Dear Editor,
As a homeschooling mom, I look distinctly for books that will engage my girls’ attention, while at the same time teach solid biblical truths.  A book that is captivating yet true.  A book they will remember.  
I wrote A Sweet Fragrance, a 36 page picture book, to appeal to the many homeschooling moms just like me.  A Sweet Fragrance illustrates how a girl’s faithfulness to God will affect future generations, and is written to challenge girls with Godly vision for their lives.  Other books can be borrowed from a friend, but a book that will be a tool for discipleship is one that belongs in our own personal library.   A Sweet Fragrance is such a book.  

Wildflowers draw the keen observer like bees to honey.  A child’s eyes sparkle as they discover for the first time, the shadows, the shape, the fragrance of a flower.   Bending closely they examine this wonder before them, not knowing from where it came.  They reach out a stubby finger.  Mommy smiles as they look up with yellow stains of pollen remaining on their nose.  
The wonder of wildflowers delights mothers and daughters alike, and I feel confident that A Sweet Fragrance with delight both mothers and daughters as well.  Each 4 page chapter contains a captivating true story tied into a particular aspect of a wildflower, a vivid watercolor illustration (created by my 15 year old daughter, Alicia), and short history nuggets regarding the flower.  The target audience is girls ages 6 and up.

I have been a pastor’s wife for 18 years, and a homeschooling mother for 15 years.  My girls (and even my son) have enjoyed the chapters of A Sweet Fragrance very much.  I hope you enjoy the enclosed sample chapter as well (please see below).  
Thank you for your consideration.  I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

Sincerely,
Kris Zanoni
9229 Guyot Dr.
Knoxville, TN 37922
865-249-6871

Kris@YoungChristianWriters.com
Wild Lupine

Lupinus Perennis 
(loo-PIE-nus per-EN-is) 

Diligence Is . . . 

Being relentlessly persistent 

in guarding my relationship with Christ.

  

 

We have no reason for existence 
except in Christ,

but what a reason that is!

- C.H. Spurgeon
In Holland prior to WWII, Casper Ten Boom was a fortress of faith.  He led his family with steady, Godly habits that to anyone else might have seemed boring and routine.  But for the Ten Boom family, they would be the binding that was carefully and lovingly sewn stitch by stitch and day after day, that would hold the pages of their lives together through unbelievable chapters in history about to unfold.

 

Every morning, at 8:30 a.m. Casper would read to his family from their cherished, family Bible.  Willem, Betsy, Nollie and Corrie along with their mother and aunts (who also lived with them), would all be gathered around the dining room table to hear their father’s strong, kind voice.  All in the household were required to be present and attentive unless prevented by illness.  Then everyone would be off to their daily responsibilities - school, chores, cooking.  Casper would be busy with his trade of skillfully repairing clocks, and lunch would often include an invited guest who had visited the clock shop.  As the day wound to a close, once again he would read from the crinkled pages of the faded-leather Bible.  The last thing his children remembered every evening was their father’s steady footsteps coming up the staircase as he made his way to each bedroom to pray for them.  

 

Casper could not have imagined the many Jewish men, women, and children his family would soon help to hasten up these same stairs to hide from danger.  Nor would he ever have guessed that through his consistent, daily study of God’s Word he was building a security in his children that by God’s grace would hold them through what was to become an unbelievable holocaust.  Because of his whole hearted devotion to Christ, he and his entire family were ready for what God was about to call them to do – at risk to their own lives, they would help precious numbers of Jews hide and escape from the Nazis during the WWII German invasion of Holland.
Gracing the fields of the northeastern United States, Wild Lupine supplies vital nutrients to the soil.  The word “lupine” is derived from the Latin word “lupus”, meaning wolf.  It was once thought that lupine flowers devoured the mineral content out of the soil much like a ravenous wolf devours food.  In truth, however, lupine and other plants in the pea family enhance the fertility of the soil by supplying usable nitrogen.

 

Plants must have nitrogen to live.  Although a large percentage of the atmosphere is nitrogen, most living things cannot use nitrogen in this form.  Certain plants like alfalfa, clover, and lupine partner with various kinds of bacteria that grow on their roots to form usable nitrogen.  Without a sufficient supply of this mineral, plants may have stunted growth and small fruit.  If not remedied, branches and leaves may begin to die.

 

Reading and studying God’s Word is vital to the growth and health of our Christian faith just as nitrogen is necessary to the health of the soil.  Casper Ten Boon did not know what the future held.  He did know, however, that God was his reason for living and that the Holy Scriptures are His spoken Word.  To the Ten Boon family, a day without Scripture reading would be as noticeable as a day without physical food.  Likewise, a Christian who is relentlessly persistent in guarding their relationship with Christ will diligently study and delight in obeying God’s Word.  They will grow and thrive as they allow the Master Gardner, Jesus, to nurture their growth, bringing vital nutrients into the soil of their souls.

 
 

Scriptures
 

O how I love thy law!  It is my meditation all the day.  Psalm 119:97

 

The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: 

the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.  Psalm 19:7 

 

 This book of the law shall not depart our of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, 
that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein:  

for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.  

Joshua 1:8  

 

Discussion
 

List creative ways to meditate on God’s Word throughout the day.

 

Post Scriptures on index cards in places you will see throughout the day.  For example…                                 


mirror in bedroom 

banister of car/van                      


bathroom wall by sink

in a school notebook


on wall next to bed

a bookmark

 

Make mailboxes for your bedroom out of construction paper.  Surprise you siblings with a scripture note in their mailbox.

 

 

Flower Facts

 

Wild Lupine (lupinus perennis) is a perennial flower.  One that grows year after year.  The second word in the botanical name, perennis, actually means perennial.  In contrast is an annual flower that typically has one blooming season and needs to be planted afresh each year.  

 

Breathtaking displays of Wild Lupine grace the fields of New England throughout the treasured spring to midsummer growing season and may reach up to three feet high.

Hummingbirds, butterflies and bees are attracted to the Lupine’s pollen making the flower a welcome garden attraction.

 

Another Lupine favorite is the Texas Bluebonnet (lupinus texensis) which is also called Alamo Fire due to its rich blue and maroon flowers.
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