Query Letter

In 1939 Abby Stapleton seeks independence after fleeing impending war in England then discovers this battle has no boundaries and that a blackmailer threatens to destroy her name, fiancé and fragile faith.

Abby Stapleton, the daughter of an English diplomat, is forced by her father to leave England and return to the country of her birth. Torn between her parents’ ambitions for her life and her own undefined yearnings for self directed action, Abby’s resentment burns hot. She longs to be free on her own terms and being shipped off to America like a parcel is not her idea of freedom. While Abby struggles to become an emancipated woman in her new home will she discover where she truly belongs? Abby becomes homesick and distraught and unable to pray or read the Bible. She wonders if she has left God back in war-torn London.

Abby strikes up a friendship with Jim, the gardener on her Uncle Will’s estate in Maryland. Her aunt threatens to fire Jim if Abby does not end the relationship. Defying her aunt and the social conventions of her upper-class family, Abby falls in love with Jim. They become secretly engaged. When the U.S. enters the war, Jim is drafted and sent to England. While awaiting his return, Abby puts her teacher’s training to use in the war effort. She learns more about herself and the ugly side of life when vile charges are brought against her by a rejected suitor attempting to blackmail her. Again her faith in God’s goodness is tested. In seeking to clear her name and keep the man she loves, Abby discovers that the blackmailer is a German spy. She aids the FBI in his arrest. By the end of the war Abby discovers that the blessing God has for her is also what she wants most of all.

When Valleys Bloom Again is a completed inspirational historical romance  novel consisting of 85,000 words. The story takes place on the U.S. home front, the bombed-out suburbs of London and on the battlefield in North Africa, Italy and France. A twist in the novel introduces espionage and a closely kept family secret.

The target audience for my novel is both women and men who enjoy an inspirational story with courage, sacrifice, loyalty and  love set against the backdrop of the Second World War. There appears to be increased interest in the WWII era evidenced by the many films and books (The Victory Club,The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society, The Postmistress, A Distant Melody, A Memory Between Us,  Unfinished Gift). 

My articles, essays and short stories have appeared in Christian Fiction Online Magazine, The Lookout, Bible Advocate, Faith & Finances—In God We Trust, Christian Devotions, GRIT Magazine, Renewed and Ready,  Woman’s Touch, Woman Alive (U.K.), Take-a-Break (U.K.), Brave Hearts, Blessings for Mothers, Blessed Among Women, God Answers Prayer, Guideposts Books, Chicken Soup For The Soul (4 books). I am a member of the Greater Philadelphia Christian Writers Guild, The Writer’s View (an online CBA writing network) and the American Christian Fiction Writers.

Thank you for the opportunity to query.

Sincerely,

Pat Jeanne Davis

