” One comes from your own mind; the other comes from God. Ideas can be helpful, but if you want to be radically transformed and live victoriously, you need a divine vision from God to reveal your intended purpose.


To find the intended purpose for something, you don’t ask the object. You ask the creator of the object. For example, the original purpose of Stonehenge, the prehistoric circular setting of large standing stones in England, is a total mystery. We can only guess by examining it. Some have speculated that it was a religious temple. Others have suggested that it was an astronomy observatory. Still some claim that it was a sacred burial site. Today, it is little more than a tourist attraction. While we can’t say with any certainty what it was designed for, we can believe implicitly that it was intended to be far more than an interesting backdrop for pictures. The original builders invested tremendous time and effort to build Stonehenge for a specific purpose. We are missing out on something huge, but only those creators hold the answers.


As with Stonehenge, we have made assumptions about the intended purpose and design of marriage. However, imagine if God’s perfect will intended something different than that which tradition and religion have handed down. No research, experience, or pattern would reveal it. Only divine revelation would enlighten us to the truth.


There was a time when no one believed that man could fly. Experience and surveys would have confirmed this belief, and the religious were the loudest naysayers. They said statements like: “If man were meant to fly, God would have given him wings.” But they couldn’t stop Wilbur and Orville Wright from following a God-given inspiration. They flew the first powered, controlled, heavier-than-air airplane on December 17, 1903.


Christians face a similar challenge in sharing the gospel with others. Non-Christians struggle to comprehend a loving God, who sent His Son to restore a relationship with us. God’s perfect will is that we be reconciled with Him and live an abundant life through His Son. Among themselves, non-Christians cannot identify any personal experiences that reveal God’s grace and mercy. Spiritually, they are blind and living in darkness. “The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God” (II Corinthians 4:4). They must open their eyes and look outside themselves to see God.

MISLEADING ASSUMPTIONS AND TRADITIONS

Satan has warped our beliefs through research, experiences, and unreliable traditions. Worldly models and cultures have shaped our traditions. We base our fundamental beliefs on what everyone is doing or has been doing in the past. Satan warps our thinking through logical assertions and strong feelings. You and I make decisions based on what seems or feels right in our minds. Over time, our beliefs have drifted from God’s truth. Our traditions and incorrect thinking have altered how we read and interpret Scripture. Matthew 15:6 says, “You nullify the word of God for the sake of your tradition.”

You can no longer allow yourself to be guided by only tradition. Frequently, we act on beliefs that we grew up with. Without validating them against truth, we believe and practice them automatically, and we pass them on to our children. A story tells about a family recipe for preparing a ham. As a mother educated her daughter in the family tradition, she said, “It’s very important to begin by cutting off both ends of the ham.” Her daughter asked her why she cut off part of the meat. After thinking it through, the mother responded, “Honey, I’m not sure. I always saw my mother do it, so I just do what she did.” The daughter went to her grandmother and asked the same question. The grandmother too replied, “I don’t know. My mother always did it.” The little girl then asked her great-grandmother, who finally told her where the tradition began. She said, “Oh, sweetheart, my little pan wasn’t big enough to fit the whole ham!”

Unfortunately, the habits and practices of our parents are sometimes misapplied or unreliable, but even the fundamental doctrines and traditions of the Church have been unreliable at times. In 1633, the astronomer Galileo was tried as a heretic and forced to recant his theory that the earth revolved around the sun. Church teaching at the time placed earth at the center of the universe.
 This false teaching retarded the understanding of everything, from the solar system to seasons; it myopically distorted our perspectives with man-centered beliefs.


Five times in the New Testament, Jesus corrected Old Testament doctrines that had been passed down by the family heads and religious leaders. He said “You have heard that it was said …” do not murder, do not break an oath, do not commit adultery, eye for an eye, and hate your enemy. Then He said, “But I tell you …” do not be angry with your brother, do not make an oath, do not look lustfully at a woman, turn the other cheek, and love your enemies. Jesus lovingly redirects us to the truth, and He guides us back to how God intended for us to live.

Ultimately, we cannot discover God’s perfect design from our experiences, from studies of ourselves, or from traditions that have been blindly passed through generations. Paul cautions us in Colossians 2:8, “See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ.” A few people may respond as the Pharisees responded, clinging to their traditions no matter what God shows them. Like barnacles attached to a ship’s hull, their minds will be hardened around their beliefs. They will struggle to understand or accept truths, which may reveal the inaccuracy of their beliefs.

Charles Babbage was puzzled by the questions of others, regarding his mechanical computing machine. He said, “On two occasions I have been asked [by members of parliament!], ‘Pray, Mr. Babbage, if you put into the machine wrong figures, will the right answers come out?’ I am not rightly able to apprehend the kind of confusion of ideas that could provoke such a question.”
 Like the people who could not understand Babbage’s mechanical computing machine, so many people do not comprehend God’s One Flesh design for man and woman. If a man and woman enter the One Flesh with distorted traditional or religious assumptions, the end result will be distorted. I exhort you to have a seeker’s heart and to ask, “We have heard many things about the model for a husband and wife, but what did God say? What is God’s design for a victorious marriage?”

FINDING THE DIVINE DESIGN FOR MARRIAGE

We are on a mission to discover God’s perfect will for marriage. To doing so, we could gradually piece together every verse in Scripture which speaks about marriage or relationships. We could examine the ‘wife of noble character’ in Proverbs 31, integrate that with the love chapter in I Corinthians 13, blend in the teachings on marriage from Ephesians 5 and I Peter 3, and try our best to fill in the countless gaps with the remaining verses scattered throughout the Bible. Like a puzzle, we could pick and choose from hundreds of verses and piece them together to form our own depiction of a great marriage. That is an option.

I love puzzles. I’ve completed puzzles with 500, 750, and even 1000 pieces. Hour after hour, I look at all the pieces and carefully evaluate where each one fits. However, the task is far easier when I can see what the finished product should look like, displayed on the lid of the box. As the Wright brothers based their airplane prototypes on the drawings by Leonardo da Vinci, Christians look to Jesus as the example of a godly life. Even so, Leonardo da Vinci didn’t draw any sketches of a great marriage, and Jesus wasn’t married. Any marriage model based on man’s thinking is likely to be wrong. Is there a blueprint for the victorious marriage that God intended for us to follow?

A superficial glance through the Bible reveals mixed messages and poor examples. The Old Testament seems to condone polygamy. The New Testament, especially the Pauline epistles, seems to discourage marriage. From Adam and Eve to Philemon and Apphia, the Bible presents over a hundred marriages in which both the husband and wife are explicitly mentioned. Even so, the Bible says very little, if anything at all, about most of them. For example, have you ever heard of Nahor and Milcah? How about Ben-Abinadab and Tapath? Many husbands or wives stand out individually as great men or women of God, like Moses, Deborah, Esther, or Peter, but little is said about each person’s marriage or role as a spouse. Only a couple of marriages exemplify marital moments worthy of our applause. These moments include Ruth and Boaz’s courtship as well as Sarai’s submission to Abram. Unfortunately, there is little to read about Ruth and Boaz’s marriage, and Sarah and Abraham’s marriage narcissistically revolved around their son (or lack of a son), instead of God.


Jesus’ relationship with the Church offers a great blueprint for marriage, even though He isn’t technically married. Because the nature of Christ’s relationship is spiritual and somewhat intangible, couples might struggle with the idea of Christ’s love for the Church as a model for marriage. Further, Jesus did not have to deal with many of the common issues in marriage: sex, children, in-laws, marital conflicts, etc.


For many reasons, Jesus chose not to intertwine Himself in marriage. Still, we can learn a lot about marriage from the example of Jesus, particularly in the Christianity Basics: Marriage 101 section of the Bible – Ephesians 5:22-33. (We must be careful not to over-apply this passage. For example, even though the passage presents Jesus as a model for husbands to emulate, this doesn’t imply that husbands are to be the Lord Jesus Christ to their wives. Jesus is the Savior, Mediator, Judge, and Lord of the Church, but the husband does not serve as any of these roles for his wife.)


Ephesians 5:25 specifically commands, “Husbands, love your wives just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her.” This verse reveals far and away the most important piece of the puzzle of marriage: essentially, the husband must be willing to lay down his life for his wife. However, similar verses command us all to be willing to lay down our lives for any of our friends. In I John 3:16, we read, “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.” Further, John 15:12-13 tells us, “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.” So, it appears that Ephesians 5:25 doesn’t provide any unique instruction for how a husband is supposed to love his wife beyond how we are all called to love everyone. The life-sacrificing love is not limited or exclusive to a husband and wife. Even still, if husbands learned to love their wives with this sacrificial love, they would take the most important step toward a great marriage.


To continue, the passage compares wives to the Church. Does this imply that wives are to behave as the Church with respect to their husbands? The Church worships, glorifies, and preaches Jesus, but that is not what the wife does for her husband. Verse 24 specifically states, “As the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands;” however, Ephesians 5:21 commands that we all must “submit to one another.” Submission isn’t exclusive to the relationship between a husband and wife. Although Ephesians 5 doesn’t reveal any unique insights, specifically concerning the marital relationship, it still provides valuable practices for every relationship. For that reason, we will revisit Ephesians 5 in unit 3 of this book.


Aside from Christ and the Church, have we ruled out a complete example of a victorious marriage after which we can model our own? If we are looking for a perfect relationship between a man and a woman, we will find none. There is no perfect model; every marriage has flaws. However, if you and I go all the way back to the Beginning, before the Fall, we will see how God designed marriage. We can learn why He brought a man and woman together and the purposes He intended. This model would be perfect, unadulterated, and uncorrupted. We wouldn’t have to concern ourselves with the issues that we find in other marriages that God didn’t seem to explicitly condemn or condone, the deterioration of ideals from generation to generation, or the couples’ choices that fell in God’s permissive will but not His perfect will. Over time, the original recipe for marriage has become diluted. Just like the game Telephone, where the original message spoken to the first person has been altered several times by the time the message is received by the last person, the perfect image for marriage has been distorted by the world. Things have been added or removed. As the morals of society decline from one generation to the next, the standard for marriage has fallen lower and lower. Sin has led us to slowly drift away from that which was perfect, forget what God initially intended, and corrupt what was once pure.


Marriage in God’s kingdom should not function as the world does; it should not rely on human tradition or the opinions of psychologists. I believe the current marriage model may fall under God’s permissive will, but it doesn’t reflect His perfect will. The present marriage model is okay at best, but generally, it is struggling. The failure rate is the same among Christian and non-Christian marriages. This should not be. If being a Christian and being filled with the Spirit made any bit of difference, it should be clearly evident in Christian marriages. The sermons and messages about marriage from pastors and counselors are either not true to God’s original plan, or the right message is getting lost. Ultimately, I believe this is the fatal problem: married couples, Christian and non-Christian alike, abide by the same flawed marital model.


All marriages have followed one pattern for thousands of years, but they do not have to. Providing a new model based on God’s original design, this book will radically alter many of your beliefs about marriage. The effect will break out into the open entirely new ways of thinking and living. The challenge to live by God’s original design will arrive via two avenues: what you will learn, and what you will unlearn. The decision to live inside a victorious marriage will require you to transform the way you think about yourself and your spouse. In such a marriage, you’ll work together differently. This new lifestyle will seem foreign, but it will not be difficult because it is how we were designed to function. Our current way of living is hard – that’s why Satan successfully destroys half of all Christian and non-Christian marriages. We’ve been slaves to the way we live since the beginning of time, so you might think we’ll never be able to change. Old habits die hard. But, if we remain wedded to past practices, we do so at our own peril. As you study God’s original design of the One Flesh, you will feel like you are being shown a radical new way to live by someone from an out of this world place like Eden. However, your soul will embrace it when you experience this perfect fit.


We must start at the Beginning, with a deep look at Adam and Eve in Eden, where the water ran purer than Aquafina and the blood of man and woman ran as pure as Jesus’. Through the first husband and wife, God reveals the purpose and operation of the One Flesh. God shows us how they glorify Him together and fight sin as one.

I Corinthians 2:6-7 (MSG) says, “We, of course, have plenty of wisdom to pass on to you once you get your feet on firm spiritual ground, but it’s not popular wisdom, the fashionable wisdom of high-priced experts that will be out-of-date in a year or so. God’s wisdom is something mysterious that goes deep into the interior of his purposes. You don’t find it lying around on the surface. It’s not the latest message, but more like the oldest – what God determined as the way to bring out his best in us, long before we ever arrived on the scene.”

The truth of the One Flesh cannot be discovered through research and survey. Only the Holy Spirit can reveal the victorious design for marriage that brings out His best in us as God had intended over 6,000 years ago. We build our marriages on this essential truth, not on hip trends, doctoral theories, or popular opinion. Sadly, it’s easy to turn away from the truth in lieu of these other things, since the truth was long lost and forgotten before you and I were born.

REDEEMING THE DIVINE IMAGE FROM FAILURE

When a president is impeached for a scandal, the public quickly forgets all the good changes he made for the nation. Likewise, Christians have overlooked many of the qualities of Adam and Eve, becoming blinded instead by their great failure. The glaring failure nearly blots out all the amazing attributes, which are true to God’s design. Akin to losing the original scrolls with precious Scripture verses, we’ve tragically lost the original blueprints for marriage.


For many people, Adam and Eve’s disastrous failure might nullify the good that anyone could learn from them. That’s exactly what Satan wants us to think. He wants us to forget what God intended. He wants us to throw away everything associated with Adam and Eve, the good along with the bad. After all, they were responsible for the eternal doom of the entire human race. (Never mind that every single one of us would have failed as well.) All the sin and suffering that you have faced can be traced back to and squarely placed on them. That’s Satan’s accusation that no one can refute.


Satan attempted to do the same thing with David after he committed adultery with Bathsheba and murdered her husband. David, the man after God’s own heart, failed miserably. Satan tried to bury him under a throne of guilt and shame, but God mercifully restored David. Despite his failure, no one has forgotten all the good that came through David’s life. Later, Satan tried to bury Peter under a mound of rotting fish after he betrayed and forsook Jesus in the worst way. The man, who vowed to stand by Jesus’ side, abandoned his Lord when confronted by a little girl. Mercifully, Jesus forgave Peter and sought him out to shepherd His people. Once again, despite his failure, no one has forgotten all the good that came through Peter’s life.


What about Adam and Eve? Will we forget all that God intended to establish through them? After they sinned, He didn’t forget them. He came looking for them in the garden. When He found them, He took away their crude coverings and provided a real cover for their nakedness. Will we seek them out as well? For millennia, Satan has kept a powerful truth buried; he has hidden a truth that God established to protect us from sin, a truth which Satan knows would block his demons from us. With a world of failure, Satan has hidden everything, hoping no one will ever know the truth.


Instead of dismissing Adam and Eve as failures, leaving them hidden and covered by Satan’s condemnation, we will seek them out and uncover a treasure. “For whatever is hidden is meant to be disclosed, and whatever is concealed is meant to be brought out into the open” (Mark 4:22). Like miners, we will have to dig dangerously deep, but in the end, we will find riches greater than diamonds. From two chapters in Genesis, God will reveal all we can learn about the marriage He divinely designed. From two people in the Bible, the Spirit will reveal how He wants to guide you and your spouse. Even though Adam and Eve sinned, you and your spouse can learn what God intended.

Even though they failed, your marriage can prevail against Satan’s schemes. Adam and Eve were perfectly designed by God; you and your spouse are perfectly designed as well. Here is the difference: you and your spouse can learn from the mistakes of Adam and Eve. Your marriage will be radically transformed by your journey to return to the original configuration and implement God’s blueprint revealed through Adam and Eve. My objective is to dig through the failure to reveal God’s victorious design for marriage. My goal is to turn one failure into millions and millions of victories.

What is a victorious marriage? After reading this book, you will see that the victorious marriage embodies everything that God is: His love and His power. It lives supernaturally on earth, fighting against Satan’s temptations and deceptions. It resists being sucked down into the muck that some marriages are dragged through. Instead, the victorious marriage rises up into God’s abundance, spiritually and physically. When a couple is indivisibly One Flesh under God, it can shine in any circumstance or situation. The couple won’t succumb to and be victimized by Satan’s attacks that have terrorized every person who has walked this earth.

REVEALING TRUTH TO YOUR MARRIAGE

I don’t have surveys of couples; I have a revelation for everyone. Traditions, experiences, and studies can be deceptive. Christians were meant to walk on water and move mountains, but research and surveys will tell you those things are impossible today. Instead of basing our marriages on any of these things and tossing in a few verses to deceptively confirm our own concocted ideas, we will start with the revelation of God’s original design and interpret Scripture in light of this design. While you seek the Scriptures under the Holy Spirit’s guidance, let Him speak truth to your heart. In the process, God will rearrange your thinking. His thoughts and ways are radically different from ours. His plans seem crazy and illogical. However, remember that they are perfect.


I am not writing this book just to educate you about a nifty concept, and I don’t want this book to simply expand your brain. I desire to ignite the spirit of your One Flesh. God has shown me an invaluable truth that will enable your marriage to fight against our enemy and fulfill God’s best for your life. What God has revealed will bring your marital Dream Team victory. Join me, and get ready for the most empowering marriage book you’ve ever read. After you read this book, let it be said of you and your spouse: “Look! That couple has a victorious marriage!”

I pray for you. As you open your mind, I pray that God will fill it with revelation. Don’t be afraid to cast aside assumptions you’ve made and traditions you’ve clung to. God’s Spirit will give you new insights that will fortify your marriage against Satan, strengthen your relationship with God and your spouse, and establish you in your Garden of Eden.


May it be as You intended, Lord.
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