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Excerpts from The Sword and the Tambourine

Have you ever wondered why you are here, at this point in time? Have you questioned the need to stay on the earth after you were saved? I mean, couldn’t we all just accept Jesus and head straight for heaven, instead of staying down here, in mortal bodies, in sweat and daily routines and work, sometimes fighting to stay above the clamor and piles of things waiting for our attention? Have you sometimes felt like you were walking in a fog, as if the skies themselves were pressing you to live ordinary, while the spirit in you cried for eyes to see and a heart to understand what really goes on, from God’s perspective?


 You were born for destiny. We live on the very seam between one age and the next. Already in the last few years there have been dramatic increases in earthquakes, flooding and other natural disasters, acting as a warning sign to the Church that it is time to rise. Many godly people are speaking up and declaring that the Lord has started the preparation for the last days. There will be increasing darkness in the world, but also increasing glory for the believers. 

The Lord said two thousand years ago, “Many are invited, but few are chosen” (Mt 22:14; Rev 17:14). You are invited to go deep into fellowship with the Lord, and if you do, He will also choose you to partake of a higher destiny. The time for sleep is over; it is time to rise. May He now open your eyes to see what has been hidden from you before; may you see the glory of heaven and the plans of the enemy. May you find your weapons and know your provisions. May you find your friends and prepare for your mission. And most of all, may you come to know the Lord in a new way. For in these days He will become known as “the Commander of the armies of the Lord,” the Lord of Hosts. 

Welcome to Reality


Those who have not seen war situations too often and not at their front doors, are often lulled to believe that we live in a rather nice and kind world. A Western mentality toward evil is that it somehow is not supposed to upset our private lives, and if it does it is seen as an uncommon tragedy. As Christians we also easily fall into this kind of thinking, imagining God as a good and fatherly kind of god, who would not hurt anybody and always wishes us health and happiness. The subject of a real Satan and demonic activities seem very out of place and definitely extreme in our cozy living rooms. It is so easy to accept the material world, and so difficult to believe in the unseen one.


Other parts of the world have adopted different mind frames. The Chinese Christians, continually persecuted and risking their lives, accept life as mostly hardship, with bright spots of rest and joy interspersed as gifts from a loving Father. The African people, with their long history of animistic practices, know too well that there are evil forces at large. The Arabic world is full of demonic appearances and curses while their god stays aloft and impersonal. The West, who now accepts atheism and materialism as reality, is full of people who seek alternative sources of power, since the Church seems void of it – witches, warlocks and cults are becoming increasingly popular. Life without a powerful God who orders the universe and has a purpose for our lives is not life at all. It becomes an empty pursuit for personal gain and the opening of our senses to anything that attracts.


As a believer in Jesus Christ, the risen Son of God, you have the privilege of learning the mysteries and the reality of the unseen realms, and to begin to understand what in the world is going on here on the blue planet and the skies above it. There is no way you would be able to find the truth on your own, even if you spent the rest of your life looking for it. But, as the adopted son and daughter of God, He starts revealing it to you. It changes your world view for good. 


The first important step you take on the walk of faith, is accepting that Jesus is Who He claims Himself to be, and accept His offer for forgiveness of sins. Then your newly acquired faith is put to the test with the Scriptures, the Bible, to accept it as God’s eternal and irrevocable Word. “Sure, I believe it,” you say innocently – and then you are bombarded on all sides with all kinds of information, questions, and doubts. You think, you pray, you research, you question. Finally you are back to the beginning again – faith. Either Jesus is God, or He is not. If He is not, than he is a liar and a deceiver, or maybe a lunatic with a big head, thinking he is God. If not, then He must be who He says He is. And if He is God, then you have to accept His words, first of all because He is God and He knows everything, and secondly, because if you can not trust God (especially the kind of God that just saved you at the cost of His own life) then who can you trust? Without this immovable rock of certainty life has no real foundation and values become subject to personal taste. 


Once you take your step of faith, throwing yourself on God’s mercy and trusting in His provisions for you through Jesus and through the Word, you find that your faith is validated many times over. God starts showing up in the strangest or the most normal circumstances, where before you did not recognize Him. His answers to your prayers sometimes come precisely in the right time and in such amazing ways that your faith doubles in a heart beat. The joy of your salvation and your newfound assurance is throbbing in your chest, a pulsating new life within that cannot be matched with any other exhilarating experience – could it be that the Holy Spirit has moved in to live in you? 


And it is at this point where suddenly the world, your ‘home ground’, starts to change in front of your eyes. Not that anything is changing except you – you are just now starting to notice things on a different plane. It is the Spirit who is sensitizing you to notice the invisible. At the same time, another miracle is occurring. The boring, hard-to-understand Bible text starts jumping out at you - a new revelation, a sudden understanding of something that before seemed irrelevant or strange. Something small that He had made you think of one day find its explanation in His word the next. How strange! How come you did not notice before?


Your Bible is a big heavy book that anybody could buy and read. It is not encrypted, yet it is! God, who made our intellects, has done what no computer hacker is able to do: to make it so hard to understand that the most brilliant scholar cannot understand its meaning, but at the same time so simple that a child can learn the truth (1 Co 1:18-25). It is a locked up secret to those who approach it in the wrong way, but at the same instant wide open to the open hearted - the amazing, deep secrets of God, hidden in the pages of your Bible, yours for the taking.


Why am I telling you all this? Simply because without this foundation, the rest of what I will share will not make sense at all. It will seem like science fiction, or a rerun of the movie Men in Black. There is another reality around us, the invisible one, and you will get to know it by the Word of God and by the revelation of the Holy Spirit. 

You may wonder, is it necessary to get to know this part of reality? If it is unseen, is it not best left alone and wait for heaven? Then He can explain things in detail and we can not get misled. I agree; that would be more pleasant. If it were not for a few little details…


First of all, there is more to your acceptance of Christ than maybe you knew. You very suddenly changed your allegiance to a different Master, and you have changed sides in an all-out war between two kingdoms. Secondly, your former master – whether you knew he existed or not – does not like that you have switched sides. In fact, he hates what you have done and has decided to take you out. Thirdly, you may have switched sides and been rescued from the eternal fires, but you are still in enemy territory, and will continue to be so for the rest of your earthly life.




I am sorry if this shocks you, but the Bible states it in war terms
, and it is the best explanation you will get for what is actually happening in the invisible realm. With all these facts at hand, would you like to know what is happening, or do you want to walk blind-folded through life and just hope to not attract attention? To speak candidly, your best chance of survival will be to learn quickly what is happening around you, get caught up to speed on the scenario you were just made aware of. Like, who is my enemy? How many troops does he have, and where are the ones that are the closest to me? How can I recognize what he is up to? What has the Lord given me to protect myself with? Do I have any weapons? Any mode of communication? Do I have any food rations handy? Do I have any guys around that are on my team? What is it that I am supposed to be doing? Do I get anything as a reward if I enlist to work for Him here behind enemy lines? Do I have any assurance that I can get out of this alive?


Good. I am glad you are asking. As unreal as it may seem to you, you are on the verge of stepping into a reality that will far supersede your wildest wishes for adventure, and yet keep your heart in the deep, abiding peace of Jesus, your new Commander. Oh, and one more thing – welcome to reality. 





(Section taken from Chapter 1, “We Must Fight!”)
The Power of Unity


It is a wonderful thing to worship the Lord in private. The intimacy and finding a place where there is no need to put up a front is a great treasure, and it is often where the Lord meets our needs. But from the platform of personal devotion we move into the corporate worship. It may be as small as just you and a friend, a small group, a public meeting or a full size congregation. The size is not the important thing; the important thing is to come together before Him (Mt 18:19-20). 


The Lord loves unity. It is not about uniformity; it is about the bonds of love being strong enough to allow for divine, creative diversity. Yet, in the midst of diverse expressions, we still display ‘one in heart and mind’ (Ac 4:32). When I pondered the problem of unity versus disunity among believers many years ago, I felt the answer forming in a picture. 


Jesus is the Center. The universe, the earth and all things were made for Him, and at the end we will find ‘all things summed up in Him’. That means, whatever is evil will fall away and cease to exist, but all that is good moves toward Him.
 All believers stand around Him, but according to our walk with Him we are farther away or closer to Him. The farther away we are, the more discord and flesh life still operate. We have not found our ‘center of spiritual gravity’ in Him, and the distance between believers is greater. But the closer we get to Jesus, the closer we also draw to each other. The closer we are to Him, the more He corrects our faulty views and quiets our urge to look critically at one another. The more we look at Him, the more we enjoy each other, all of us receiving His mind on what matters. Where He is, strife ceases, and peace reigns.  


When we overcome the need to compare and criticize each other and begin to love, our unity starts working in our favor. Not only do unbelievers shake their heads in amazement and realize that order and stability comes from divine love rather than organization; but we ourselves are blessed by the Lord, who has bound Himself to bless and pour out fresh anointing when we stand together. 

How good and pleasant it is

when brothers live together in unity!

It is like precious oil poured on the head,

running down on the beard,

running down on Aaron’s beard,

down upon the collar of his robes.

It is as if the due of Hermon

were falling on Mount Zion.

For there the Lord bestows [commands] His blessing,

even life forevermore.

Psalm 133


Oil is representative of anointing. It also speaks of the presence of the Holy Spirit. Are we not all desperate to receive more of the anointing and flow of the Spirit in our lives? It starts with a renewed love for our spiritual family, our brothers and sisters. 


Jesus is the Head of the priestly order. The anointing He carries as a priest starts flowing down onto His body (us!) when we are in unity, and we are empowered to serve in our royal priesthood, with His authority, with great revelation, and with power to intercede for others with astounding results. Then it is said of us, “Their prayers have power with God.”

Many times we saw this anointing take place in our team life. We all came from our homes, some sleepy, others stressed from a hurried morning, others unwell. The information time ended and we entered worship. The first song would not always bring everybody to a place of worship, but one by one we started entering in to His presence – our eyes stayed on Him, the glorious King. The ripple effect of this communion upward spread as team members would start receiving things from the Lord. One would speak a word or Scripture, another would confirm the same word or having the same sense. Once confirmation hit, we could start hitting the target with prayer, or be able to take in the presence of the Lord and receive from Him. Not all meetings seemed powerful, but having these regular morning meetings scheduled, standing together before the throne, became a continuous open door through which the Lord could move. We strengthened each other to become mighty in our task.

One of the ladies on our team shared how she saw our team in a vision. She saw us in the worship watch, and the Lord gave her two words: pleasure and power. The pleasure was the Lord’s delight in us, that we gave Him our time, and the pleasure was also ours. In an oppressive land, full of frustrating, slow progress in physical projects and daily life, to be able to enter His presence every day was both a pleasure and a life-line. He also granted us power to change history by our unity. I have shared some of these experiences with you already, but I want to further illustrate here the power to move in service through the voice of ‘two or three witnesses’ with a true story I have been allowed to share with you.

In the 90’s, while two leaders of an NGO (non-government organization) group were stationed in Kabul, Afghanistan, they had powerful team times. They were in fact so attuned to the Lord’s directions and quiet voice, that they numerous times heard the same word, or knew what the other one would be sharing. While praying with closed eyes, one would suddenly know, “Yes, my brother has something from the Lord.” And right after that the other man would speak up and deliver a word. 

During one of those years, the harshness of winter had caused a terrible situation of refugees outside of Herat, the border city into Iran. The two leaders prayed and felt they would make a two or three day trip to the site and ask the Lord whether they should involve themselves or not. As they got there, they saw the situation. The next morning, they had their breakfast and went to prayer. The senior leader took out his Bible and said, “I have a Scripture to share.” The younger leader looked at him and said, “Yes, it is from 1 Samuel 17, right?” The senior stared at him, surprised. “Yes, you are right, it is the story of David and Goliath. But how did you know?” “Well, the Lord just told me the book and the chapter. I believe we are to work here in Herat. And I actually feel that I am supposed to move here with my wife.” After further prayer, the two men left Herat on one of the infamous Ariana planes to return to Kabul. The younger man said to his friend, “God will already have told my wife. Don’t say anything to her. You will see.”

As the plane landed, they found her waiting for them, despite the fact that she had not received any news of when they would be arriving. She went up to them and asked, “So, how was the trip?” The younger man tried to look nonchalant as he answered, “Oh, it was OK.” His wife said, “Yes? The Lord told me that we were going to move there.” The other man’s jaw fell in surprise. Oh, God, how clear, how awesome Your leading can be, when watered with prayer and worship!!





(Section taken from Chapter 8, “The Tambourine II”)
Personal Reflection

1. Have I a deep enough relationship with my Commander that I recognize His voice? What could I do to strengthen my ability to hear Him? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Do I know what my role in the army is (in other words, do I know what God wants me to do long term or short term with my life, and what level of authority I can exercise to see it done)?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Am I at this point in the place God wants me to be? Have I followed His directions up to this point, or is there something I am avoiding or procrastinating in?

_____________________________________________________________________

4. Who do I have around me that I think God placed there to be my fellow soldier, to encourage, challenge and help me? Am I paying attention to what they are teaching me (in word or in action)?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



(Study questions concluding Chapter 2, “The Battle Ground I: Drafted”)

� Ps 2:1-3; Jas 4:4; 2 Pe 2:9; Col 1:13; Jn 15:18-20; 1 Pe 5:8





� 2 Co 10:3-4; 1 Pe 2:11; Ps 144:1; 2 Ti 2:3; Eph 6:10-13


� My husband recently found an article about a new discovery in space; it seems that all matter in the universe is moving with great speed toward the same location. This confirms to me even more that the ‘mystery’ Paul speaks of in (Eph 1:9-10) of all things summing up in Christ is already happening. It all moves toward Him. 





