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This is a collection of 52 devotional readings written for people traveling or vacationing, though for “arm-chair” travelers as well.  Each reading is one page, plus a map showing the journey and other information, is based on the journey of a Bible character, with equal representation from Old and New Testaments.  

Following are four of the readings.  Maps are not included, since at this stage they are stored in a Microsoft Publisher file.  


7   Destination: Sodom
Lot looked up and saw that the whole plain of the Jordan was well watered ... so Lot chose for himself the whole plain of the Jordan and set out toward the east. ... Abram lived in the land of Canaan, while Lot lived among the cities of the plain and pitched his tents near Sodom.   Gen. 13:10-12 (NIV).

Since settling in Canaan, Abraham had prospered under the blessing of God.  His flocks and herds had expanded rapidly, as did those of his nephew, Lot.  Their large encampment was situated on the hills west of the Jordan River, between the towns of Bethel and Ai.  It soon became clear to Abraham that he and his nephew must part company in order to avoid depleting the pasture and water supply.  It was time to divide the territory.   

When the patriarch invited his nephew to take his pick of the country for his own increasing flocks and herds, it didn't take him long to make up his mind.  Standing on the escarpment, Lot scanned the broad, fertile valley of the Jordan River. Plenty of feed there. No need to scour the hills looking for fresh pasture every few days. No concern with water either. No rough hills to climb searching for lost or injured sheep. The promise of wealth and ease. 

He smiled.  "Uncle Abe, I guess I'll take the Jordan valley."

Valley living was very agreeable, and Lot's family loved it there -- especially having several cities close by. For Lot, the city meant a reliable market for meat and wool.  For his wife, it was a source of fine clothes, jewelry, and contemporary furnishings. For his daughters, it was a magnet for social life and fun. Not surprisingly, Lot's tent village moved ever closer to the city.

At first Lot felt uncomfortable about the idea of selling their tents and buying an expensive condo in central Sodom. The city had a particularly bad reputation for violence and immorality, and as Lot watched the sun setting over the rugged escarpment to the west, where Abraham's encampment could sometimes be seen, he had the uneasy feeling that his uncle was praying for him each evening when the family gathered for worship. But in the end Lot's family made the decision for him, and they became residents of fun city.

On the tragic day when the entire city of Sodom exploded in flames, Lot was lucky to escape with his life.  Lost in the cataclysm were his wife and every earthly possession they had owned.  Looking toward the western hills that evening, his face blotched with smoke and tear stains, and clutching only the torn clothes he wore, Abraham's nephew must have wished he had approached some life choices differently. And perhaps one journey he should never have made.  

It(s not so easy to remain faithful to You, Lord, when I(m surrounded by a world of pleasure and materialism.  Please give me strength to stand tall for You.    

51   The Ultimate Journey
The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us.  We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.  John 1:14 (NIV).

One can think of some great and amazing journeys of humankind through the ages. Marco Polo(s overland trek from Europe to China. The voyage of Christopher Columbus to the New World. H.M. Stanley(s journey into the heart of Africa to find Livingstone. Lindbergh(s pioneering solo flight across the Atlantic from New York to Paris. Man(s first space voyage to the moon. These were great, even incredible, journeys.

But the greatest journey ever taken happened about two thousand years ago, when the Son of God came all the way from heaven to our world to become the Son of Man. It was a journey of immeasurable and unimaginable distance, across the span of the universe, through trillions of light years, to one small planet of our solar system. What a journey!

But to contemplate this greatest of all journeys is not to think about distance.  True, its length is mind-boggling, but what is incomprehensible is its depth. Paul the apostle describes it this way.  (Christ Jesus,( he says, (being in very nature God, made himself nothing, and being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death ( even death on a cross!(  The Creator becomes the creature, and dies a cruel and shameful death. Unthinkable.

Yet it is also the most glorious event this planet has ever experienced.  The greatest journey undertaken by God makes possible the greatest journey that any human being can ever take ( a single, faltering step toward Jesus Christ and salvation! It is a simple step of faith and belief.  Millions have taken that step and have experienced forgiveness, acceptance, joy, and new life. Sadly, millions more have declined to take that one small step, turning their backs on Jesus and eternal life.

Lord, I thank you for the incomprehensible journey of love You took for me.  I accept Your free, gracious gift of salvation today. 
18   Search for Lost Donkeys
Now the donkeys belonging to Saul’s father Kish were lost, and Kish said to his son Saul, ‘Take one of the servants with you and go and look for the donkeys.   I Samuel 9:3 (NIV).

“Excuse me, sir. Have you seen any stray donkeys?”




Farmer Kish, who lived in the town of Gibeah, had lost some donkeys and decided to send his son, Saul, to find them. This lad was unusually tall and lanky, head-and-shoulders above other kids of the same age. He was also mature for his years, so his father decided to give him the assignment of finding the lost animals. Saul was not to go alone, though. Kish asked one of his trusted servants to accompany him. So the two set out from Gibeah, searching first through the hill country of Ephraim, in a north-westerly direction from their home.     

“Please, have you see any stray donkeys around here?”

Their search seemed to be a lost cause. After three days of searching through the hills, the two were in the district of Zuph. Frowning, Saul spoke up. “I think we’d better go back, or my father will stop thinking about the donkeys and start worrying about us.” The servant understood, but had a suggestion. “Look, in a town near here lives a man of God, a seer. Perhaps he can tell us where the donkeys are.” As they made their way towards the town gate, they met some young ladies coming out to draw water from the village well. Saul’s companion asked the whereabouts of the seer. 

They were soon directed to the prophet Samuel who, it turned out, was expecting them. “Don’t worry about the donkeys,” he said to the worried young man, “they have been found. But God has a very special assignment for you.” And Samuel produced a flask of oil and anointed the lad who was to become the future king of Israel. An assignment indeed!  Taken completely by surprise, the young Saul reminded the prophet that he was just a kid from a small family  belonging to the smallest of the twelve tribes of Israel. No matter, though. God knew what He was looking for.

God amazes us sometimes. Don’t be surprised if even a journey to find some stray animals turns into something much bigger. 

Lord, wherever my journeys take me, please keep me open to your leading.  Help me to accept whatever you have in mind for my life.  Amen. 

22   To Cana For a Wedding
Two days later there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there, and Jesus also was invited and His disciples.  John 2:1,2  (New Testament in Modern Speech) 

This story is found only in John’s Gospel. It happened at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, following His baptism, and just a couple of days after He called His first disciples.  Let’s reconstruct the story from John’s record.  

Jesus’ family home was the village of Nazareth, several miles from the western shore of the Sea of Galilee.  Soon after His baptism, Jesus appeared on the Galilean lakeshore at Capernaum where He called His first four disciples from their fishing boats. The next day He found another young man, Philip, who could hardly wait to share the exciting news with his friend, Nathaniel. 

“Listen, we’ve found the one Moses and the prophets wrote about! It’s Jesus of Nazareth, Joseph’s son.”  

Nathaniel’s home town was Cana, a village only seven miles from Nazareth, so he knew the area very well.  His reaction to Philip’s news was immediate.

“What? Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?”  

“You come and see,” urged Philip, and led his friend to Christ. Nathaniel was quickly convinced that Jesus was indeed the promised Messiah. “You are the Son of God!” he declared. “You are the King of Israel!”  Both young men became disciples. 

Nathaniel may have shared his exciting discovery with his folks and friends at home in Cana, because just two or three days later, Jesus, His mother, and His brand-new disciples were all guests at a wedding there.  Jewish wedding feasts went on for days, sometimes an entire week, so it should be no surprise that the wine ran out before the celebrations ended. When Jesus heard about it, He performed His first public miracle, converting jars of water into a beverage of superb quality.    

Isn’t it interesting that the first public event attended by Jesus in company with His disciples was a family social event, a wedding?  His chosen followers discovered that their new Teacher was not a recluse who would lead them into some kind of monastic isolation, as they might well have been expecting. Instead their training and ministry would be thoroughly people-oriented in keeping with Christ’s salvation imperative.

And the miracle of the wine must have convinced those first disciples that their Teacher was not just an extraordinary human being, but the Messiah, the God-Man invested with miracle-working power and authority. His teaching would be as refreshing as new wine compared with the old, insipid traditions of the time.

The event is also good news for us today.  God is interested in every facet of our lives, our joys and our journeys.  

Lord, I want You to be with me wherever I go and whatever I do.  Please help me to make the kind of choices that will bring honour and glory to You.      

