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PREFACE

  Whether you have just recently committed your life to Christ or have been serving Him for years you have, no doubt, had an occasion to stumble.  We all have engaged in behavior that we wished we wouldn’t have and then had to go back and make it right.  Being imperfect we all have the tendency to make mistakes, make bad choices or engage in deliberate misdeeds.

  We need to guard against these behaviors and be mindful of their cause. 

  It’s just our sin nature, right?  In fact, we just agreed that it happens to all of us so maybe things aren’t as bad as you thought.

  If you felt comforted by that last sentence you have been affected by a technique used by our enemy in spiritual warfare; spiritual camouflage.

  Greed, lust, desire, hunger, covetousness, anger, sexual drive all these things are human characteristics and anyone holding this book will have been affected by one or more of them. They are all a part of our human nature that can lead to sin. Our human nature is an entry point for the enemy of God to start his campaign.

“Dear reader, do you believe this guy? Is he trying to tell you that it is sinful to experience hunger? Really? And surely you know that desire is an emotion you need to achieve your life’s noble goals. Now is the time to put this book down and get about your serious business”.  

  This is how the enemy of Christ enters the picture. His intent is to keep us off the path to, or knock us away from the “narrow gate that leads to life.” (Matt 7:14) He knows that to be effective, he must remain hidden from direct view. He can’t present himself in broad daylight and announce “I’m here to steal, kill and destroy!” He must subtly do his job and he does it well! As you read expect the above type of misdirection to enter your mind as you consider both sides of this book. 

  In the preface of The Screwtape Letters, C.S. Lewis wrote, 

“There are two equal and opposite errors into which our race can fall about the Devils. One is to disbelieve in their existence. The other is to believe and to feel an excessive and unhealthy interest in them.”

Satan will use either one to his advantage.  Keep Lewis’ concept in mind as you study your enemy.  If you know your ability and his limitations you will do well in this struggle.

  I have to admit I have an admiration for Satan. Not in who he is but in how he works as an opponent in battle. I don’t care to get too close but I see how he uses me against myself and I recognize his superior ability.  We know from the Bible what his objective is-- to keep us from the kingdom of heaven and to separate us from God. The only way we can win this battle is to engage the tools God has provided and to call on Jesus to lead us. Keep in mind that you and I don’t deal with Satan directly. He has a more ambitious goal. We deal with his minion. They, however, have the same objective in mind. Also remember that we struggle with products of a fallen world and of our own fleshly lusts. Not every bad day is caused by a dark angel.

   If you don’t believe dark angels exist, or believe in them with fear, their tactics are working.  The powerful place to be is to know they are there and to respect their ability. We need to understand who Satan is, why he and his minion do what they do and know that because of Christ’s authority we will win this battle.

  Just knowing this, though, is not enough. You must have knowledge and apply proper action to be effective. To defeat an enemy you must not only know who he is and how he uses his weapons but also what tools you have and how to apply them.

     Though it is often misunderstood there is a spiritual war going on around us. We can’t see all that happens in it directly but with practice you will be able to see the results in your physical world.  What you have in your hands is the reprint of a document acquired by our side that states, in the words of our enemy, the tactics they use to lure us away from a relationship with God. Here we are privy to information that can turn the tide on the battle we were born into. It is one thing to see the enemy coming or see the results of his work. It is another thing all together to know his intent and worries and how to exploit them. 

   In “The Art of War” Sun Tzu writes: “You must accomplish your attack and escape unharmed. This requires foreknowledge.”  This is an opportunity for you to see into the thoughts of your adversary and discover how he works against you.  Having this foreknowledge will give you tools to use for both defense and offence. If you are already aware of this battle the information provided will help you to be a better warrior. If you attend church and read the bible, and you are thinking, “Come on. Am I really to believe in this stuff?”, reading further will give you information as to how and why you may have those thoughts. If you don’t believe in God or Satan at all but you are still reading this, notice the intellectual battle happening in your head. That is the manifestation of the spiritual battle I alluded to earlier. Indulge me and read on. See if you don’t see yourself described at times in these pages.

  The intent of this book is to show you the guile of the enemy. Don’t be surprised if while you read this you start to believe what the author says about you. There is a counterpoint added after each section to confirm what God has to say about the topic and to give techniques for you to follow to strengthen your Christian walk and to bolster your armor. 

  Remember, the enemy comes to steal, kill and destroy. (John 10:10) It is the desire of our enemy to distort the truth in any way they believe it will cause you to stumble or fall. We are assaulted with three types of enemy: The dark angels, The desires of this fallen world and our lusts of the flesh. The counterpoints of each chapter of this manual will give you tactics to defend yourself from these attacks.  “All good and perfect gifts come down from the father of lights.” (James 1:17)  If your heart’s desire is distracted by an emotion that is not one you would normally use to commune with God reject it as an infiltration of one of those three and oppose it. Look to the word of God as your defense. Our protection requires diligence but used as designed by God is fairly simple and quite effective. We are called into this battle by Jesus and we are given the tools to win. Be fully aware, be vigilant, be knowledgeable and use the tools you have been given by our God. 

  Certain movements of the church have grown so concerned lately with not offending the congregation that they often ignore this topic. That in itself may be attributed to the enemy. We hope to open your heart and spirit to the fullness offered and expected by our Lord, Jesus Christ.

  In these pages you will find the tactic’s of your enemy and the promise of your God. Understanding them both will guarantee success.

    You will see that we can not overcome this enemy alone. The Bible warns you of that and the enemy counts on you being unaware. Take what you read here seriously. Don’t rush in without proper training and back up but don’t stand and watch without offering yourself up either. You are protected by the work of Jesus upon the cross and His authority granted to you. (See Matt 11:12, Luke 9:1-2 and Mark 13:34)  

  Although the enemy will use you against yourself don’t assume that every bad day or bad moment is caused by a dark spirit. For the purposes of this book, however, you should rely on the premise that if it affects you spiritually it is a part of the battle. The general defense is the same no matter where the attack begins. Rely on the work of Christ in your life whether the attack is from the flesh, the world or the enemy. 

  When engaged in warfare communication is a major key to success. Knowing what the enemy is going to do is vital. In your hands is information on how your enemy thinks and works.  Biblical direction has been added to this intelligence so that you may battle more effectively and with less fatigue. The battle is always near but Christ offers us rest. Battle efficiently and His rest will be interspersed within your effective battle. Our goal is to be available for use to help usher in the kingdom of heaven. Restoration of the original kingdom is His goal. Though God could restore this earth in an instant he has chosen to use us to reach others. We are not to accept Christ and then just idly wait for his return.                                            

  We are to follow His command and use His authority to work towards that goal. Satan will do whatever he can to make us ineffective.

  Keep in mind that the focus of this battle should never be on the enemy. Our focus should always be on Christ. For example, when hiking in the desert one thing that people have to be aware of is rattlesnakes. They are real and can be a hazard but an improper focus can ruin your desert experience. 

  If you obsess over them and that obsession causes you to stay away from the desert, obsession of the rattlesnake wins. If you fear you will see one behind every shrub and this causes you to miss all the beauty of the desert as you hike the fear of the rattlesnake wins. 

  If you know the snakes exist, learn of their habits, take reasonable precautions and set off on your hike with the focus being on the joy of being outside and the beauty of the desert, you win. 

  The same is true with spiritual warfare and dark angels. They are real and can be a hazard but you must keep your focus on Jesus. If you obsess over these dark angels and your obsession keeps you away from engaging in the spiritual battle out of fear, the demons win. If, while engaged in spiritual interaction, you fear you will see a demon around every corner and in every mishap or situation, and this obsession causes you to miss the beauty of God in the situations of you life, the demons win again. But if you know demons exist, learn of how they work against the kingdom of God, take reasonable precautions and set off to work for God’s kingdom with your focus on Him, you win.

That is our goal.

INTRODUCTION

  Warriors of Deception in the service of The Cunning Dragon, I have devised this handbook to advance the success of my battalion in the mission our High King has set before us.  (May he rule forever). 

  The following pages contain the techniques and tactics you are to employ to achieve victory over the despicable servants of The Ancient One: and ultimately over The Ancient One himself! 

  Understand that not all generals of our High King, such as I, will agree with certain philosophies and tactics offered in these pages. Because of this I demand that this tome stay within our battalion only. We are an elite group and many of your compatriots (so called) are using elementary tactics that are ineffective on the advanced targets I wish to destroy. I will discuss those tactics in brevity so you know of them, as they are useful for the elementary work of weaker targets, but we are going after a much richer achievement. A target that, when won, causes The Ancient One extreme heartbreak and sorrow. That is our goal! 

  You all will remember our proper decision to leave the presence of The Ancient One for the rich life of sharing in the rule of this earthly kingdom. Our king is lord of this world and we are willing and active participants in his goal to do irreparable harm to The Ancient One’s “children”. 

  What he sees in them I do not understand and, in fact, I need not understand his desire for them. None of us do.  All we need to know is the more we keep from him, or better, turn from him, the more we gain the respect of our lord, High King.  

  Of course you may have heard of the rule of not putting our battle plans in a permanent, 

tangible form but there are times when even those whom I serve miss the obvious 

points of communication and combat. So, as I know you are loyal to me, I trust you will never pass these techniques on to other battle groups. Let them fend for themselves. Besides, we are the elite; there is no sense in bringing others to our level and then having to share the glory of our victories. Let the lesser generals lead their own teams with their own tired tactics.

  Of course you will occasionally have the unpleasant duty of taking on physical form. When that is your assignment commit this volume to memory. Never take it into the realm of our human enemy!

  Our best and most wonderful tactic is one of misdirection. If our regular techniques become known their effectiveness will be compromised.  You do not want to be a party to that faux pas. My wrath is not to be tested or toyed with. 

  Before you begin understand two things from my perspective as you general:

1) I admire our supreme commander’s knowledge and ability to do as he has promised- to make us rulers of the world of The Ancient One’s vermin. 

2) And I have done enough study into what The Ancient One has promised to his people to believe that, contrary to what our High King proclaims, our end could very well be upon us.  

  The Forbidden Book, the last of their so called “Holy Scripture”, leads me to believe the possibility of this end. Never mind how I know what this Forbidden Book contains, suffice it to say that as an honored leader of our High King’s loyal troops I have been granted certain privileges in this regard. Having looked ahead I interpret the document differently than we were once lead to believe. 

  Our High King tells us that because so much detail is given in these “scriptures” about the past that those passages are written from a point of knowledge, but in the forbidden book the passages about the final outcome are short and vague, therefore speculative.  The High King interprets this as meaning there is no ultimate defeat of His kingdom and we yet have the upper hand. He contends no foreknowledge is truly in place about the outcome of the final battle.

  I look at it differently. Consider this: If I am wrong, and I would gladly concede to this after the final battles, the tactics in this tome will ensure a bevy of human slaves for us to play with and to do our bidding forever.

  But if I am right, and when have you known me not to be, our main objective must be to harm The Ancient One in the deepest manner possible with the time we have afforded to us.  These creatures have free will and it is The Ancient One’s desire that they choose him over everything else. Our assignment, then is quite easy; convince, coerce, frighten, entice or intimidate them to choose anything else.

  The pain caused in the heart of the one who rejected us and sent us here is my satisfaction. I want more of that satisfaction. I want The Ancient One to look upon our captives for eternity and feel the pain of their rejection. You, my dear soldiers, are the machinations of my satisfaction—and his pain.

  To this end study and employ these tools to wreak all disruption in the blossoming relationship between The Ancient One and his so called “beloved” (Oh if I were in human form that term would make me wretch!)

Your General,

The Cunning Dragon 

KNOW THE ENEMY

  Our enemy, of course, is The Ancient of Days. That is well known. However, since the time we chose to follow our king to this planet, we no longer can approach The Ancient One and thus we can not attack Him directly. We do, however, have the ability to damage his heart! Anything that we can do to cause that effect is our goal.

  The Ancient One adores those weak, secondary creatures he created to frolic on this world of our King. So our goal is to destroy the objects of his affection. Forget a direct assault on The Ancient One. Our King has that access and has chosen not to use it for battle. Many who have served with me started out with a giddiness that this sort of confrontation was possible in the heavenlies. Do not think it so! If the writings are correct in this matter we will have the opportunity to battle here, on our territory, soon enough.  Until then we should endeavor to move ahead that time line by the spiritual destruction of these vermin who populate our physical world.

  So, our objective, and thus the focus of my plan, is these weak creatures that The Ancient One loves. Everyone we push, entice or lead off his path pierces his heart and causes him great sorrow. His rulebook states that he wants none to perish, but they must follow his rules. Our mission is to lead our prey to misunderstand their responsibility to those rules, or to believe they have a just cause to break them.

  A poor warrior allows the justified sense of pride to overtake them in their mission hoping for immediate recognition. You, my best warriors, must leave your rightful sense of pride behind for the short term and encourage these vermin to grow in their false pride and self worth in order to lead them into our waiting grip. Then, and only then, can we sit back and sip the nectar of our victory as we watch their torment and revel in the sorrow of The Ancient One.

  To that purpose I will instruct you of their strengths (few) and how to exploit them. A crafty assailant patiently plucks away at their strengths. The weaknesses almost take care of themselves yet we should still touch on them. 

  There really are too many for me to cover here so I will be brief for two reasons. 


1) When you worked for other generals you no doubt used these against your target. You should already be familiar. (Consider all of their animal instincts such as hunger, sexual drive, the need for love and comfort etc. and you will have a generous list to choose from.) 


2) We will use these only to set up a base of operation within a strong enemy.                       

  Our goal is to exploit their strengths and bring our target toppling into our hands.

So as a reminder: these creatures are nothing more than glorified animals with the same basic needs and drives as any piece of flesh. We can always use these drives against them. And we will, but simply to erode away their resolve so that their strengths will topple. Since the time that the first man willingly gave this world to Our High King there have been characteristics inherent in man that we can, and should, exploit. Some may be too obvious for those who are spiritually mature; like adultery or fornication or lewdness. But it is a simple thing to wear your target down and to use even these things to their undoing. 

  There are others though that we can and will use regularly. Some of my favorites are: covetousness, deceit, pride (oh, the simplicity of pride) and foolishness. These are things that you should use whenever you have the opportunity. They not only weaken your target but they spread like a well placed virus to others around them.

  Our true targets are the ones who have a strong desire to explore, or who have already developed a relationship with The Ancient One. This relationship, fully understood and developed, is their only real strength.  

  Because our targets are at the stage where they know The Ancient One we must weaken their resolve and stop their progress. The best way to exploit their animal nature is with subtlety. Never make your advances obvious. It shows your weakness as a warrior if you fall into this trap.  Our King has invested centuries leading a majority of humankind into believing we do not exist.  We must do our work in such a way as to continue that belief. 

  Weak warriors want to destroy their target but they want even more the recognition of doing so. Our kingdom loses more opportunities to this fault than to any other. This battalion is needed because of the failings of our lesser contemporaries who refuse to use their self-control. Do not fall back into that state. If the target already has knowledge of The Ancient One it is easy for an ally to point out our presence. We must camouflage that presence. If you hear your target talking to a fellow follower about the troubles he is having and the fellow follower says something like, “Do you think this could be spiritual warfare?” You have been too obvious. Your camouflage needs work. 

  The successful warrior uses the target against himself with subtle whispers. Watch your subject and become intimate with his personality; know his personal animal weaknesses and explore the areas where he has already made covenants with us, or himself, that you can use as an entry point. Beware of the areas where he is strong. Do not go to that battlefield directly. You can wear away at it indirectly until it falters then start to plant doubt and opposing covenants to bring down that strength. 

  For example, let us say your target has a strong defense against sexual lust. He is an upstanding member of his church and is well respected by his peers. Help him to feel good about being well loved and continually whisper of how good he is to garner such love. Open the door to pride. Now bring in a woman who is struggling with a question of faith caused by a failing relationship with man who is not a follower of The Ancient One. Be sure your target sees her distraught and silently crying for help. Remind him that he is a good man and he is the one who can help this poor soul. His pride, if sown well, will take hold of part of this relationship and as you allow him to minister to this woman she will feel the love she was missing with her man. She will be restored in her faith and owe it all to him. (I know some of you are concerned at her renewal of faith. After all, are we not trying to bring her down as well? Remember our goal is to bring down the strong so many follow.) 

  Now that she feels saved by her new hero she will faun over him. Keep whispering to his pride and he will puff up every time he sees her. Have him wonder where she is when she misses a meeting and have him comment on noticing her absence when she returns. Her happiness at his acknowledgement will steer her to move even closer to him and his pride will allow her to do so. He will say to himself “There is nothing sexual here. I just have a new sister in the faith. Let him believe that until he finally falls. 

  It starts with the deeper longer look, the realization that not only does she admire his strength but that she is attractive physically as well. Then her light touch to his arm and later his taking her hand as she enters the sanctuary. Next it is a hug then it is a meeting after their services at the coffee shop. 

  You see the trap is deliberately slow. You must be patient. Never push too hard. You want him to fall but you have time. His status, being well respected in the church, is a key element of this attack. When he falls into her arms at the end of your campaign all those who see it or hear of it through others will have a panel torn from their armor as well.

  You have now opened doors for our troops to work in all who admired him. He falls, he uses her as his medication during his humiliation, he takes it out on her and she knows not why, and she leaves in anger, confusion and frustration never to return to the church. (See how your earlier fears of bringing her further in to the kingdom of The Ancient One have been overcome?) 

  The fissures in their strength are your way in. Nearly all of the characteristics you would count as strengths have an edge that you can get your fingernail underneath. Take your time and whisper into those weak areas so that your voice becomes their voice. Work on getting the target to agree with your voice.  When he trips whisper, “You are such an idiot, what a fool, who can take you seriously”, and the like. Deliver these things slowly but with sharp intent. The victory begins when you hear the target mutter “I am such an idiot. No one will ever take me seriously” Now you have him! This, my dear warrior, is a covenant. You have whispered, he has agreed and taken ownership of the statement. It is now he who degrades himself. Once a covenant is made it requires only minor maintenance to keep alive and it is an open door for you to enter, with full permission of the subject.  

  Though we will rarely have the simplicity of working on those who do not feel the need to reach for The Ancient One (Our targets are the ones lost by less astute warriors to this deplorable state) probe the actions and the words of your target for clues to past covenants. Many are carried over into their new relationship with The Ancient One. It is very common, for instance, that a target will accept that he is forgiven by The Ancient One but has no ability to forgive himself. This is a rich opening. As long as your target has these feelings of self doubt, or better yet, self-loathing, no matter who put it there, you can capitalize on it for our gain. 

  Let me offer an example of how I used my cunning against a target’s defenses.

He was a lover of the wilderness and had been taught of The Ancient One in a church that we kept ineffective through incomplete teachings. He was being courted in the wilderness by the son of The Ancient One so I stepped in. 

  He was unaware of the access he provided me so I talked with him when he was out in the woods. I cooed love songs into his heart feigning The Ancient One’s voice. (This is a skill you must master. Our mission must be complete even if we have to engage in these unpleasantries. Keep your eye on the prize and do not force your hand just because of a bit of discomfort in the technique you may have to use.) He knew that a god was talking to him and knew that he would find that god in the wilderness. I was that god! 

  I went on to encourage him to seek me in the outdoors and to seek further education from others whom we controlled. He sought spiritual teaching from one of our loyalist but during the instruction The Logos kept trying to whisper to him. It showed in his lack of faith in the work we were trying to do in him yet were succeeding to do in a majority of the other students there. 

  Many years later he fell under the spell of The Ancient One. This is where the weak demons give up and move on yet this is where our battalion earns its reputation. He moved on to a camp of a man who was strong in his faith in The Ancient One and taught his followers on how to effectively talk to The Ancient One. I knew once this occurred my job would take a foul turn. So I returned to the covenant that he and I made all those years ago. He had developed a doubt in the realm of spiritual communication. His fear was of being mislead and he made a covenant with the disappointment we placed in his head.

  When The Ancient One started to whisper to him I shot my arrows of doubt into the openings of this covenant. I knew I was effective when he wrote in his journal that this teaching on communication was so similar to what he felt in the past that he had doubts in the trustworthiness of this new teacher. 

  I had counterfeited the work of The Ancient One years before the counterfeit was needed. That access point, through my target’s covenant, was enough of a chink for me to get my arrow to pass. Through that opening I was able to continue to have him doubt he ever actually heard from The Ancient One. He began to second guess all that he heard, believing that it was his own mind that was causing all the direction he heard in his heart. To this day he still can not discern the voice of The Ancient One from my voice or his own thoughts.

