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In this book I am encouraging and challenging future and present pastors to pastor with passion.  I cover a passion for God, family, the body of Christ, purity, humility, identity, the fullness of the Spirit, preaching, worship, capital campaigns, and longevity.  The following is from chapter three:

Chapter 3:  No Greater Privilege – Passion for the Church.

You felt “the call” to be a pastor. Perhaps you led a Bible Study and someone said, “That was great.  You should think about becoming a pastor.”  Maybe you sat under the godly and anointed leadership of a pastor, and you said, “I want to do that.”  It may have been in prayer the Lord stirred your heart.  Or, like me, you began to discover from the Word what it means to live with an eternal perspective, and you decided pastoring was the most eternal investment you could make with your life.  

However you ended up in this profession, here you are.  Like it or not, it is your “job.”  It is so much more than a job, but pastoring is your means of making a living and providing for your family.  You are a Reverend.    

But perhaps you have grown a bit “weary in well doing” (Galatians 6:9) as a pastor.  You have enough experience now to know it’s not all you thought it would be.  You’ve had disappointments with people, yourself, and even God if you are totally honest.  

In many ways, it is difficult to be a pastor.  The expectations of people are endless.  The complexity of the profession is overwhelming.  You are asked to wear more hats than fit your head.  The tasks of the profession always outnumber the hours in a week – the work is never done! 

Despite the many hardships, I still believe pastoring is the greatest privilege in the world.  

I am personally aware of the many challenges of pastoring:  the burdens you carry, the late night meetings, your anniversary being interrupted by some crisis, emergency calls from the hospital, friends turning their back on you, leaders getting divorced, and the list goes on.  But despite all the hardships and demands, the joys and privileges far outweigh the challenges.  Even the challenges can become another means by which you experience God … if you allow them.  

The privileges of pastoring are many.  I will address three in this chapter.  First and foremost is the entrustment from God to shepherd this amazing organism called the church.  Second, the people you pastor will bless you with an awesome breadth of experiences.  Finally, pastoring allows you to devote your full time and energy to what is eternal.  You get to give your life to what will last forever. 

The Incredible Bride of Christ
The church is very important to God.  He purchased her with the blood of Jesus.  This was the very truth Paul mentioned when he exhorted the elders at Ephesus, “Be shepherds of the church of God, which He bought with His own blood” (Acts 20:28).  

The value of something is determined by how much it cost and how long it lasts.  A Mercedes Benz is more valuable than a moped.  It costs more and lasts longer.  The church of Jesus Christ cost Jesus His life, and she will last forever.  She is the eternal bride of Christ.  Next to the Triune God Himself, nothing is more valuable in the universe than the Church of Jesus Christ.  

Yes, the body of Christ has her faults.  Certainly church divisions grieve God’s heart and are a horrible testimony to a watching world.  We all know of unnecessary bickering and carnality taking place in many local fellowships.  I hear stories every week which cause me to shake my head and say, “No, don’t tell me that happened.”

But none of this changes the fact that God loves His bride.  The church is near and dear to the heart of God.  God’s passion is people, and it is precious people who make up the body of Christ, the true Church!  

Now consider this amazing truth:  God has chosen to entrust His precious church to you.  I love my wife, but I don’t know if I would ever want to entrust her to someone else.  I would not trust someone else to take care of my wife.  God has chosen to entrust His bride to you.  You have the privilege of caring for the bride of Christ. 
Now, don’t get me wrong.  Jesus is the ultimate Head of the Church, and I will talk more about this later.  It is His church.  We are under-shepherds at best, but we are still under-shepherds, shepherding under the ultimate Shepherd.  In God’s amazing wisdom, He decided to set up a system whereby His bride, the church, would be fed and cared for by human leaders, namely pastors and elders (see 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1).  You are one of those leaders.  Count it a privilege.

I am always impressed when I hear the President of the United States speak of the privilege he feels to be the President.  We all know he has one of the hardest jobs in the world.  He shoulders an amazing weight of responsibility.  And yet, as he sits in the Oval Office and speaks to the entire nation, he is aware of the privilege to sit in that chair.  As you sit in your office and stand in the sacred pulpit each week, you are indeed privileged to be a pastor.  Don’t forget it.

Bill Hybels once said at a leadership conference, “The church is the hope of the world, and her future lies in the hands of her leaders.”  Obviously Jesus is the ultimate Hope of the world.  At the same time, the church, as the living body of Christ, is also the hope of the world.  Christ has made the church His “hands and feet.” The church is the extension of Jesus on earth – to “fill everything in every way” (Ephesians 1:23).

As an under-shepherd, guided and directed by the Great Shepherd, you have the amazing opportunity to seek God for the direction of the church.  You get to meet with other leaders and make decisions affecting the future of this local fellowship.  You are empowered to cast a vision which will move people to action.  You will help shape the history of this body for years to come.  You get to preach the inerrant Word of God and see lives transformed.  God will use you to raise money for buildings and ministries that will last a long time.  Does another profession compare?  

Consider the following passages about this wonderful organism called the church.  Ask God to encourage your heart as you read these truths.  

 “I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.  I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”  

Matthew 16:18-20  

 “Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of peace. It was strengthened; and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it grew in numbers, living in the fear of the Lord.” 

Acts 9:31
“And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.”
Ephesians 1:22-23 (NASB)

Perhaps one or two of these passages speaks directly to your heart.  Read them over one more time.  Find one you can commit to meditation and prayer.  Allow the Holy Spirit to burn that passage into your heart.  

Pastoring with passion involves meditating and praying over a verse until it becomes a part of your life.  Jesus said, “Sanctify them by your truth; Your word is truth” (John 17:17).

The Breadth of Relational Involvement

In addition to caring for the bride of Christ, another privilege of pastoring is the incredible breadth of relational experiences you are afforded.  Whether you are considered a “people person” or not, you would not be a pastor if you did not love people and appreciate relationships.  We are each made for relationship – with God and others.  It is these relationships, though frustrating at times, which make pastoring so interesting.  With the exception of a medical doctor, I do not know of another profession that includes such a wealth of human interaction.  

Week after week you influence people at multiple levels.  On Sundays you preach the Word of God to a variety of people from all walks of life.  You never know who is sitting in the audience listening to you speak, nor the manner in which the listeners will apply your message.  As emotionally draining as counseling can be, you have couples in your church who are still married because they came to you for help.  Hospital visits can add to an already packed schedule, but these can be the very experiences which bind people’s hearts to you.  It is in that very hospital room you go from being their pastor to being their shepherd.  

The bottom line is this:  you get to be a part of lives being changed for the glory of God!

When I left First Free after 17 years, I received many letters of gratitude. I was surprised at how many of these notes referred to my presence with them at a time of need – an accident, marital crisis, child’s birth, moral fall, etc.  We often think our preaching or planning is what people need, and they do.  But what they remember the most is your being with them at the hospital, the courthouse, the graduation event, or the Eagle Scout ceremony.  I call this the “ministry of presence” - just being physically present is a ministry in and of itself.  

One of many special relationships I had at First Free was with Scott.  Scott was my “poster child” of ministry.  He is a computer instructor at a local technical college.  I had the privilege of leading Scott to Christ.  After visiting the church for months, he came to me with a list of questions - three pages of very specific questions, ranging from biblical to personal.  After answering most of these questions, I was thinking, “This was a good meeting.  He has moved a few steps closer to receiving Christ, but I don’t want to pressure him in any way.  I’ll just give this more time.”  About the time I was saying this to myself, Scott blurted out, “So, can I receive Christ?”  “You mean, right now?” I responded.  “Yes,” Scott said.  “I am ready!”  

Just when I thought I was planting seeds, I realized it was harvest time!  We bowed our heads, and Scott prayed to surrender his life to Jesus Christ.  In that moment he became a follower of Jesus and received eternal life.  

I was able to assist Scott’s amazing growth over a 15-year period:  answering questions, helping him connect in a men’s group, doing his pre-marital counseling, presiding over his wedding, and guiding his leadership development.

After attending the Leadership Summit conference with me one summer, Scott became very involved in our children’s ministry.  Since that life-changing conference, he has done about everything in the children’s ministry over the years.  He designed a computerized “check-in” program for the kids.  He led worship, even though he didn’t have a very good voice.   And he was our interim director while we were looking for a new children’s pastor.  

Scott said to me on countless occasions, “Pastor David, thank you for allowing me to be involved in children’s ministry.  It is the most meaningful thing I do all week.”  I was the one needing to thank him, and yet here he was thanking me.  Now do you see why I call Scott my “poster child” of ministry?  

Pastoring is the greatest profession in the world.

Even painful situations with people can be a privilege.  Bill was one of the godliest men in our church.  He was an elder, small group leader, and part of our “land search committee.”  While riding his bike one day he developed some pain in his knee.  After this persisted, he went to the doctor and heard those dreaded words, “You have cancer.”  After a two year battle, including all sorts of treatment and prayer, Bill died at 45 years of age, leaving behind a wife and three small children. 

The day before he died, I recorded Bill giving a “blessing” to each of his three children.  I felt like I was back in the time of the Patriarchs as he spoke to each child personally and with great authority.  He laid his hand on each child and prayed for them to love and follow Jesus.  Recently I learned his now adult children continue to watch that video from time to time.

I was with Bill, not only for the hours preceding his death, but also in the moment he breathed his last.   About an hour before Bill died, he had a vision of heaven.  He described a white light, seeing the Lord Himself, and an atmosphere of great joy.  He was seeing into glory.  The room was filled with the presence of God.  We were indeed standing on “holy ground.”  

After this vision, he told me that as much as he will miss his family, he would not choose to be healed even if God gave him that option.  He preferred the perfection of heaven over the imperfection of earth.  As painful as it was to watch a dear man of God die, it was a great privilege to be there beside him.  To this day unique bonds exist with every person who witnessed Bills’ passing.  Pastoring affords us the privilege of such experiences with dear people like Bill.

It has been my honor to be allowed into the emergency room and critical care facilities because “I’m a pastor.”  In those rooms I have comforted the parents of a still birth, held the hand of a college student with her skull showing after a serious car accident, and given assurance of salvation to a heart attack victim – all because “I’m their pastor.”  Just having the title “pastor” can get you into many places others dare not tread.  Pastoring is a profession unlike any other in the world.

Next to God Himself, the greatest thing about life is human relationships.  No one gets to be with people in more significant ways than a pastor.  If you stay in one church for a long time, you will know some from the cradle to the grave.  You will be able to dedicate the children of those you marry.  The 14 year-old girl you met when you first came to the church will one day serve on your staff team.  The woman you helped lead to Christ after she tried to commit suicide will end up helping with the single’s ministry.  The former lesbian you counseled for years will eventually serve as your church counselor.  Yes, you read the last comment correctly!  And a man you spent hundreds of hours with in a small group will say to you as you leave, “If it weren’t for you, I would not have a family today.”  

What a great calling.  What an honor to interact on so many different levels with so many wonderful people.  What a privilege to be a pastor.   

Speaking of how amazing human relationships can be as a pastor, I had an unforgettable experience when I left First Free.  I served as their senior pastor for 17 years.  Over the course of a year, the Lord did 16 very specific things to show me my time was up and we were to move back to the Southeast to be closer to our families.  As gut wrenching as it was, I knew God had directed me to leave, and I had to obey.

The church was going great at this time.  We were finally in a beautiful building after renting schools for 11 years.  We were well on our way to paying off the entire debt on the facility.  We were growing, and lives were being changed each week.  I had an Executive Pastor who took the administrative load off of my desk.  I was now freed up to seek God, preach the Word, lead leaders, shepherd people, and even host a once-a-week live radio program.  Things couldn’t have been better.  I could finally do ministry in my top strengths.  

Yet, the Lord made it clear I was to give all that up, resign, and move my family even though I had no clue what my next assignment was to be.  In other words, I left First Free without another church to pastor.  I was going to be “unemployed.”  I am officially unemployed as I type these words.  

Living by faith is a lot easier to preach than walk out.

My last few months at First Free were a combination of grief and joy.  I was very sad over leaving, but I was also very encouraged and affirmed by the many expressions of love.  Emails, letters and cards poured in.  Many of these were several pages long and filled with much emotion.  God had used me to influence many people.  What a privilege to pastor.

It all came to a head the day I saw the tent.  It was the week before the all-church reception for us.  They erected a huge tent in the front of our church building.  One particular morning I came out from my office to get a cup of coffee and there it was – this tent all set up.  I immediately broke down.  I became so emotional thinking, “They are doing this all for us.  This is all for my family and me.  This tent would not be here if it were not for me.”  I could hardly stand up.  I went out into the lobby of the church, sat on the steps, and wept.   By God’s providence, my wife just happened to stop by the church.  She sat there with me as I cried.  

All of a sudden this word picture came to my mind and I shared it with Dede:  You have tirelessly worked for 17 years helping to build a village.  You have dug ditches, put doors on homes, and shingled roofs.  You have worked with others in putting up the community center.  You have visited the hospital when needed.  You have hammered nails and just been in the trenches with people.  

Occasionally you have stood on a ladder and observed how this village is getting bigger and bigger.  However, one day someone offers to take you up in a private plane.  As you take off and gain height, you now get to see the entire village for the first time in your life.  You are overwhelmed at the length and breadth of this place.  You never realized how a small stream you helped build is now a river flowing into another country.  You are amazed at all the people - joyful as they work and play together.  You can’t even see the end of the village.  It goes on and on and on and … 

This is what it was like for me upon leaving First Free.  I had no idea how much God had used me to influence others.  I never realized how far reaching this village was.  One of our missionaries came back from the mission field to attend my reception … and tell me, “Well done.”  

I don’t share this to bring attention to David Holt.  I share this because the same is true for YOU.  You probably have no idea how much your ministry is influencing others.  People are in a personal relationship with Christ because of you.  Others are walking with God today because of your ministry.  Still others have clung to God in the midst of a tragedy because you were there for them.  Most of these people have never taken the time to tell you how you were the one who helped them in their spiritual journey.  One day, however, you will get to see the full impact – if not here on earth, then certainly in heaven.  

I believe part of our experience in heaven will include people coming up to us and thanking us for the way in which God used us to impact them in an eternal way.  Lines will form around us as people come up, shake our hand, and with tears of joy in their eyes (perhaps we will help “wipe away every tear” – Revelation 21:4) say, “let me tell you how your ministry affected me …”   

It was under that same tent the next Sunday I had another amazing experience.  During the reception for us, person after person came up and expressed their love.  As each person came by and spoke to Dede and me, it was like another plane trip over the village.  After the reception I said to Dede, “The reception was almost like being at your own funeral, but you’re alive in the casket.  You actually get to hear what people say about you.”  

Then came my District Superintendent, Ken Moberg.  He waited for almost two hours to get through the line to see me.  I pulled him aside and shared with him the word picture of building a village and flying over it.  I said to Ken, “This whole experience is such a reminder of what a privilege it is to be a pastor.”  Then Ken said something to me I will never forget.  He quoted the famous Dwight L. Moody:  “If God has called you to pastor, then don’t stoop to be a king.”  

Seminary student, don’t stoop to take over the family business if God has called you to pastor.  Discouraged pastor, don’t quit now just because you haven’t gotten the plane ride over your village …. yet.  Faithful pastor of many years, be encouraged God is using you in ways you do not see … but you will see one day.  Fearful businessman contemplating a call to ministry, if God has indeed called you to pastor, be willing to take a pay reduction in order to make an eternal difference in people’s lives. 

Pastoring is the greatest privilege in the world.

The Eternal Influence for the Kingdom

The third and final reason it is a privilege to pastor is the eternal difference you get to make in people’s lives.  Now let me make this perfectly clear:  I believe all Christians are in “full-time Christian ministry.”  Practically, however, someone who works for a secular business has to devote a lot of time to things that will not last, in order to invest in the things that will last (i.e. relationships, helping in a ministry, giving money, etc.).  A pastor, however, has the privilege of investing his entire life in matters of the Kingdom.  And to top it off, you get paid to do this!  Granted you don’t get paid much, but you are freed up through a pay check to devote the best hours of your day to what will last forever.  This is a privilege not even the Apostle Paul had in his life.  After all, he had to make tents for a living.

Eternal perspective is what God used to call me into the pastorate.  This happened to me while in college.  As God began to reveal to me what will last and what will not last, I decided I wanted to use my God-given gifts, abilities, and interests in the most eternal way.  And for me, that is pastoring.  I realize this is not the case for everyone, but I do believe every follower of Christ should strategically pursue the vocation which makes the most eternal use of his gifts, abilities and interests.  How can we do less for the One who gave His all for us?  Jesus lived a passionate life for the kingdom of God.  We must live a passionate life as well.

Our lives on earth are very short compared to eternity.  The Bible says we are a “mist” (James 4:14) … a “fleeting shadow” (Job 14:1-2) … a mere “breath” (Psalms 39:5).  After living in Wisconsin for 17 years I know quite well what my “breath” looks like on a cold morning.  I would see my breath, but not for long.  It would be right in front of me one second, and gone the next.  Compared to eternity our lives are here today and gone tomorrow.  

I love the scene in the movie The Dead Poets Society where Robin Williams has his class look into the trophy case.  He reminds his students how each of these past athletic and academic heroes is now dead.  Then he says, “Look closely at their faces …. They are all dead and gone … Their bodies are being eaten by worms … Carpe diem – seize the day!”  We as Christians need to seize the day for eternity.  “Make the most of your time, for the days are evil” (Ephesians 5:16).  Pastoring with passion involves seizing each day for eternity, and your profession affords excellent opportunities to do so every day of the week.  

The Bible is clear that only four things are eternal:  God Himself (“from everlasting to everlasting You are God” – Psalms 90:2); God’s Word (“the word of the Lord stands forever” – Isaiah 40:8); people’s spirit (“whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life” – John 3:16); and godly character since it will be rewarded (“godliness is profitable for all things, since it holds promise for the life to come” – 1 Timothy 4:8).  

With this in mind, as we invest in Godly activity, the result will be eternal.  For example, what we invest in our own character development will yield eternal dividends.  What we invest in His Word will last forever, because His Word will produce converts and growing disciples.  Furthermore, anything we do which results in others drawing close to God will be eternally rewarded.  

Living for what is eternal is the best investment plan in the world – or out of the world!  All investments in this “fund” will yield eternal benefits.  All other funds will run spiritually bankrupt.  

“If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's work. If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward.  If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames” (1 Corinthians 3:12-15).

Ravi Zacharias, in his book The Grand Weaver, says, “Each one of us is just three to four generations away from extinction.”
  It is quite sobering to ask the question, “Who will even remember me in 75 years?”  Actually, you have to be very famous to be remembered by anyone even 30 years after you die.  Regardless of how many humans remember us, what we do for God will last forever.  I love the statement by Jim Eliot, the famous missionary who was martyred by the Auca Indians:  “He is no fool who gives up what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.”
 

Funerals are one of those “have to’s” in ministry.  You cannot say to a grieving family, “I can’t do this funeral.”  Furthermore, it’s seldom you can even delegate a funeral to someone else.  In addition, you are certainly not able to determine when people die – they will die at the most inconvenient of times.  My kids used to say, “I wonder who will die this time?” when we would leave for vacation, because in my early years at First Free we had several vacations interrupted by a death in the church.  It is not much fun to have to pack up the family and head home early from a vacation due to a death in the church.

However, it is these very funerals which enable you as a pastor to preach the gospel to many unsaved people.  Who else has this privilege?  After all, Ecclesiastes 7:2 says, “It is better to spend your time at funerals than at festivals. For you are going to die, and it is a good thing to think about it while there is still time” (TLB).  I often share this verse at the beginning of a very difficult funeral service.

Pastors can easily forget what a privilege it is to be a pastor.  Satan will mess with your mind and put lies in your head when the hassles of ministry are high (i.e. long hours, budget concerns, painful relationships, difficult decisions, etc).  Sometimes we need to stop and reflect on the honor it is to pastor.  Chuck Swindoll once said life is 10% what happens to you and 90% your attitude toward what happens to you.  I hope this chapter has helped you make an attitude adjustment if necessary.

Practical Suggestions
Now let me give you some practical suggestions for effectively shepherding people and enjoying the privileges of this great calling.  

Take Advantage of Your Schedule

One of the unique aspects of pastoring is the freedom you have with your schedule.  I touched on this in my chapter “Starting At Home - Passion for Family,” but suffice it to say, you should use this freedom to your advantage.  By that I mean, take advantage of the fact you are not required to “punch a clock.”  You can take your wife out to breakfast when other men are at work.  You can work from home when one of your children is sick.  You can run an errand for your family while making a hospital visit.  It is a privilege to be a pastor.

Of course this freedom with our use of time does not give license for laziness.  We need to work hard and put in appropriate hours.  Furthermore, like all Christ-followers we should do our work heartily as “unto the Lord because it is the Lord Christ we are serving” (Colossians 3:23).  Even though we may not “punch a clock,” we should most certainly have a very high work ethic.  I believe every pastor should keep track of his hours and be fully accountable to how he spends his time.  At the same time, don’t feel guilty for the freedom your schedule allows you.  Enjoy it!
Work Hard and Sleep Well
As already stated, pastoring is very hard work.  It can involve long and unexpected hours.  In addition, ministry can be emotionally and relationally draining.  Ministry being hard work should not surprise us, for the Apostle Paul spoke of his ministry in the following ways:  “But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them” (1 Corinthians 15:10) … “I have worked much harder, been in prison more frequently” (2 Corinthians 11:23) … “Surely you remember, brothers, our toil and hardship; we worked night and day” (1 Thessalonians 2:9).

In the midst of ministry being hard work, a truth that has helped me sleep very well at night is the Headship of Jesus. I have always signed my letters “Jesus is Head of the Church.”  Why do I do this?  I do so because I want to remind myself and others I am not the head of the church.  Jesus is the Chief Shepherd.  The church belongs to Him.  I am an under-shepherd at best - shepherding under the Lordship of Christ.  

Whatever church I happen to pastor is not my church!  I told people at First Free to never say, “I go to Pastor David’s church.”  It is Jesus’ church which David Holt has the privilege of shepherding.  

God does not need me.  He has done well without me for an eternity of time, and He will do well without me once I am dead and gone.  He simply allows me the opportunity to participate in His wonderful will.      

These truths of Jesus being the Head of the Church and God not needing me actually serve to help me sleep well at night.  Like any pastor, I carry my share of concerns which can keep me awake at night.  Broken lives and sin will weigh heavy on a pastor’s heart.  At the same time, I can rest in the fact that only God can ultimately change a person’s heart.  Only Jesus can heal the troubled marriage.  Only the power of the Holy Spirit can give that man victory over his lust problem.  I will pray.  I will counsel.  I will plan programs and train leaders to carry out those ministries.  But at the end of the day, I will rest my head on my pillow and release all of it to God.  The Apostle Paul said, 
“I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow.  So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow.  The man who plants and the man who waters have one purpose, and each will be rewarded according to his own labor.  For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building” (1 Corinthians 3:6-9).

Practically speaking, I believe in working hard and resting well.  For example, I will diligently prepare my sermon and give it my all on Sunday morning as I deliver it, but I will also leave the results to God and trust Him with the fruit that message produces.  I will not come home and beat myself up over what I did or did not say.  I will counsel the struggling couple and hold the husband accountable, but I will not lose sleep over their problems, because only God can change them from the inside out.  If their marriage doesn’t last, I will not allow myself to feel responsible for the failed marriage.  I will seek the Lord about how to lead the next capital campaign.  I will work hard with our hired consultant.  I will challenge people to give.  I will do my part to sacrificially give as well.  But I will also trust God to move the hearts of people.  I will pray and release the results of the campaign to God.  I will wait on God to bring the finances in, because it is His church and not mine!  God promises me, “I will build My church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it” (Mathew 16:18). 

When you have this perspective, it truly produces joy in ministry, and you will not get an ulcer from stress.  Work hard but sleep well at night, trusting in the Headship of Jesus and the sovereignty of God!

The rest of the chapter gives more practical suggestions and ends, as every chapter does, with questions to ponder and resources to consider.
� Ravi Zacharias, The Grand Weaver (Grand Rapids, MI:  Zondervan, 2007), p. 66.


� Elisabeth Eliot, The Journals of Jim Eliot (Old Tappan, NJ:  Fleming H. Revell), p. 195.
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