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CONTRASTS: JEWISH/CHRISTIAN 
Foreword 


Christianity was born out of Judaism.  As a daughter resembles her mother and carries

many of her characteristics so is Christianity to Judaism.  The daughter learns her ways as she is raised in the environment that her mother sets.  This causes the resemblance to go much deeper than just biological.  Christianity and Judaism are much the same.


Nevertheless, as the daughter grows and becomes of age herself, she develops her own ways and thoughts.  Even though the resemblance shall always remain, the two grow apart as each continues to develop.  In this too, Christianity and Judaism are much the same.


  The two were originally the same.  The first Christians were all Jews.  All Christian roots are Jewish, but distinct differences have come about over the hundreds of years.  Many terms and words stayed the same but the meanings to each of the beliefs moved far from one another.  The variance of concepts makes it difficult to see the common origin.


 The morals have continued basically steady with the two.  The liberals in Judaism agree with the liberals in Christianity and the conservatives of each seem to hold the same views.  Both religions (though I winch at the idea of referring to either as a religion and not as a relationship with God) seem to have the same split between the ministers and the laity.  Most of the laity are pew-warmers who depend on the "professional" to delve into the meanings of theology and scripture.  The beliefs of the laity are then left in the hands of the Christian theologians and the Jewish head rabbis.  This tends to polarize any religious movement and set the concepts of the masses in agreement with men who sometimes do not believe the Bible is even true.  The bulk of believers (Jewish and Christian) have the same ideas.  Many of these ideas conflict with the other religion.


Outside the professionals, few people have any idea what the other believes.  Even though the author thoroughly enjoys bringing the two together in teaching and writing, there are the "irreconcilable" differences between the two.  This work will go into some of these and hopefully without causing strife between the two.  When all is said and done, without Judaism, there is no Christianity.

      THE TRINITY AND THE INCARNATION

(Chapter VI)


“One of the primary expressions of Jewish faith, recited twice daily in prayer, is the Shema, which begins, ‘Hear, Israel: the L-rd is our G-d, the L-rd is one.’  This simple statement encompasses several different ideas:



1. There is only one G-d.  No other being participated in the work of creation.



2. G-d is a unity.  He is a simple, whole, complete, indivisible entity.  He cannot 


    be divided into parts or described by attributes.  Any attempts to describe 


     attributes to G-d are merely man’s imperfect attempt to understand the infinite.



3. G-d is the only being to whom we should offer praise.  The Shema can also be 


    translated as ‘The L-rd is our G-d, the L-rd alone,’ meaning that no other is our 

    
    G-d, and we should not pray to any other” (Judaism 101: The Nature Of God; 


    www.jewfaq.org; Tracey R. Rich; 1/10/94; p. 1).


“The chief and fundamental difference between Judaism and Christianity is that the former is committed to pure and uncompromising monotheism and the latter subscribes to the belief in the Trinitarian nature of the Divine Being.  ‘God, the Son, and the Holy Spirit’ are as basic and important to all types and denominations of Christianity as they are contrary to all and everything Judaism holds sacred.  To the unconditional monotheism of Judaism the doctrine of the Trinity is profoundly objectionable, because it is a concession to polytheism or, at any rate, an adulteration of the idea of the One, Unique, Indefinable and Indivisible God.  The revolutionary feat of early Mosaism was the complete break with the cults of the many deities and the unconditional and unreserved espousal of the Only God.  Through the ages Jewish prophets, sages, and teachers have struggled toward a better and more perfect knowledge of the Being of God.  Many definitions of God have seen the light in Judaism, which is not bound to any fixed, circumscribed definition beyond the insistence that God is One as a Unity of Oneness that cannot be divided”  (Judaism and Christianity; Weiss-Rosmarin; 1997; p. 15-16).


"Jews conceive of G-d as an absolute simple Unity (implying absolutely no constituent divisions), beyond all constraints (including time and space), and beyond all limitations of human conception.    To the extent that we are even able to refer to G-d, it is solely through our assignment of human-like characteristics to what we perceive as G-d's interactions with creation.  These attributes provide us with simple terms to which we can relate, but in no way limit or constrain G-d" (Frequently Asked Questions and Answers on Soc. Culture.Jewish; www.shamash.org; 2/27/99; p. 1).


Christianity and Judaism are very similar in most areas.  The concept of the Trinity is one where there seems to be no possible point to meet on common ground.  Judaism cannot believe there is more than one God.  Christianity must believe in the Triune God.  Are they closer than they think?  Is there common ground?  It is not what people think that makes things true.  It is what God knows that is Truth.

With the unwavering Jewish belief in the Oneness of an Inseparable God, the idea of Jesus being a part of Him is inconceivable!  "From the standpoint of traditional Christianity, however lofty might be the words which the Jew would speak about Jesus, the denial of his divinity amounts to embracing what the church has persistently regarded as heresy.  Whatever laudable adjectives a Jew may apply to Jesus as a man, these are insufficient for traditional Christianity" (A Jewish Understanding of the New Testament; Sandmel; 1956; p. 283).  Acknowledging Jesus as teacher and prophet is commendable and wise.  This mental accent is headed in the right direction, but it takes the Holy Spirit to reveal the Word made flesh.  This Theophany makes no sense to the natural mind.  The Antromorphic manifestation of God as Jesus of Nazareth must be Spiritually discerned.  Without the help of the Lord it is a totally illogical concept.  Jesus as the Incarnation of God can only be understood by the leading of the Holy Spirit.

"Judaism has always fought, and with all the weapons at its disposal, against the Christian idea of incarnation, that is to say, of God coming into human life.  The thought that 'God was made man' is shocking beyond words to the Jew who believes that the God is One and Unique, and that this Uniqueness consists also in his utter difference from anything and everything in existence and anything and everything man can possibly fashion in his mind and label 'God.”  “Jewish monotheism is not only the negation of the many gods but also the personification of God on the one hand and of the deification of human beings on the other.  Judaism's refusal to worship Jesus is therefore not only due to its repudiation of the doctrine of incarnation, the belief that God becomes a person, but equally so is its defiant resistance to all and any attempts of according Divine qualities and honors to mere mortals" (Judaism and Christianity; Weiss-Rosmarin; 1997; p. 21 & 23, respectively).


The Jew believes the Christian worships three Gods.  "In Jewish law, worship of a three-part God is idolatry; one of the three cardinal sins for which a person should rather give up his life than transgress.  The idea of the Trinity is absolutely incompatible with Judaism" (Ask The Rabbi; www.ohr.org.il; 4/12/00; p. 3).

If that was not bad enough to them, the honor Christians give to Jesus in worship is just as horrible.  " . . . Some Jews have equated Christianity (indeed as Protestants have Catholicism) with idolatry, with the worship of a man in place of God" (A Jewish Understanding of the New Testament; Sandmel; 1956; p. 285).


If a person thinks Jesus is just another man, they should not worship Him.  That would be sin and foolishness.  On the other hand, if Jesus is the manifestation of the Word of God placed in the womb of Mary and born wrapped in flesh, then He is a part of God.  If Jesus is a manifestation of God Almighty He is clearly worthy of worship.


"The Logos became flesh (that is, the Christ became Jesus) and dwelled in the world; the term which Christians use to describe the Christ becoming Jesus is 'Incarnation" (A Jewish Understanding of the New Testament; Sandmel; 1956; p. 274).  


"For Jews, God remains invisible, without a form or body, and consequently God's self-expression remains intangible as well, unembodied, pure.  Although God in the Jewish tradition would express will through words, words themselves remain invisible, powerful but unseen, the strange symbolic force that moved the world, but could not be touched."  "The unseen is ultimate.  In this triumphantly, God resembles nothing so much as the word -- the invisible entity that carries all meaning" (In Speech and In Silence; Wolpe; 1992; p. 12-13 and 89, respectively). 


Two things have been the primary guardians of the survival of doctrinal Judaism, the Sabbath and the Torah.  The Torah is the Word of God.  In the synagogue services, many times the Torah scrolls today are paraded down the aisles and the worshippers sitting near enough will kiss a prayer book, or another such object, and touch the scroll as it passes by.  The scripture always comes to mind in Psalms 2:12: "Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little.  Blessed are all they that put their trust in him."  Whenever they kiss the Torah scroll, the Jew is doing just that.  He is kissing Jesus, for Jesus is the manifest Torah.  There is no difference.


"The Torah is the expression of Hashem's will.  Since Hashem and His Will are inseparable, then just as Hashem is Infinite, so too is the Torah" (Shavuos Supplement; www.vitualjerusalem.co.il; 11/26/98; p. 3).  "The Torah is Divine not only as a complete whole but each letter is a special Divine Revelation, and the composition of its letters is the composition of letters through which the world was created.  . . . The Torah is eternal not only because God gave it for eternity, but because it is the essence of Holiness" (Mystics Trends In Judaism; Arnold Posey; Jonathan David Publishers; Middle Village; NY; 1994; p. 152-153).  These attributes given to the Torah; being infinite, Divine, and a special Revelation through which the world was created; is in complete agreement with Christianity.  God brought the Torah to life and He is called Jesus.


"Philo borrowed a term --Logos-- and a conception from the Greeks, to define and describe such a communion in which the individual was face to face, not with actual deity, but with some attainable godly aspect.  As it was man's mind which apprehended God, so, in Greek thought, it was God's mind, the Logos, which man apprehended; and it was the Logos which performed in the material universe the divine functions of the immaterial True Being" (A Jewish Understanding of the New Testament; Sandmel; 1956; g. 50).


So Jesus, by being referred to as the Logos by John (John 1:1, translated as "word"), means more than only the living Word of God.  The Logos of God is the Mind of God.  This is the part of God that was manifest as Jesus.  He and the Father are inseparable.  They are One.  God and Jesus are not two separate deities.  

A mind can only be shared if the two are one.  Jesus is an aspect of God but He is not all of God.  Jesus is the manifest Logos, the Memra, Wisdom Incarnate, the Mind of God operating as God's Will on earth. The ministry of Jesus on earth was to show the Will of the Father and to be the sacrifice establishing Blood Covenant between God and man.  Jesus has no will but the Father's.  The flesh of Jesus did not want the death on the cross.  His Will carried His flesh there anyway.  His Will is God's Will.  They are the same as both sides of a coin are only the same coin.


"Paul designates separate meanings; he consistently reserves 'God' for God, and never alludes to God as 'Lord.'  Lord, somewhat as in Philo, is an attribute, or facet, of God, but not God Himself.  Christ, then, is an aspect of God; godly, yet not God.  'Though he was in the form of God (he) did not count equality with God as something to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of man' (Phil. 2:6-7).  Christ, in this likeness, was the form in which the God of Israel, having appeared preliminarily to Moses and to the prophets of the Old Testament, now revealed himself decisively and crucially.  To put it perhaps more simply, though the Christ had taken on human form, he was not a mere human, but rather an aspect of God.  The Christ has always existed as the life force of God, His Holy Spirit.  It was with the birth of Jesus of Nazareth did the Christ become Jesus.

 ". . . To Paul, Jesus was God's Logos.  The Christ was that aspect of deity which could be apprehended by man.  It miraculously had come to earth in human form and had graciously gone through the experience of crucifixion, death, and resurrection.  Christ Jesus, in dying, had left his human form to ascend to heaven; and he had provided an example and means for man to do the same.  God had graciously provided man with salvation, Paul insisted, if man would believe and identify themselves with the Logos.”

"The older Jewish term, Christ (Messiah), was used by Paul in a new sense as the designation for this ultimate Logos, in whom the earlier Jewish idea of the Shekina, transmuted into the Greek concept of the divine mind, now lost its philosophical abstractness to become dramatically epitomized in one individual."


". . . Logos, as we have said earlier, was God's wisdom or mind; both a Jewish background and a Greek background furnish the word with a heterogeneous ancestry.  Wisdom had already been personified in the Old Testament Book of Proverbs.  The Greek translation of the Bible led to the identification of the personified Wisdom with the Grecian Logos.  Logos partakes both of the Jewish conception of revelation and also of the Greek metaphysical entity" (A Jewish Understanding of the New Testament; Sandmel; 1956; p. 54, 51, & 273, respectively).  

These references from a Jewish man who does not believe Jesus is deity hold an amazingly profound understanding of not only Who, but What, Jesus is.  When Jesus was born, the Christ became Jesus.  The Mind of God has always been and worked before creation as the Anointed One, as the Christ.  An aspect of God Himself supersedes all explanation.  Wisdom, the Mind of God, and one of the seven Spirits of God (the Holy Spirit) was personified on earth.  

Jesus is no longer walking the earth.  The Spirit of Jesus is now operating on earth as the Holy Spirit.  This is the Breath of God and What gave manifestation to the Logos of God.  The Word cannot live without the Holy Spirit..  “Not that we have sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves, but our sufficiency is of God; Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament not of the letter, but of the spirit; for the letter killeth and the spirit giveth life” (II Corinthians 3:5-6).  The LORD gave His Word in the form of the Bible but it is only a book about God until it is put into practice and lived!  The letter is dead and the Spirit of God gives it life!  The Spirit of God moved on Mary and she conceived and brought life to the Logos in the form of the body of Jesus of Nazareth.  The letter of the Word was written but not alive until the Incarnation of God.  It is the same with Christians.  Until we allow the Holy Spirit to bring the Word to life in us, we only have another religion.  Due to the Christ being manifest as Jesus and cutting Blood Covenant with man, the Holy Spirit now has liberty to bring man into relationship with God as never before.
Jesus is all the aforementioned things.  He is God's Word, His Wisdom, and His Mind manifested to man.  Jesus had visited earth before His birth for He is the Lord who appeared to the Old Testament saints; i.e., to Abraham for a discussion (Gen. 18) and as Melchizedek (Gen. 14 & Hebrews 7).  The Logos manifest in the form of Jesus.  God is not limited to time and circumstances.  It was only after the Holy Spirit moved on a physical woman in a miraculous way did the Christ have a body to live on earth for thirty-three years.
God is a Spirit and He has no form; therefore, for Him to be seen, He must take on a form.  The form God uses is that of Jesus, the Christ.  When God was manifest as Jesus is He did not just visit briefly, but was moved into a flesh body for thirty-three years.  Jesus is the Mind of God manifest.  That is how He could say in John 14:9b, " . . . he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father?"  Jesus was speaking literally, not symbolically.  "Hear, O Israel, The Lord is our God, the Lord is One."  God is One -- Jesus is God’s Mind brought to life by God’s Spirit.  The three are One.

One teaching within a section of Judaism, Kabbalism, touches on God having more than one aspect.  The Trinity is the concept of different aspects of God.  This quote concerns the creation and God putting a limited amount of Himself into that creation.  "Creation itself took place by emanation of one dimension of God into this primordial space.  However transcendent God may be, however 'Other' than the created world, God is also within creation, immanent throughout the world.  . . . The kabbalists avoided pantheism by espousing the notion that God had two 'faces' or two dimensions, En Sof, literally 'Without End' or 'Infinity,' God in God's Self, God's essential nature, and that aspect of God that emanated into creation, the 'finite' God as opposed to the infinite En Sof.  It is only this second dimension of God's nature that is identified with the created world.  In other words, the kabbalists skirted one heresy, pantheism, by embracing a different heresy, dualism, that is, the belief that there are two Gods.  But when accused of dualism, the kabbalists would insist that these two dimensions of God are but two aspects of the one God" (The Death Of Death; Gillman; 1997; p. 180-181).  The Kabbalists see two dimensions or facets of God.  Christians see three facets.  If Christians are wrong, then the Kabbalists are just as wrong.


Once a rabbi was asked how it was possible for God to live in the Holy Of Holies of the Temple when the heavens could not contain Him?  He answered that the Presence of the LORD in the Most Holy Place was the same as sea water in a lagoon.   The lagoon contained the sea but not all the sea.  The Most Holy Place contained God, but not all of God.  The Christian belief in the Trinity is the same.  Jesus was God manifest on earth, but was not all of God as the Gospels make clear with Jesus praying to the Father many times!


The average Jew cannot accept the Christian ideas.  To think that the Almighty God of the universe would be manifest in flesh and then come to dwell in the heart of each willing person is unthinkable.  Yet, the ideas keep easing their way into Jewish thought.  "The answer lies in realizing that deep down, underlying the varied peripheral facets of our personalities, the very core of our being is our divine soul, an 'actual part of G-d from above.'  Therefore, it is not free self-expression, 'being ourselves,' that expresses who we really are.  Rather it is in the acceptance of G-d's sovereignty that our inner G-dly potential finds expression.  By getting to the core of our relationship with G-d, we give voice to the core of our own being, to that quintessential element that is most truly ourselves" (www.gopher.chabad.org; 12/1/98; p. 3).  


This thought is very close to Christianity.  The only real difference is that the Jew believes that every human has that God-spark within himself and the Christian knows that God dwells in men only after a person accepts Jesus as Lord.  Accepting Jesus as Savior frees a person to be what we were created to be, the image of God manifest.


